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WITH THE 5 „ 


GREAT MOGUL. 


\HE ads of men, 3 3 to od at 

_cuſtoms, are with difficulty prevailed upon 7 Uh, 2 
to enter unprejudiced into the conſideration of any 
plan, however promiſing, whoſe leading line ap- 
pears ſubverſive of a ſyſtem, let its evident ten- 
dency be ever ſo dangerous, which length of tine 
has ſanctified, and n have been eee, to 


view with partiality. 
When a man engages, therefore, in a great and FM 
uncommon enterprize, however important the ob- A 
ject may be to his fellow citizens, he ought to 
prepare his mind for difficulties, and his feelings 
for diſappointment: he muſt expect to find his beſt 
- Judged efforts checked by the "CD bes of pre- 
|  Judice, and darkened by the miſrepreſentations of 
private views; diſconcerted by the caprice of 
fortune, or overpowered by the claſhings of real 
or imaginary intereſts : : the greater number of 
SHE Be ah 
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men he will find cannot reaſon, many will not; 
that ſome are too proud to be taught, others too 


lazy; and that nine tenths of the world, actuated 


by different paſſions, however oppoſite in their re- 
ſpective ſentiments, will too often join in condemn- 
ing, in the groſs, a point perhaps of much. real 
advantage, rather than be led to conviction by a 


| . candid and manly inveſtigation. 


ances The high and very ſingular importance however 


8/40 of the alliance, which I have undertaken to nego- 


and the Emperor of Hindeftan, will, I flatter my- 
ſelf, render any apology unneceſſary for perſevering 
through every difficulty, regardleſs of undeſerved 


| UE 2 ciate between the Sovereign of my native country 


cenſure; and, in ſubmitting an undiſguiſed tale to 


IS the public eye, to leave it to every unbiaſſed mind 
to determine what degree of approbation or blame 
my conduct may appear to deſerve; or how far 
the arduous deſign I have purſued with ſteadi- 
- nels, at the riſk of life, fortune, and future views, 
would, if adopted, prove beneficial to the nation 


at large, and in a particular manner to the-Eaſt In- 


dia Company,  —_— COT WE Ne” 
In the courſe of the following ſheets T ſhall have 

frequent occaſion to expreſs myſelf freely with re- 
gard to meaſures; but ſhall induftriouſly avoid, as far 


the nature of the ſubje& will allow, any reflection 


which may have a perſonal tendency ; as I would 
never wiſh that any private reaſons, for reſenting 
unmerited oppoſition, ſhould influence 0 ce 00 
as a public man. Thoſe whoſe advantages ariſe 


from ſcenes of confuſion will ever ſtruggle for their © 


_ continuance ; by ſuch therefore any attempt to 
bring anarchy into order muſt always be combated, 

and recourſe will be had to every ſpecies of falſe 

_* colouring to hide their real motives; in ſuch fitua- 
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| 4-2-1 
tions | however it is the general ſyſtem chat en- 
courages ſuch. diſorders which ought to be repro- 

bated; the faults of individuals are the natural and 
- unavoidable conſequence z a man of candour, * 
fore, will regret them, as flowing from the imper- 
fection of human nature, and think 1. demand 
more of his pity than his cenſure. 
Io ſet in a proper light then the very uncommon 

ſtation in which 1 at preſent appear, it may not be 

improper to give a ſlight ſketch of the brave, the 
_ amiable, though hitherto unfortunate SH Al- 
lum, whoſe hiſtory at large would furniſh a ſtriking | 
inſtance of the fluctuation of all human grandeur. 
This Prince is the great great grandſon of Au- A 4 
rungzebe, the powerful ſovereign of one of the 0 


richeſt and moſt extenſive empires in the world, . . 
which then included that immenſe tract of country 63 
ſtretching from Tartary to Cape Comorin, and from 22 71 

Perſe 7a to the frontiers of China. L 
This mighty monarch, after a reign af. ERR . 

fifty years, died in the 1707 of the Chriſtian camara, 

 #xra, His ſon Babader Shah mounted the throne Am. þ 
of his father without his abilities; and was ſucceed-7/.,, .. 

ed in 1712 by his eldeſt fon Jebandar Shah, grand- 

father of the preſent Emperor, who dying about 
eighteen months afterwards, the lineal ſucceſfion was 
then interrupted, his nephew Firrokb/ere uſurping 
the government in prejudice to his ſon. This Prince 


| reigned ſix years, when being put to death by two 
| ambitious Omrahs called the Seids, they placed on 


7h 


the throne Raffeih ul Dirjat, another grandſon =— 


Babader Shah, who, after a ſhort reign of three 
months, being diſpatched by the hands that raiſed 

him, his brother Raffejh ul Dowla became the 

fleeting monarch of a few days; when he was ſuc- 
by ceeded by Mabommed, alſo a Seen of Babader 5 


Shah, Th 
Az _ 


[ 4 | 
The firſt act of this prince's reign was to put to 
death the two Seids, who had long tyrannized over 
the ſtate, exalting and depofing monarchs at their 
pleaſure. The diſtractions flowing from the am- 
„ bition of theſe nobles gave the firſt blow to the 7 
Mogul empire; moſt of the Omrahs, either from F 
envy or dread of their power, ſeeking for ſafety 5 
in their reſpective governments, which they raiſed 
by degrees into independent ſovereignties. 
Among the chief of theſe great lords were Nizam 
1 Mulluk, Soubadar.of the Decan (father to the pre- 
= ſent Souba) and Sadit, the Nabob of Oud. The for- 
nm mer of theſe, to call off the attention of the indolent 
ll © Mohammed, and cover the better his own ambitious 
WE views, encouraged the Mabrattors to ravage the 
W* Kingdoms of Ajmere Malava, Biana, and Narvar; 
when the weak prince, not having ſpirit to meet 
them in the field, diſgracefully ſubmitted to be- 
come tributary to thoſe marauders, and ſtipulated 
I +. to pay them the Chout or fourth part of the reve- 3 
F nue of thoſe provinces they had attacked, 4 
[ » © © © This was a mortal wound to this puſillanimous 
pPirince's authority; fear, the only inducement to 
bobedience in Hindoſtan, being now removed, 
every chieftain roſe into a prince, and ſet at nought 
the mandates of ſo wretched, fo timid an admini- 
JJ... ne LAS 
It would be improper here to enter into a detail 7. 
of the various intrigues of the different nobles to 
eſtabliſh their independency; it is neceſſary only to 
mark ſuch of the leading lines as haſtened the 
_ downfal of the empire. The Nizam and Sadit 
were competitors for power with Dowran the 
_ Captain-general, whom finding to have ſuperior 
Intereſt with his royal maſter, they formed the 
deſperate reſolution of inviting the famous Nadir 
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$hab, King of Perſia, to attack their native coun- 
try. The ſucceſs of the Perfan gave a fatal blow to 
the empire. The indolent Mogul made a ſurrender 
of all to the conqueror; who feared him however 
ſo little, that he re-eſtabliſhed him in his ſovereign- 
ty, after annexing Candabar, Caboul, with many of 
the weſtern provinces, to the crown of Perſia, and 
carrying off with him in gold and jewels, from the 


| beſt authorities, above 123,000,000 l. ſterling, | 


The two traitors, however, the Nizam and Sa- 
dit, were deſervedly treated by Nadir in the moſt 
contumelious manner. The latter in deſpair pol- 


ſoned himſelf; but the other lived to have after- 


wards the chief management of the affairs of the 
empire, and died at Golconda in the year 1748, at 


Sadit was ſucceeded as Nabob of Oud by Seif- 
dar Jung (father of the preſent Suja ul Dowla) 
who, poſſeſſed of a ſmooth tongue and plauſible man- 
ner, without the leaſt ſpark of perſonal courage, ſo 


neceſſary in ſuch diſtracted times, had by a fortunate | 
co: incidence of circumſtances, roſe from a mean 


ſtation to the dignity of an Omrah, a Souba, and 


at laſt Vizier of the empire, under Abmed this 
prince's f 


* Colonel Dow thus deſcribes Seifdar Jong 4% This fellow | 
was originally a merchant of Perſia, known there by the 
name of Abul Manſur : he travelled to India to ſell his 
«« commodities, and was retained there as an accomptant by 
„ the famous Sædit, Nabob of Oude he behaved fo much to 
his maſter's ſatisfaction that he raiſed him to a command 
in the army, and conferred upon him his daughter in 
marriage.“ Mr. Dow, in another part, calls him a 
mean Per/ian pedlar.” ' This meanneſs of his origin how- 


ever appears rather exaggerated, as the celebrated Nuju 
: Khan (whom I ſhall have occaſion to mention hereafter) in- 
formed me at Delhi, that he was of a good family in Perfa, 


but 


- 


The Emperor Mohammed died in the year 1747, 
after an unfortunate reign of near thirty years, 
during Which he had ſeen his kingdom conquered, 
_ plundered, and diſmembered by a foreign prince, 
and torn to pieces by his own ambitious nobles, 
whom his authority was inſufficient to reſtrain. _ 
He was ſucceeded by his fon Abmed, who in the 
year 1753 was put to death by his Captain-general 
Ghazi ul Dien, a youth of eighteen years of age, 
and grandſon of the famous Nizam ul Mulluk, 
Souba of the Decan. Ghazi immediately releaſed 
from confinement Eaz ul Dien, fon of Jebandar 
Sbab, and father of the preſent Mogul, the eldeſt 


branch of the houſe of Timur, and enthroned him 


by the name of Allumgueer, taking upon himſelf at 
the ſame time the office of Vizier. 
The new monarch however found himſelf ſtill 
little ſuperior to a ſtate pageant : he poſſeſſed the 
mere ſhadow of royalty without any thing of the 

| ſubſtance, the young Vizier tuling every where 


EN with the moſt arbitrary deſpotiſm, wins 


The hiſtory of this reign from the acceſſion to 
the death of the king, is nothing but. the hiſtory 
of the political intrigues and aſſaſſinations of the 
Visier. Many of the moſt powerful Omrahs he 
took off by the dagger, whilſt he confiſcated the 
eſtates of others, who fled beyond his reach. 
Munnu, the gallant Souba of Lahore, who had 
recovered that province from Abdallah, King of the 
Dourannies, and defended it againſt him for many 


but having made himſelf obnoxious either to the laws or to his 
prince, he had been obliged to fly his country; adding an 
anecdote with regard to him, 'That when he arrived at Delhi 
be was only in poſſeſſion of forty rupees, which he had 
obtained by the ſale of a Rutt (a kind of carriage) be- 
0 longing to a poor peaſant, whom he had murdered on the 
4 road.“ 5 | | Nb. | 2 | 


nne 


E 2 þ 


years, being accidentally killed about this time + 


by a fall from his horſe, Abdallab n reconquered 
all he had loſtt. 5 
The ſucceſſes of Abdallah: bled the attention 
of the Court of Delbi; it was reſolved that the 
Prince Ali Gober (now the Great Mogal) in con- 
junction with the Vizier, ſhould march ens him; 
but Gazi not thinking it his intereſt to riſk an 
engagement with the Per/iay, the great preparations, 
which had drained the royal treaſury, ended only 
in parade. | 
From this time the Prince. became an — of 
the Vizier's jealouſy, and, rogether with his fa- 
ther, was confined as a priſoner of ſtate: about the 
year 1758. however he found means to make his 
eſcape, and, levying a body, of men, he collected 
the revenues of the adjacent provinces; but, being 
inveigled to Delbi, on the oath of the Vizier, and 
the faith of a number of the Omrahs who ſwore to. 
protect him, he was betrayed, and again confined 
by Ghazi in the houſe of one of the nobles, which, 
in Hindoſtan, are fortified like thoſe of the Ba- 


rons while the feudal ſyſtem prevailed in Europe: 


here he remained two months, when the Vizier 
wiſhing to have him ſtill more under his power, 
reſolved to remove him to the citadel, and ſent 
accordingly 300 horſe to execute his commands. 
The Prince refuſed to eee ; 5 ſhut the e, 


Fg 48 Abdallah was as originally a Chubdar or Wiese 8 
to Nadir Shah: on the death of this prince he became 
chief of a band of robbers; and having the fortune to inter- 

cept a Perſan convoy of 3000 camels, laden with gold, arms, 
and proviſions, he immediately levied a great army, and, 


taking advantage of the diſtracted ſtate both of Pera and 


. Hindefian, made himſelf maſter of Candahar, Cabeul, with ſe- 
veral other. provinces lying between the two empires. and 
erocted * e into a kingdom called Wye: 7D 


and 


4 


[8] 


and with a few friends defended the houſe for two” 
days againſt repeated reinforcements of the Vizier's 
troops; when ſecing the impoſſibility of continuing 


the unequal conteſt; he formed the gallant reſolution 


of cutting his way through the enemy. He diſclo- 


ſed the deſign to his friends, but only ſix had the 
courage to accompany him in this deſperate attempt. 
The Raja Ramnat, Seidi Ali, and four common 


troopers mounted within the court on the morning of 

the third day, when the gate being ſuddenly thrown 
open, the prince at their head ruſhed forth ſword 
in hand, and hewed his way through thouſands of 
the troops of Ghazi, One of the horſemen was 
killed, Sidi was wounded, but the Prince and the 


reſt of his brave followers eſcaped unhurt. 


At Vixierubad he fell in with [ttulrow the rel. 


tor, whom he joined; but finding all this chief's views 


were only to raiſe contributions on the country in 
the Prince's name, he left him and repaired to 
Secundra, where Nijib ul Dowla, Bukhſkee or trea- 
ſurer of the Empire reſided, between whom and 
the Vizier a mortal enmity ſubſiſted: but this 


Omrah not joining heartily i in his cauſe, he pro- 
ceeded for Lucknow, where Suja ul Dowlathen kept 
his court: this Souba however having by the vil- 
lanies of his father, and the co-incidence of inteſtine 


commotions, become an independent ſovereign, had 
no wiſh to revive the power of the Empire: he 
made the Prince therefore a nafir * of elephants, 
horſes, and a ſmall ſum of money, and declined wy 


further concern in his affairs. 


The Prince Ali Gober, or as he was W 


called Sb . upon this diſappointment 
: 0 out for Alababa 


2 W Ne, i. e. 2 5 wh The King s fon. | 
| Mohammed 55 


then under the Gogunion ng A 
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Mohanmed Kuli Kban +, where they Wu che 
invaſion of Bengal and Bebar, to the Nabobſhip 
of which Lord Clive had ſome time before raiſed 
Meer Jaſſier. Orders were in conſequence iſſued 
to all the neighbouring Rajas; and ſuch was the in- 
fluence of the mere name of the undoubted heir of 
the empire, that, without money, and ſupported 
only by a nabob of little power, he ſoon found 
himſelf at the head of above 60,000 men. 
He laid ſiege to Patna; and had there been only 
Indian Powers to contend with, Meer Faffier and 
Ramnaran, the Nabob of Brbar, would ſoon have 
been {tripped of their dominions; but the ſuperior 
ius and bravery of a Clive ſtruck terror through 
us army. The eaſtern people are great faraliſts ; 1 
it is almoſt, impoſſible to lead them to battle againſt 
a fortunate general; they conſider it as fighting 
againſt the Deity; and when once a man has the 


reputation of ſucceſs, W is too void for him 
to I ALLEmPt *. . 


. A Various 
19 17 62. 10 
The unfortunate Shabzade (ays Mr. Seraſton) moſs 


| amiable character deſerved a better fate, ſoon perceived the 


Colonel (Clive) was the only obſtacle to his ſucceſs; and 
having found he was not to be allured by the flattering pro- 
ſperity that for ſome time attended him, endeavoured now to 
make an impreſſion on him by his misfortunes, He repre- 
ſented to the Colonel, in a very pathetic letter, the peculiar 
wretchedneſs of his fate; That born to a crown, the per- 


© ſecution of the vizier had left him not a ſpot to reſt on; 


* that he had no intentions againſt Meer Jaſßer's life or go- 
„ yernment; that all he aimed at was an army to make head 
« againſt the vizier; and if it pleaſed God to favour his 
cauſe, the Colonel might command any advantages for 


«© the Company or himſelf.” This the Colonel communis | 


cated to the Souba's ſon and Ramnaran, who both agreed it 
would be dangerous to have a prince of the blood in any of 
the provinces; that he would prove a conſtant ſource of 

the Souba z would draw on 


him 


10 1 


Various were the difficulties under which this 


Prince afterwards ſtruggled, till he at length in the 


year 1764 ſurrendered himſelf into the hands of 


General Carnac at Geiab in Bebar. It was here he 


firſt received intelligence of the murder of his fa- 


ther Alumgucer, who had been aſſaſſinated by the 
Vixier Ghazi ul Dien about four years before; and 
was ſoon after proclaimed emperor at Patna. 


The Britiſh however at this time not inclining to 


aſſiſt in placing him on his throhe, he a ſecond 
time had recourſe to Suja ul Dowla, who in the 
mean time had got poſſeſſion of Alababad, in conſe- 
quence of the death of Mohammed Kuli Khan, 
vVhom he had cauſed to be aſſaſſinated at his devotions. 

Sia now thought the poſſeſſion of the King's 
perſon of importance; he treated him therefore 
with the farce of royalty, but he was no longer at 
liberty: he obliged Shah Allum to appoint him Vi- 
zier of the EY: and to © aß 


: Km the 1 of . vizier, N finally We * 


country in continual troubles. The Colonel therefore ſent 


back the meſſenger with a reſpectful letter, and a preſent of 


five hundred gold Mohurs [about 1000 ſterling]. His be- 


haaviour ſo charmed the prince, that he ſent him word he q 
would force himſelf under his protection, and dare him to 
deliver him up; but the Colonel was neceſſitated to anſwer, 


that he ated under the Souba's orders, and would therefore 


by no means adviſe him to put himſelf in his power. In 
| conſequence of which the unhappy Shahbzade was F obliged to 


ſeek ſome other refuge. 


“ Ghazi ul Dien, the former vizier, who at . age of five- 
and-twenty had put to death two emperors, and (according 


to Colonel Dow) had crowded into a few years of early youth 


more crimes and abilities than other conſummate villains have 
done into a long life of wickedneſs and treachery, 1% 


himſelf borne down by the ſuperior fortune of his rival N77 


ul Dowla, whoſe cauſe had now been eſpouſed by Adula, 5 
took refuge with a Rajah of the Fates ; and now wanders 
over the neighbouring provinces with a few vagabonds, 
watching an W of ee 4 . Into 1 5% 
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grants and deeds, under the ſanction of which he 
meant to aggrandize himſelf, and diſtreſs the neigh- 


bouring provinces. 


About this time Caſim Ali Khan, having been 


defeated by Major Adams, fled with an immenſe 
treaſure, and took ſhelter with S$uja, whom he pre- 
vailed upon to march down upon the Company's 


> provinces: the King was of neceſſity in their 


train: they were routed by Colonel Monro at 
Buxar: the Soubas eſcaped; and Shah Allum once 


more ſought the protection of the Engliſh. 


The Brijiþþ politicks however ſtill would not ad- 


mit of their aſſiſting the Mogul in the recovery of 


his capital; but the Cora province and part 


of Allababad were allotted to him, by way of royal 


demeſne, for his ſubſiſtence ; and in the month of 
Auguſt 1765, as a further ſupport of his dignity, 


Lord Clive, among other arrangements, by formal 
treaty ſtipulated to allow him twenty-lix lacks of 


rupees, in conſideration of his appointing the Zaſt 


| Iudia Company 10 the Dewannee of Beng 2 l, Be har, 
and Oriſſa f. Rei wagon ih eters 


Abdallah, 


; +C opy of the agreement n the Right Honourable Robert 


Lord Clive, en the part of the Engliſh Eaft India Company, 
agrees to pay the King Shah Allum, from the revenues of 
Bengal, Behar, and Oriſſa, the ſum of twenty-/ix lacks, or 
325,000 J. per annum, in gratitude for the favours which 
his Lordſbip and the Company had received from his Imperial 
Majeſty. Dated 19th Auguft 1765. 


| Articles of agreement with bis Majeſty. 


* 


The Nahoh Najim al Doaola agrees to pay to his Ma- 
f jeſty out of the revenues of Bengal 
ſum of 26 lacks of rupees a year, without any deduction for 
= batta, on bills of exchange, by regular monthly payments, 


Behar, and Oriſſa, the 


amounting 


"ee r 
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- Abdallah, in the mean time, and the Mabrattors 


deluged with blood the capital and the adjacent 


provinces. It is not however my intention to dwell 
on ſuch dreadful ſcenes. The wretched Delhians 


groaned alternately under the yoke of thoſe ſavage 


monſters; as fortune gave ſuperiority to their arms. 
The Perſian, however, having at length defeated 


them in a pitched battle, in which they loſt above 
30, ooo men, he invited Shah Allum to Delhi: ; bur, 
being too prudent to truſt himſelf with the barba- 


rian, he raiſed to the throne Fewan Bukbt (the Shah's 


aeldeſt ſon) under the tuition of Nijib ul Dowla, and 
then marched for Fee 

HSbab Allum, during theſe convulſions, unable to 
end the leaſt aſſiſtance to his diſtreſſed ſubjects, =_— 

remained at Allahabad till the year I771, perſonally B 


protected indeed by the Company, but denied every 
aid towards the recovery of his throne. Often had 


he enforced to them the facility with which, amidſt 
ſuch jarring factions, he could eſtabliſh himſelf ; in 
"I . „ ³˙¹¹AAͤ the | his 


: amounting to Rs. 216,666 10 per month; ; the firſt pay- 
ment to commence from the 1 | of September of the preſent 


year ; - and the Engliſh Company, 1 in conſideration of his Ma- 


jeſty's having been graciouſly pleaſed to grant them the De- 


wannee of Bengal, &c. do engage themſelves to be ſecurity 


for the regular payment of the ſame. It ſhall be paid month 

by month from the factory of Pata to Rajah Shetabroy, or | | 
whomſoever his Majeſty may think proper to nominate, that 
it may be forwarded by him to the court; but in caſe the 
territories of the aforeſaid Nabob ſhould be invaded by any 
foreign enemy, a deduction is then to be made out of tje 
ſtipulated revenue, proportionably to the damage that may 
be ſuſtained. | 
Ins conſideration of Nj Khan's having joined the 


Ergliſb forces, and aged his Majeſty? s ſervice in the late 


war, his Majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed to allow him the 
Im of two. lacks. by; e a Yours to be paid by equal 
| I monthly 7 
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| 13 1 
his dominiogs: ; mo, had he explained the nun» 
berleſs advantages which might thence accrue to 
their commercial and political intereſts, but in vain; 
at length however, underſtanding that Delhi was in 
the poſſeſſion of Zabda Khan a Rohilla chief (fon of 
Nijib ul Dowla, whom J have formerly mentioned, 
as treaſurer of the empire) and that with a ſmall 
army he could eaſily recover it, he applied for a 
few troops, which the Governor, not A N 
bimſelf properly authorized to _ he propoſed | 
attempting it with his own force; to this the 
Governor and Council making no objection, he 
was accordingly eſcorted to the frontiers of the ; 
Cora province by Sir Robert Barker and Suja ul 
Dowla : Yet ſuch was his attachment to the 
Engliſh, that although his duty to himſelf and his 
people made every effort neceſſary that had a pro- 
bability of ſucceſs, at parting with Sir Robert he 
could not diſguiſe his feelings, the tears flowed 
from his eyes, wn: for two days! his attendants Foul | 


monthly payments; ; Gs firſt payment to commence Fran: ths | 
1ſt of September of the preſent year: and in default thereof, 
the Engliſs Company, who are guarantees for the ſame, will 
make it good out of the revenue allotted to his Majelty from 
the territories of Bengal. Tf the territories of Pengal ſhould 


9 at any time be invaded, and on that account, a deduction 


be made out of the royal-revenue, in ſuch caſe a proportion · | 
able deduction ſhall alſo be made out of N Khan's al- 


| lowance. 


Dated the z9th of _ 176 5. 
Fort-William, 3 September 1765. 


A true copy: 


Arxx. CanenBii. 
| 8. 8. C. 


124 nation gt Paton who poſſeſs great part of the country 
l between Delbi and Lucknow, one of * ul Penis 5 princi- 


hardly 


| pal towns in te 9 of Oud. 


1 74 ] 
hardly prevail with him to take the ſmalleſt ſuſ- 
155-7 is oor ret Firs bon 

At Furakbabad his Majeſty was joined by the 
 Mabrattors, who, from motives of private intereſt, © 
| proffered him that aſſiſtance which the Zn2iif had 
refuſed, and which, though unwillingly, he was 
under the neceſſity of accepting. The Robilla 
chief fled at his approach; and he ſoon after entered 
Delbi, where he was received with open arms by 
his fon Jewen Bukbt (whom Abdallah had placed 
upon the throne) who immediately reſigned to his 
father every enſign of royalty, _ = 

. Having thus ſlightly touched upon ſuch of the 

principal lines of the Emperor's Hiſtory, as ap- 
| peared neceſſary to illuſtrate the nature and ten- 

dency of my embaſſy, I ſhall now proceed to ex- 
plain the motives and principles upon which 1 
have proceeded. JJJ!!ͤ Por Is 1 
In the year 1968 I arrived in Bengal with the 
appointment of Major in the Company's forces on 
that eſtabliſhment ; and, as early as OFober 1769, 
J conceived the idea of re-eſtabliſhing the Em- 
peror on his throne. The advantages to my 
country, which I ſhall enlarge upon in the fol- 
lowing ſheets, ſtruck me forcibly; and the invete- 
racy of the various factions among his Indian foes 
C — w o ĩðͤ pn BW 
A few days before I marched from Hazagunſe ® 
to Bankypore 1 had been introduced to his Majeſty 1 
at Allahabad by Colonel Sir Robert Barker: but ar 
what was my aſtoniſhment to find a prince, born 
to one of the greateſt empires in the world, a D 
Prince of amiable manners, of tried fortitude, 4 
courage, and ability, fitting in a hut covered an 
with ſtraw, hardly large enough to hold above ;et 
twelve people; yet this hut was called the Pr: 4 
725 SD ²˙ V etott; 2 
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zar or Court of the Great Mogul; and this while 
protected by the Engliſh Eaft India Company e 
The reflections which aroſe in my mind from this 
circumſtance, joined to the obſervations I had 
made, and the intelligence I had received of the 
ſituation of the country, made ſo ſtrong an impreſs 
ſion on my mind, that when I arrived at Banky- 
pore I framed the rough draught of a plan, for raiſ- 
ing at my own expence a body of men ſufficientfor 
reſtoring $hab Allum to the throne of his anceſtors. 
This ſketch I ſhowed to Mr. Rumbold, then Chief 


of Patna, and afterwards to Sir Robert Barker, 


from whom I obtained leave to proceed to Calcutta 
to lay it before the Governor and Council; but 
Mr. Cartier, not then judging the criſis favourable, 
diſſuaded me from moving in it further at that 
OO of GE SR ve ͤĩͤ r 
Yet ftill the more I viewed it, the more I con- 
ſidered it as an object of great public utility, and 
only waited till the ſituation of the Company's af- 
fairs might induce their ſervants to look upon 1t 
in the ſame important light, E 
About two years afterwards, however, a circum- 
ſtance happened, which induced me to reſign the 


Company's ſervice. Advices from Englandinform- 


* On enquiring into the reaſon of this treatment, which 


appeared to me to border upon barbariſm, I was inform 


ed, that his Majeſty had princely accommodations within 
the fort, but as they did not chooſe to admit his attendants 
and guards, he rather inclined to put up with the little in- 
convenient place in which I ſaw him. I could not however 
help reflecting on the honours paid to the Vizier Sia ul 
Dewla as he paſſed and repaſſed the Britiſh cantonments 


at Hazugurje, when the troops were ordered under arms, 


and he was ſaluted with nineteen guns; whilſt his Ma- 
jeſty on his march to and from Fy/abad had not the leaſt no- 


$44 
— 4 


wes ed Ys OW > — . — » = 2 
— —— — . 2 — Sr * COD hs as 
0-7 DS 2 4 EE — — — GO — — — — 


2 
— 2 Fox %, 


rr 


— — — 
—— J 


— — 


rr 


n , a6, 4: 9 „ * — - — Le 2 6 ** — — — 
. . 5 one WY _— : 2 2 — 5 IEEE ELITE RR FREE L WS) ce CPS. 
A 2 — AST - 2 00 DP r 7 . rn 8 ier ä A 
Wt — — 2 234 . ——— 3 roo a . 4 ak ot TE US ee l * 2 Au” aus a 
— e * 1 q Pans. - 1 9 * © a 


9 F A . ] ̃ IE? 


0 N 2 * 
nen 
32 #4464 


ä 


O rr [ECT * 
* — = ——— ä — ar <3. I eg 
La CATS d 


UE ISA * 3 96919 Io tA 6s 


—— — —— ͤ — —— ¶ — —— — 2 ——— ——— — 


25 45 4333 


— — — — no 


| 16 J ES 
ed me that the we. of Directors had a olated 


Captain Zyres to the rank of oldeſt Major on the 
Bengal eſtabliſhment ; as I ever conceived it there- 


fore to be in the higheſt degree unjuſt to promote 
one man over the heads of others, againſt whom not 


the moſt diſtant imputation could lie, I applied 


to Sir Robert Barker for leave to proceed for Cal- 
cutta to reſign my commiſſion; I received from Sir 


Robert a polite anſwer, and Umymediarely left Mon. 
gueerF. 


On my arrival at Calcutta, previous to "hoping 


my commiſſion, I wrote to the Governor and Select 
Committee, encloſing propoſals relative to my plan, 
copies of which with the Secretary's anſwer are in- 
ſerted below“. 


+ 7: o Major John Morriſon, of the 7 bird Brigade. 


Head Quarters, Monguerr, Now. 1 WW 771. 
8 1 R. | 


its conſequence of your application to proceed to the pre- 
ſidency, in order to reſign the Honourable Company's ſer- 


vice, I now, grant you my permiſſion; and take this opportu- 
nity to aſſure you, that during the time you have been under 


my command, your conduct and behaviour has been in every 
reſpect fatisfaQory, and you may make uſe of this letter on 
all occaſions where you think my W may tend 


to your inderett. M3 * 


x I | am, 7 6 N 3 
Four ** cheat humble Event, III 
BaxxER. 


Pee To the Honourable Jokn Cartier, Ek Preſident, and the 


Members of the Select Committee. 


Honourable. Sir and Sirs, _ 
If the incloſed propoſals, which 1 1 5 3 to 


lay before you, meet with your approbation, I humbly pro- 
poſe to ſet off immediately to lay them before the Emperor of 
Hindoſtan to obtain his conſent, together with'fuch powers 
om his * as gd be and to * e = 
22. 6 E 
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| plied to the Prefident and Council for redreſs; bur 


Dee. 6th 1771. | 


5 Ft 
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© Af 
Finding my intelligence from En e ſoon after- 
wards confirmed by the arrival of ajor Eyres, T ap- 


on 


able: Court of a. before 1 1 propoſe 10 ö de- 5 
liver them in perſon for their final determination. 
I I am fo happy as to meet with Tour concurrence, .I 
humbly requeſt that you would be pleaſed to indulge me 
with a brevet of Lieut. Colonel, and an eſcort of W 
Horſe, with letters to the King, and to his Vizier S ut 
_ Dowla, acquainting them with your approbation and my 
deſign. 
: 8 1 am, with great reſpect, Honourable Sir and Sin. | 
Calcutta, Your moſt obliged and moſt 
obedient humble ſervant, 
Joux Monkrson. 


| 7 he Menorial of Join Morriſon, 205 2 in the Third Ni- 
| gade, commanded by Brigadier-general Sir Robert Barker. 
Vigbt, Commander in wy W the ee Raft India 
Company s forces. 


He begs leave to make the IE. propoſals t to he Ho- 


yourable the Preſident, Vai; Members of the Select Com- fo 
mittee, _ 5 


That he will exlenata to — for the ſervice of the ko- 
nourable Company two thouſand horſe, and eight thouſand - 
ſepoys, with their officers complete. 
| That as he does not intend to put the Company to the 
leaſt unneceflary expence, he propoſes to put them into the 
ſervice of the King, with this reſtriction, that if che Honour- 
able Company's ſettlements ſhall be invaded by any power 
whatſoever, they ſhall march to their aſſiſtance, when de- 


manded by the eee the Preſident and Members of 8 
the Select Committee. a 


That they ſhall then receive from the Honourable Com- 
pany, from the date of their marching orders, the ſame pay 
and gratuity as the Honourable Company” s troops. 
That as arms and accoutrements will be wanting, with 


twenty-four field-pieces, and ſome battering cannon, he pro- 


poſes two lacks of rupees a year ſhall be Paid to the Honour- 
able Company ſor their uſe. 


That as European officers will be neceſſary, for the dif- 


[ipliniog and kn Werte "oy the different bat- 


talious L 


7 18 * Nh 
| on cheir aſſuring me, that it was not t in thelr power, 
the orders from the Court of Directors being po- 
ſidve, I deſired leave to reſign the ſervice, Which 


| 3 of \Sepoys, * . that fuck a cab be i incor- 
: N as. may be thought neceſſary for that purpoſe, 
That every officer, on; his bein appointed to this corps, is 
to take an oath of fidelity to 1 Company, that he will 
always promote to the utmoſt. of his power the intereſt of the 
Company, and obey from time to time all ſuch orders as he 
may receive from the Honourable the Preſident and Mem- 
bers of the Select Committee, or their commander in chief. 
That as cloth, warlike ſtores, &c. will be wanting, he 
propoſes the purchaſe to be made from the Honourable Com- | 
pany. --. | 
wi” begs leave to point out ſome of the many advantages 
this body of troops will be of to the Company. They will 
always'be ready in caſe of any emergency ; they will be at 
hand to counteract any part the enemies of the Company 
may take, and keep the Mabrattors in awe. 5 
They will take x om the Company yearly large quantities 
of their ſtaple commodities, and may be the means of ex- 
| tending their commerce through the Mogul empire. 
If the Company's ſettlements on the Coaſts ſhould be at- 
| tacked, by their making a diverſion in their favour they 
might render the Company the utmoſt ſervice.” 
If theſe propoſals are agreeable to the Honourable the fre- 
ident and Members of the Select Committee, he will with 
their permiſſion lay them before the King; if he approves of 
them, he will then wait on the Honourable Court of Di- 
reectors for their approbation, or follow ſuch directions as the 
5 Honourable the Preſident and Members of the Seo a 
TORY. ſhall think proper to give them. 


3 | 75 Major | John Morriſon, 
SI B. 


: N am aasee * the Honourable the Prefident 4 Mem- 4} 
bers of the Select Committee to inform you, that after having 
given the moſt attentive peruſal to your memorial they conſt- 
: ger the general tendency of your plan to be in every degree 
5 zuadmifft ble, and to which, from their duty to the Com- 
pany, they are obliged to give the moſt abſolute diſcourage- 
went; 155 * at the farms time Ry me to * 1 * 
| b 


3 
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TT @ I 
was accordingly. complied with, and a certificate 5 
ſent me of my behaviour, while I had the honour 5 


5 bi "IS the Company 's. Comiſſion * = 


4 
” * 
o ; 
* 45 
* 


that ** your general good character, they are SF a 
zeal for the Company's intereſt has been a chief motive with 
you in forming a ſcheme of this nature. I am farther ordered 
do ſignify to you their entire Fa erate and c n 

ö of your military abilities. | 

CLARET. 15 5 
Fort Millau, „ Your wol obedient Rivate; 

N . 2 8 A „„ — ey 

J oa 9%,--4 Sec. Sel. Coin, 


I „ To the — Jobe e Sade; Bs | Preſent; and the 
Conancil at F ort Nr N TIE | 


en Sir and sirs, ib 
From m my firſt appointment in Bengal 1 was a ae to re- 
commend myſelf to the Gentlemen in power, by a cloſe and 
_ diligent diſcharge of that truſt the Court of Directors was 


1 5 pleaſed to inveſt me with. How well I have performed my 
part I appeal to you, gentlemen, ta my general, and = 


every officer I have had the honour to ſerve With. 


Before my arrival three Ligutenant-colonels. and . 8 


ſapernumerary Majors were added to the eſtabliſhment : this 
was a prievance-I did not complain of, as I hoped for the 
like indulgence when I came to be know. g 
On the death of that good and excellent officer Major Da- 
carrel, I applied to the General to be removed to the Se- 
poy corps, for Which chere is no additional pay or batta. In 
| anc to which the general wrote me, 5 
<<" Whenever 1 have an opportunity of obliging Major 
* Morriſon, I ſhall think myſelf happy, 38, fa doing; you 
„ ſhall be removed to the Seel cope.” This letter a 
dated October 177. | 
When the S owner? arrived at Danapour, Lieutsbant. eolo- 
5 nel Leflie made known his intentions of returning to Europe 
by the ſhips of the ſeaſon; as I was the oldeſt Major, I ex- 
pected to ſucceed to Lieutenant-colonel Leſlie, and of courſe 
0 the command of the battalzon which 1 had formed and dif- 
oy _—_ Liemenant-colangl Winwaod's rd Major Tor- 
i nted a Eieutenant-colonel; ; herefors C..- 
C2 FOOTY looked 5 
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known my intentions of quitting the ſervice, and 3 | 


. 
In this place T cannot help obſerving, that there 
does not exiſt a more illiberal, a more unjuſt ſyſtem 
than that of fuperceſſion witkout che ſhadow of 

e N complaint; 


fooked upon it as my right to ſacceed to Lieutenant-colonel 


Leſlie, when he reſigned, as it made no addition to the eſta- 


liſkment. - . 


I have had the mortification to ſee a younger Major taken 


from a general court martial, on which he was a member, 
ſitting at Calcutta, ſent three hundred miles to command at 
 Mongueer, when I was at r only ninety- ſix from 
that place: this, however, I di 

when the ſame Major was in December 1770 taken from the 


not think much of; but 


Sepoy corps of the ſecond brigade, to command the Sepoys of 
the third, under Lieutenant-colonel Gailliez at Allahabad, 


1 felt myſelf injured; I waited on General Barker, made 


to Europe by the laſt ſhip of the feaſon : but before I had 


ſettled my affairs to proceed to Calcutta, an order arrived for 
the third brigade to take the field, I changed then my re- 
ſolution, as the long wiſhed- for opportunity, I thought, was 
arrived of convincing my noble patron, Lord North, I was 


not unworthy of his favours. He had recommended me to 
the Court of Directors with the ardour of a friend, ſupported 


my intereſt with his whole weight, and in a manner ſtaked 


his honour: for my abilities. Till 1 had diſcharged him, 


_ therefore, of his obligations to the Company in my appoint- 
ment, I could have no thought for myfelf. The hiſtory of 
that campaign you are well acquainted with: the opportu - 


nity was loſt of returning to Zurope, as the brigade did not 


I am now again ſuperſeded by Captains Viiding and Eyres, : 
the firſt reſtored to his rank as Lieutenant-colonel, the ſecond 


appointed a Major: this is a rank he had no right to, by 


the rank he had in the army when he reſigned: he was then 
a Captain next before Captain H. 
This is the fourth time I have been ſuperſeded ſince I ar- 


rived in the country, by Captains Wilding, Goddard, and 


Erxres, and Lieutenant-colonel Winweed ;/ the three firſt were 
Captains for ſome months after my arrival, and the fourth, 
Lieuteuant-colonel Find, was taken from the artillery. 


Is this a reward for my faithful and diligent ſervices? to 


1 


(21 J = 
complaint; nor among the many bad meaſures 
- which have been driving the Company to the verge 
of ruin, could one be conceived- of a more per- 
S ok nicious 


Il muſt therefore beg leave to reſign the Hononrable Com- 
pany's ſervice, a ſervice in which I cannot remain with ho- 
nour or ſatis faction to myſelf, till I meet with redreſs fro 
the Court of Directors. 5 e 
I: propoſe returning by land; the route I intend to take is, 
by Zy/abad, Delhi, Caboul, Candubar, through Perfia and 
Bs Fa your protection as a Britiſb ſubject, and requeſt, 
as a particular favour, vou will give me every aſſiſtance in 
your power. —I am, with great reſpect, ot 
5 Ht _ Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
Calcutta, ,  _ Your moſt obedient _ 
Dec. 16, 1777. And very humble ſervant, 
õõĩðV Oe FE A 
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Anfeer from the Preſident and Council, December 16th 1771. 
7 Major John Morriſon. mich 
Buy the Honourable the Preſident and Council I am directed 
to acknowledge the receipt of your addreſs to them, and to 
acquaint you in reply, that the Honourable the Court of 
Directors have been pleaſed to direct, that every officer. who 
may apprehend himſelf to be aggrieved is to lay his caſe! be- 
fore the Board, and ſhould it be referred to the deciſion of 
tbe Directors, he is to remain in Iadia until their orders can 
be ſeat thereon; for if he goes to England they declare they 
ſhall look upon his reſignation as an effeGual bar againſt; his 
Nigg a leel gens cop 16 
The Board defire that you will give due conſideration: to 
this order of the Directors; after which if you ſtill remain 
fixed in your determination of reſigning the ſerviee and re- 
turning to England, they are ready to receive your commif- 
ſion, and grant you leave to proceed according to your firſt | 
Fort Williim, © Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
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To the Honourable John . E/q; bun, and the 
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nicious tendency, . * a gentleman goes to Ju- 
dia, either in the civil or military lines, with a 


in a ee of years, it will 
: Operate 


Council of F ort WOT. | 


4 


rr Sir and Sirs, 
In anſwer to a Jetter, dated TR 16th, Whack I wal 15 
the honour to receive this day at one o'clock from your Ho- 


nourable Board, through your Secretary Mr. Vynne, I be 0 
leave to point out the eltabliſhment, and my ſtanding in this 
army; ſuch as was ſhewn ta me on my appointment, by the 

then Honourable Chairman, Mr. Raus. 


 CoronsLs, Richard Smith, Sir Robert Barker, Joſe 2h Peach, 
© L1EUTENANT-COLONELS, Charles = man, Alexander 
Champion, Hugh. Grant 4 Charles Pemble, 'Gewpe Sempil, | 
Mathew Leſlie. - 
Majors, Primroſe Caillies, Gilbert Trobe,” Janes Mor- 
gan, Anthony Polier, Douglas Hill, John rr ee 2 1 


: 256 liſh, 2 Morriſon, William Blair. 


ou ſee, gentlemen, my real ſtanding in this- army, is = 
next to Lieutenant-colonel Cammins; I hope you will not 
think this an imaginary grievance, nor condemn. me for the 


_ reſolution I have taken to return to Europe, to regain, if 
poſſible, the rank I have loſt: if it was in your power, I am 
fully convinced I ſhould not have — to undertake this 5 
1 JORTATY; 


Iam forry I ſhould differ i in opinion gen the Honourable 7 


"the Court of Directors, but it is impoſſible for me to ſerve 
in the ſituation I am now in, nor have 1 fortune ſufficient to 
maintain me in this country till ſuch time as an anſwer 


could be received; as it is, by the time I land in England, I 


thall have diminiſhed my private fortune very conſiderably, 
' fince I have been Ne to the Honourable Wen, 4 


ſervice. . 


_ I requeſt _ will favour me witha certificate of my behs⸗ © 


| our, of.: during n time I have had the ** to _ | 


| in — 8 
1 am, with great reſpect, 
1 5 Sir and - 
_ - £647 - Your moſt obedient © | 
18th Deo. 1771 " and "me humble ſervant, _ 


Joux Moxkisowc. 
N 2 


. | 
aperate as ſtrong à ſecurity for his good behaviour, 
955 he will paſs through the hampered ſubordinate 
ſtations with chearfulneſs and attention to the Com- 
pany's intereſts. But once deprive him of this 
hope, once convince him that intereſt at home 
will outweigh ſervices abroad, you cool his ardor, 


you render him careleſs of the public weal, and force 


* 


him in deſpair to graſp at any immediate oppor- 


tunity of improving his fortune, however incon- 


ſiſtent with the general good. Moneyleſs merit, 


* 


daily experience will inform him, never attracts at- 


F 


tention, whilit all powerful gold will cover a mul- 
titude of fins. To cenſure individuals abroad 
therefore for deviating from the path of integrity is 
abſurd, whilſt the example is ſet them here at 
home; the fountain muſt be pure if we expect a 


limpid ſtream. 


 Havingltaken my leave therefore of a ſervice, 
which has hitherto been conducted on the worſt of 


principles, and informed Governor Cartier (of 

whoſe integrity and politeneſs I ſhall ever en- 
tertain the higheſt eſteem) that I propoſed re- 
turning to Europe by land, he did me the 


| Cortificate from the Profulent and Council. 


1 This 18 to certify to all whom it may concern, that Ma- 7 
jor John Morriſon has ſerved the Honourable the Eaft India 


Company as a-Major of infantry on their Bengal military 
eftabliſhment for the ſpace of more than three years, during 
which time he has always performed his duty with the intire 

approbation of his ſuperiors, and has preſerved the repyta- 


tion of a gentleman, and a good and gallant officer. 


Given under our hands and the ſeal of the ſaid Com- 

pan at Fort William, the 24th December 1791. 

e I TE e ood B 
Wu. Al DERSEx. 


W. Wrunz, Ser Joszen JzKT IT. 


110 P. Dae ass. 
Tnouas Lang. 


honour 
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honour of giving me recommendatory letters to 
his Majeſty Sah Allum, to Sujah ul Dowla, Mu- 


i neera ul Dowla, and Nujuff Nan. My principal 
_ reaſons for taking the route by Delhi, Candabar, and 
8 Perſia were to know Shah Allum's ſentiments with 
tf regard to the propoſals I had given in to the Select 
N „ Committee, and at the ſame time to make obſer- 
48 _ vations on the political and commercial principles 
| of the different countries through which I might 
1 JJ T7. -.:- 
S On the 20th December 1771, I accordingly left 
=: Calcutta, and arrived on the 6th of February 1772 at 
1 the Rumna + near Fyſabad, where Sir Robert Barker 
|| was encamped. I waited on the General next day, 
when he informed me that there was a probability 
„ of a war with the Mabrattors; upon which pro- 


poſed to him to delay my journey, and ſerve under 


i} him as a volunteer without pay; he thanked me, 
1 JJ. ⁰⁰y EI... - 
* an On the 8th Sir Robert, with Suja ul Dowla 
mmarched for Lucknow; I accompanied them. We 


arrived there the 13th, where having delivered Go- 
vernor Cartier's letter to ua, and to Muneera ul 
Dowla, I took my leave on the 15th, after receiv- 
ing further recommendatory letters from the Ge- 
neral and the Vizier to his Majeſty. 
On the 2d of April I reached the royal camp 
near Paturgur, at the foot of the Sewalikh hills; 
and next day I delivered my letters at a public au- 


— RGA 22 hr 
r 


ee AT eee eee ee 1; 


. et — 


ER. cola oh bw : 
MH On the 6th 1 had the honour of a private con- 
|! ference with the King, when I firſt learned that 


This is the ſame Najuf Khan mentioned in the treaty 
between the King and Lord Clive, inſerted page 11. Hein 
one of the Shah's principal generals, commanding a body of 

zoo Moguls, his own immediate dependante. 
EKRumna ſignifies a park, ER 


Is _— 


Sovernor 


— . — — 


Governor Haſtings, * by this time had ſucceeded 


Mr. Cartier, had ſtopped his 2 4 s reyenue of 
twenty-ſix lacks, - ſo ſolemnly pA ge by treaty 
to be paid him on the ſole condition of his ap- 


pointing the Company to dhe = Dewannee of the 

three provinces, _ 3 
I oðo account for this ſtep p. on the FSR OS = 
juſtice, was impoſſible. | In the. treaty with Lord 
Clive (who owes the high eſtimation he ſtands 
in with the Indian ſtates to his firm unalterable ob- 
ſervation of i go ew no condition whatſo- 


ever is required of his Majeſty but the aſſignment 
of the Dewannee. He vs 5 the next hour have | 


proceeded unqueſtioned to Agra, Delhi, Labore, or 
any other place in his dominions. But he did not; 
a friend to the Engliſb, he ſought in every ſtep their 
approbation. An opportunity offered, which he 
thought favourable for the recovery of his capital; 
he requeſted the Company's aid, particular views 
pPrevented his obtaining it; he then propoſed the 
attempt with his own power, when the Governor and 
Council not only conſented, but Sir Robert Barker 
eſcorted him to the frontiers of the Cora province 
with part of the Company's troops; and the revenue 
was ſtill continued to be paid till a change of admini- 


ſtration producing a change of ideas, every pre- 


tenſion to juſtice was ſacrificed to a zeal (perhaps) 
though certainly a very miſtaken one, for ti Com- ö 
pany's intereſt, 


Such a A sone blow to the 106 of . 


and to the Britiſb faith ſtruck me in the moſt for- 

cible manner; and I could not help looking for- 
ward to the daneful tendency of this diſregard to | 
all truth, and the moſt ſacred of engagements, _ 


Good faith is one of the greateſt virtues of ſo- 


f ciety; the want of it throws a ſhade over all the 
reſt; and ſtates as well as individuals muſt ever 


. 5 be 
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be affected in proportion to the regard they pay to 


1 


it. The old Romans owed more to their ſteady at- 
tention to good faith, both in the acquiſition and 


preſervation of dominion, than even to their ſu- 


perior military abilities; and nothing can ever give 
more importance to the character of any nation, 


than an inviolable adherence to their plighted ho- 
nour, which no imaginary temporary advantage 
ought ever to induce them to ſet at nought. Yet 

is it a truth, too well authenticated to be queſtioned 


now, that Britiſb faith, ſo juſtly famed in every 
Chriſtian ſtate, has, in India, hardly ever had any 
other ſtandard than the will of the chiefs for the time 

being; the moſt ſolemn treaties entered into by one 


governor with the country powers having, accord- 
ing as ambition, intereſt, or caprice dictated, been 


cCancelled by his ſucceſſor without the ſhadow of 
reaſon. Such proceedings, however, though conſo- 
nant to the ſhort-ſighted views of arbitrary deſpo- 


tiſm, which never acts upon the principles of juſtice, 


but when forced by neceſſity, muſt caſt the fouleſt : 
ſtain on Britiſb honour, which only a very op- 
poſite conduct can ever wipe wax. 


. : 


Machiavel himfelf, who conſidered | breach of 


public faith as a maſter-ſtroke in politicks, when 


1mportant and certain advantages attended the vio- 


lation, recommends to his prince to be tenacious of 
his engagements, when it was his intereſt to adhere 


to them. Had therefore Machiavelian principles 


alone directed the conduct of India affairs, nothing 
could have been more wretched than the policy, 


which the leaders have on various occaſions pur- 


ſued, with regard to a monarch, whom every idea of 


| honour and real intereſt intitled to treatment of a 
very different nature, and which I flatter myſelf the 


following ſheets will more clearly demonſtrate. 


The 


ing upon me. 


with him; hinting 


happened to go one day 


TTY 


The „—— with the King being over, 1 


: vent by his Majeſty's deſire to the Raja Ramat, 


who uſed every argument to induce me to enter 
into Shab Allum's ſervice, which I for the preſent 
declined, ſeeing no 1 from the behaviour 
of the Governor an Council, that any proper un- 


derſtanding could be mediated between them. Re- 
ſolving therefore to purſue my route without de- 
lay, I ſent on the gth an arzee to the King, de- 
firing permiſſion to leave his camp; but about two 
hours -afterwards I received a meſſage from' the 
Raja Ramnat, wiſhing to ſee me, with an apology 
_ that a flight indiſ ofition prevented him from wait- 
T attended him accordingly in the 

evening, when he informed me that the King 
would give me a carte- blanche if I would remain 
at the ſame time, that it was a 


doubt whether his Majeſty would conſent to my 


departure. I told him I was obliged to the King ; 
for his offers; but as I ſhould never purſue my 
own intereſt, . unleſs it coincided with that of —4 
King and country, 1 thought J could not, conſiſt- 
ently with my duty to either, accept of his propo- 
ſals, unleſs I could at the ſame time be in any way 
conducive to promote the glory of my ſovereign, 
and the advantage of my fellow ſubjects; but that 
if the plan I ſhould lay down could be adopted in 


is full extent, I ſhould then ſerve him to the beſt 
of my abilities. 


Whilſt theſe linen were in | Agitation 1 . 


1 Ae, bgnies a letter or petition. = 


ä | Fired 


to the Durbar, where 1 
could not help being ſhocked at the diſreſpect, naß 
even inſult, with which the deſcendant of the great 
0 Lenne, Was treated by he brutal Mabrattors, 5 
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1 
Fired with indignation, I haſtened to the tent of 
the Raja Ramnat, and propoſed, if the King would 


give me the command of his Sepoys for a few 
days, to extricate him from that humiliating ſitua- 
tion, or periſh in the attempt: that I would im- 
mediately attack Paturgur, and put his Majeſty in 


poſſeſſion of the treaſure it contained F ; and if Nu- 


| jaff Khan would join me with his Moguls, I did not 
entertain a doubt of beating the Mahrattors in the 


The Raja told me that he would conſult with 


ſome others of the Omrahs, and next day let me 
know the reſult of their deliberations. I went ac- 
cordingly at the time appointed, and found them 
in council; when they intreated that I would drop 
the idea of ſuch an attempt, as, ſhould the deſign 
reach the ears of the Mabrattors, they could not 
inſure my life an hour. It was impoſſible to think 
highly of the ſpirit of thoſe nobles, who could 
thus tamely ſubmit to the galling yoke of ſuch in- 
human ſavages, whoſe treatment of their ſovereign 
and themſelves was marked with every indignity, 
when a favourable opportunity offered of ſhaking 
it off. The propoſed attempt was by no means 


raſh ; for one bold effort, and the treaſure of Pa- 


turgur, would ſoon have drawn thouſands to the 
royal ſtandard, The Mabrattors by their cruelties 


and exaQtions had rendered themſelves every 


where the objects of general horror; ſo that affec- 
tion for the King, revenge for oppreſſion, and the 
hopes of plunder, would have operated univer- 


I A fort taken by the Mabrattors from Zabda Khan, in 
Which, according to general belief, there was then above 


1,500,000 I. Sterling ; it was poorly guarded, and open on two 
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fally to the deſtruction of thoſe miſcreants, had the 
profp pect of ſucceſs been in the leaſt promiſing. - 
Returning to my tent, I met by the way the 


Nabob Heddy Ali Khan, who had juſt arrived from 


Caboul, of Which place he had been Governor un- 
der the famous Abdallah King of Ghifni, Tdefired 
of him a route of the way he had come, as I pur- 


—— in two days to purſue the ſame tract. He 


gged me however to drop my reſolution, as the 


whole country on that fide was in commotion : 


that having incurred the diſpleaſure of Abdallah, 


private orders had been ſent to the next in command 
do diſpatch him, and ſend his head to Candabar, 
| Where that prince then reſided; but having received 


intelligence of his danger, he had eſcaped from 
Cabo. with 200 horſe, only twenty - nine of whom 


had arrived with him, the reſt being all killed or 
deſperately wounded in various encounters with 
1 the inhabitants of the intermediate provinces, who. 

— ere all in arms. This information making it 


impoſſible for me to think of proſecuting my ori- 


5 8 deſign, I determined to return by the way 
of Delhi, Surat, Baſſora, and the Deſart. pe 


On the 14th 1 accordingly went to the Durbar, 


to take leave of the King, when his Majeſty re- 


newed the propoſals formerly made me by the Raja 


1 Ramnat with regard to entering into his ſervice. 
He was joined by his fon, the Prince ewan Bukbt ; 


but 1 3 to them; that without the con- 


ſent of his Britannick Majeſty I could not accept 
of the honour intended me; whilſt at the ſame 


time, without money, arms, and military ſtores, it 


Vould be impoſſible now to make head againſt the 
Mabrattors, and confirm the obedience. of the 
| Provinces, 


His] ety then propoſed chat 1 ſhould write 
it. 


| 


5 * they 
cannon, arms for two battalions of Sepoys, with 
tumbrils and various kinds of ſtores. To this 1 
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propoſals, as e in x Wy letter“, appeare 
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CY 


withe Governor and Council for arms and ſtores; 


but J obſerved, that I conceived it by no means 


probable that they would comply, after having 


7 ſtopped. his revenye, and at the {ame time was not 


certain whether they had powers, without orders 
from the Court of e His Majeſty thought 
the ſtopping of his revenue was ſo inconſiſtent with 

the boaſted honour of the Engliſh, that he did not 


doubt but the Governor 1 reflect on the in- 
juſtice and bad policy of the meaſure ; and that if 


I would therefore apply for 4000 ſtand of arms, 
500 carbines, 20 pieces of cannon of different bores, 


with ammunition jn proportion, he would give me 
a dukhla or order on the Com any for four lacks 
of rupees to defray the expence; and that with re- 


gard to powers he ſuppoſed there could be no doubt, 
bad lately ſupplied him with four pieces of 


replied, that, to ſatisfy his Majeſty, I would make 


the, experiment, though I could not hope for 5 ; 


ucceſs. 
I vrote accordingly; 3 but notyithtanding that the 


highly = 


: 7 * 1. the Honorable ——Halings, Es Prof, and Coons 


cil of Calcutta. 


F. Sir and Sirs, _ nt 
At the earneſt requeſt of the King, I have confcnred to tax 


with him. The terms on which I have agreed is, to raiſe 
for his. Majeſty four thouſand Sepoys and five hundred 
| Horſe 3 but if the territories of the Company ſhall be invaded 
2 any power whatſoever, I have leave to march to whatever 


ettlement may want their afliſtance, or to make a diverſion 


| in their favour. 


I hope you will think this advantageous- for the Honour, 


yy able — aud * * a number of ad to re- 


gn 


5 „ 
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r 


ſhall march again 


- will ſave the Honourable 


toy 


highly beneficial to the Compa ny, without a Gn 
t 


oceanic to counterbalance the advantages, t 


Governor and Council did not think Proper to re 


Turn 
FR the Company's ſervice as are willing to enter into this 


corps. (F405 = 
If it is agreeable to your Honourable Books to aprt me 


With cloths, arms, and military ſtores, ready money will be 


paid for them by my agent Mr. Killican. 0 
The King has given me a bill on the Hougurable Com- 


pany for four lacks of rupees, which bill T have ſent to Mr. 


' Killican ; two 2 are to be laid out in arms, military ſtores, 
cloths, &c. and the other two remitted to me, for the ſubſiſ- 


"rence of the four thouſand Sepoys and five hundred horſe, 
which are to be raiſed ummediately, if W Arne (6. your 
f Honourable Board, | 


I could cloath the Sepoys with a Spurt cloth wy: here; 
bat my whole ambition is to promote the intereſt of my 
country by taking off her commodities, which makes me 
very deſirous of being ſupplied by your Honourable Board 


| with whatever I may want, on your own terms, 


Such a body of men as I have mentioned, ee by 


- Engliſp officers, will be no leſs advantageous to the Honour. 
| able Company than it will be to individuals, as great ſums of 
money may be drawn from this country, for the Europtan, the 


China, and the ſtaple commodities. of Bengal and Behar, with 7 5 


more than a hundred per cent. profit; your remittances ſure, 
as the money may be given to the King, or to Nujuff Khan, 
For the commodities ſold, and that money deducted from the 
tribute paid to the King, or from Nujuff Khan's jaguier. 


The King will give Allahabad as a place of arms; Agra 1 
as ſoon as I am in a condition, and I 
hope ere fix months to give you a good account of Somers. 
If T am fo fortunate as to take Agra, it will be given as a 
place of arms; ſo that from Calcutta to Delhi (where the King 


will alſo give you a place for a on will be open to you, 

wich every afliſtance in my power, ſu 

boats, '&c, &'c,——You A eh then be able to withdraw 

your troops from the Cora province and Allahabad, as this 

corps might anſwer every Ie intended by them,” which 
ompany a preat expence, as the 


as eſcorts for our 


Sepoys ilationed there "may" be employed where yer they | 
"_ be wanted. 


. n — and ſtores wanted are in the incloſed return. 
oy Pe I ball 


turn an anſwer, I wrote alſo about the ſame tine 
to Sir Robert Barker, a copy of which, with his 


anſwer, and my reply are given below . 


In 


I fhall take it as a particular favour, if you will let me 
know as ſoon as poſſible the anſwer you are pleaſed to give 
this letter, that I may take my meaſures accordingly : un- 

lieſs I meet with the approbation and aſſiſtance of your Ho- 
3 Board, I ſhall proceed on my journey to Europe by 


. 


If you will permit my letters to be diſpatched by your 
Dauks to and from Allahabad, you will oblige me much ; 
from thence to Delhi I will lay harcarras, fo that letters 

from your agents, Sc. may be carried by my harcarras to 
and from Allahabad. | 8 | dex.) 
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the Honourable Company's ſervice; / yet you will find me 
no leſs aſſiduous to promote the Honourable Company's in- 
tereſt, than the moſt faithful of her ſervants, and always 
ready to co-operate with her views; with ſuch a force as I 
have mentioned to your Honourable Board, the Mahrattors 
durſt not attack the Company's territories, as I ſhould im- 
_ mediately fall upon their rear, or make a diverſion by march- 
1 their er, 1 


If this ſcheme take effect, I ſhall give up all pretenſions to 


hatever may be your ſentiments in regard to my preſent 
conduct, for preferring the ſervice of the Emperor of Hin- 

 doftan to that of the Honourable Company, I hope ſoon 

to convince your Honourable Board, that I am worthy of 
every truſt you will pleaſe to conſide inn 


Camp near _ Your moſt obedient, IT. 
- Nijibabad, and very humble ſervant, 
_ 26th April 1772. Joux Monrnrison, 


1 70 General Sir Robert Barker. 
_ - Your ſervant, Fido Allie, for the firſt time called on me 
_ laſt night, which prevented me the pleaſure of writing to 
vou before; I ſuppoſe he was the perſon you nr pray to 
me, who, on my arrival in camp, would wait on me, re- 
ceive my letters, and convey them to you, News I have 
none at preſent but what you have heard; the King is in- 
ſulted by the Mahrattors; his whole camp, I ſhould rather 
ſay his rabble, ſeem to ſtand in great awe of them; oy : 


bs 
to 
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T « 1 
In the mean time, till anſwers might be ex- 
als I went to Delbi, where the king arrived 


about the end of July; ſoon after which receiving 


advice 


* 


have ſeized all he treaſure taken at Patturgur, and have 
kept the lion's ſhare to themſelves=—The King is very de- 
ſirous that I ſhould ſtay with him; I have conſented: on con- 


dition that I raiſe for his uſe four thouſand Sepoys and five 


hundred horſe; and to command the whole of his forces. 
The delays of an Eaſtern Court are ſcarce conceivable; if 


the King does not approve of my terms in a few 29050 I ſhall 
proſecute my journey to Europe. 


This moment I hear EIL "Khan (a Vakeel, or agent, 


from Suja ul Dowla to the King) is ſtopped dy an order 
from the Mabrattor chiefs; they have ordered him not to 


arrive in camp before two of them, who are gone to waſh in 
the Ganges, return; they will be abſent four days. I wiſh 
to God 1 had the command of four battalions of good diſ. 
ciplined Sepoys, with eight ſix-pounders, I would chaſtiſe 
theſe plunderers for the affronts offered to the King and to 


S$#ja ul Dowla—Wherever theſe villains have been they 
: devs deſtroyed every thing, and left the poor inhabitants 


only their eyes to behold their own r= yi rate UAC to 


weep over the ruins of their country. 


1 an. Sir, 


ee e OTE: "TYRE moſt eddy 
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From General Sir Robert Barker. 


8 N. Camp at Shahabad, April 24, 1 1772, 
F have 3 your letter of the 18th inſtant, and am as 


much ſurprized at the contents, as I am ſorry for the con- 


firmation of the daily reports from the Royal Encampment, 
that you were ſoliciting for a command. of troops in his 


| Majeſty's ſervice, a circumſtance which I muſt own I could 


not credit ; yet as ſuch an imaginary advantage has formed 


in your mind, I now take the liberty to communicate to 
you my opinion of the meaſure, and prevent, if poſſible, 

your character and reputation from ſuffering the diſgrace 
| that muſt inevitably enſue from your proſecuting it. 
In juſtice to the opinion I entertained of you as an Officer 
and a Gentleman, whilſt in this ſervice, I could not credit 

= 8 kecaulo * 8 e after the many 


TRE and 


„„ 
advice from my Correſpondents at Calcutta of the 
reſolution of the Governor and Council, neither to 
anſwer my letter, nor to pay the Dukhla, which I 

PAT: 5 1 had 


and poſitive profeſſions of your journey being to another 
intent, and by which only you obtained permiſſion to un- 
dertake it, you would utterly blaſt every proſpect of advan- 
tage and honour in your future life-time ; you would for- 
feit your veracity in its moſt recent degree; you would de- 
viate from the character you had hitherto with reputation 
ſupported, by ranking yourſelf amongſt the greateſt miſ- 
creants of the creation, who are neceſſitated to fly their co- 
lours and country for the worſt of crimes— Your hopes of 


a2 return to this ſervice determinately ruined, and your 


ſtanding in the ſervice of your own Royal Maſter rendered 
precarious; as a friend let me then deſire you to reflect ſe- 
riouſly on this matter before you enter deeply into it; but 
mould it appear to you differently, and you reſolve upon 
the undertaking, I am poſitively perſuaded the conſequences 
will be exceflively diſagreeable : to affect you more than I 
have already pointed out 1s ſearcely poſſible That you 
will be remanded back immediately is an undoubted con- 


ſequence; and it will not be in the power of his Majeſty, 


_ Shah Allum, to detain you, unleſs a war happens; and 1 
need not point out to you in that caſe the opmion which 

the world will too readily conceive of your condut—T ho 

' you will derive the benefit that I wiſh for from theſe opi- 


nions, „%%% oe ol 
Ele Pour moſt obedient 
FORTE rr P 
To John Morriſon, E;; XK. Bazzx. 
1 1 To General Sir Robert Barker. 
|. received your letter of the 24th inſtant, In it you ſay, 
*“ You was as much ſurprized at the contents, as you was 
„ ſorry for the confirmation of the daily reports from the 
Royal Encampment, that I was ſoliciting for a command of 
_ «© troops in his Majefty's ſervice, a circumſtance which you 
5. muſt-own you; could not-credit?? oo oo on 
| . Afﬀeer delivering my letters to his Majeſty $bah Allum, he 
often expreſſed his earneſt deſire for my ſtaying with him. I 


_ greateſt ambition. ENTS 5 
„Let as ſuch an imaginary advantage has formed in my 
 - mind, you communicate to me your opinion of the meaſure, 
to prevent if peſſible my character and reputation from 


4 


had tranſmitted to my agent, I immediately pro- 
| . to his Majeſty to inveſt the King of Great 


Britain with the ſovereignty of Bengal, Bebar, and 
bY N eh, 


gonſented on the terms which I wrote you, which are nei- 
ther diſhonourable to my country or to myſelf, as an officer 


or as a gentleman.—I proffered my ſervice to his Majeſty 
without pay for a time, I had no ſiniſter views; glory is my 


“ ſuffering the diſgrace that muſt inevitably enſue from pro- 


F 37-5 | 5 
I know not what opinion may be formed of me in the Eaſt, 
from the ſtep I am now taking. But I am ſure I ſhall meet 
with the generous approbation of my King and Country, for 
having the reſolution to ſerve a King, who is inſulted daily 
by wretches who are unworthy to appear before his royal 
_ preſence, and a King under whoſe auſpices the Honourable 
- Eaft India Company hold their territorial acquifitions. _ 


In juſtice to the opinion you entertained of me, as an 


4 officer and a gentleman, whilſt in the Company's ſervice, 
_ «© you could not credit the report, becauſe by ſuch a proce- 
„ dure, after the many and poſitive profeſſions of my jour- 
«© ney being to another intent, and by which only I obtained 
_ <« permiſſion to undertake it, that I would utterly blaſt every 
e proſpect of advantage and honour in my future life-time, 
and that I ſhould forfeit my veracity in its moſt recent 


F 


Vour good opinion. as my General it was my ambition to 


obtain—it was what I always had from every officer I had 


the hongur to ſerve under whilſt I had the honqur to ſerve 
my King and Country. It is true, I always profeſſed, and 


was firmly reſolved to proſecute my journey to Europe by 
land, and continued in that reſolution for ſome days after I 

arrived here—till I ſaw his Majeſty inſulted by the Mabrat- 
tors, thoſe natural enemies of the Emperor and the Compa- 
. ny.——T then offered my ſervice—and by that ſervice I ſhould 
more effeQtually ſerve the Company than by any thing 1 

could do in Bengal, as I ſhall have it in my power to coun- 
teract any ſchemes the enemies of the Company may take to 
liſtreſs her,—As to my obtaining permiſſion to com 


e up the 


K 2 * country 


! 
— — 


\ 


q 


T 36 ] 


Oriſſa; to permit the Eaſt India Company to "or: 
tabliſh factories all over the Empire, and to trade 
N free on all ex ports and imports; in confide- 

ration 


country, they could not . me, but hs ordering the 
Princes whoſe country I was to paſs through to forbid my 

entering their territories, Nor can I ſee my veracity will 
ſuffer for having changed my reſofution to ſo laudable a pur- 
585 l beg leave to aſk you, if you never changed a reſo- 
ution once taken ?—if you have not, you are more than 

- man, | 

„ You fay I ſhould deviate from the character I have bi- 


e therto with reputation ſupported, by ranking. myſelf 


«© amongſt the greateſt miſcreants of the creation, who are 


„ neceſſitated to fly their colours and country for the worſt 
of crimes.” | 


This paragraph requires an xnlanation;e—Dr, if you | 
mean by my ſervices I obtain the rank of an Omrah, I ſhould = 
rank with miſcreants, I ſhall do no more than what you, and 


every officer who has obtained a command in the Company's * 


forces, have been ambitious of. ; 
| ** You ſay my hopes of a return to the Company $ ſervice 
% are determinately ruined.” _ 

LI agree I gave up that proſpect when I formed the gene 


rous reſolution of ſupporting to the utmoſt of my power I. 


ſulted majeſtyꝛ. 
„ That my ſtanding in the ſervice of my Royal Maſter 


"2 T2 is rendered precarious.” 


To the Secretary at War I have 3 for his Majeſty⸗ 8 
kernige to ſtay —and to my Noble Patron Lord North for 
is approbation of my conduct. Without the conſent of my 
Royal Maſter, and the approbation of my friend, no lucra- 


tive conſideration whatſoever ſhall oblige me to ſtay in this 


country. 
As a friend, you deſire me to reflect ſeriouſly on this 
* matter before T enter deeply into it ; but, ſhould it appear 


| 6 differently, and I reſolve. upon the undertaking, you are 
e poſitively perſuaded the conſequences wall be exceſſively © 


& diagreeable.” 
Your friendſhip I ſhall always eſteem, nor would 1 forfeit 
the good opinion of a real friend to gain the world. I aſ- 


ſure you I have reflected ſeriouſly on the matter, and I am 
determined to Hay till ſuch time as 1 have an anſwer to my 
* N | | | Jeneers 


TW 17 

ration of which his Britannick Majeſty to ſecure to 
him the Quit-rent of twenty-fix lacks of rupees, as 
ſtipulated by the treaty of 1765, fend him 20,000 


ſtand of arms for Sepoys, 10,000 for cavalry, can- 


letters ſent to the Governor and Council: if they do not 


_ approve of my ſcheme, I intend to proſecute my journey—if 
they do, I ſhall'then ſend my letters to Lord North and to 


the Secretary at War, by an European, who has undertaken 
the journey for an hundred pounds paid him in London, on 


the delivery of my letters. 


Tou ſay, that] ſhall be remanded back immediately is an 
* undoubted conſequence, and it will not be in the power 


_ £* of his Majeſty Sah Allum to. detain me, unleſs a war 
happens; and you need not point out to me in that caſe 
the opinion the world will too readily conceive of my 


LY ee | 


Pray, Sir, by what authority has any man a right to or- 
der me back? or do you think I will obey ſuch an order? 
No, Sir, I will not.—It is true, the iron hand of oppreſſion 
map ſeize me, but I dare its utmoſt power. —If I have done 
any thing againſt the laws of my country, I am amenable to 
the law on my return. — But you ſeem to threaten the viola- 
tion of the law of nations, and not ſuffer a king, in his o. 


country, to accept the ſervice of a man, who through com- 
_ paſſion to his diſtreſſed ſituation, was willing to ſacrifice his 


eaſe, his real advantage, to a diſtant proſpe&. You profeſ- 

fed to me a friendſhip for his Majeſty Shah Allum, and de- 
fired me to acquaint him, that you could not take any reſt 
ſince you have been abſent from his Majeſty——From your 

Profeſſion of friendſhip I expected to have met with your ap- 

_ Probation, and thought by ſerving him I ſerved you, as well 


| as the Company, as I look upon the King's and Company's 
Intereſt to be inſeparable. A ITY 


me, as to think I could be capable of commanding troops 
_ againſt the Company, or to act any way againſt her intereſts, 
No, Sir, I will always maintain what I have hitherto ſup- 
ported, the character of a man of honour; and I defy ma- 


- 
& * 


be aſhamed of. 2 „„ 
2; „ mot obndiene”-; 


; Camp near Nijibabad, © © © © humble ſervant, 


h lie herſelf to tax me with a crime that a gentleman would 


8 


* 


29 ch Arif 77727. Jos Mongion. 


I am ſorry, Sir, you could conceive ſo mean an opinion of 


e nom oo 


— > oro RB ̃ IEEE EE Y 


—— 


— — — 


r 


— 


— — rer 


— 
SIRI 


0a ADE» —— —L—̃— — __— 9 


— —— ꝓÜV“ — — 


—— eo 


31 K „444 INOS 


- las CHE) Hynde et I AA Eos jrC—r' — PPTP O — 


+ 7 
r 
” 


* a \ 
— 


L 38 


non and ſtores in proportion, with Britiſb officers 
to take his whole army under command. "2 
Theſe propoſals were immediately agreed to; and 
on the 20th of September his Majeſty gave me a com- 
miſſion as commander in chief of all his forces raiſed 
and to be raiſed, exalted me to the rank of an Omraß 
of the empire, by the title of Nafr ul Dowla bahader 
delawar jung, and appointed me Ambaſſador Extra- 
ordinary and Plenipotentiary to the King of Great 
„„ e 


* An idea, as I am informed, has been the ſubject of | 
ſome diſcuſſion, how far any man can officiate as an Am- 
baſſador from a foreign potentate to the Sovereign of his 


native country; but ſurely there cannot exiſt the ſlighteſt 
foundation for ſuch a doubt ; or, even if there were, ought 


any difficulty to ariſe from it? Where the object of an em- 
baſſy is of ſufficient importance, the expediency of the 
meaſure ought to create a precedent, were there none to 
have recourſe to; more particularly with regard to the 
Princes of 4/ia, with whoſe languages we are ſo little ac- 
Auainted, and whoſe ſubjects have no knowledge of our 


A « « 


De la Pole, Mr. Petty, and innumerable: other inſtances of 


the Pope's ſending ſubjects of the various nations in Europe 
as legates to their reſpective courts ; but we find Guftawus 
Adolphus and his ſucceſſors employing Yan Dyck, Hugo de Groot, 
Camerarius, Delphigue Earl of Dona, Vander Noot, and va- 
rious other Dutebmen, as Embaſſadors to the States of Holland. 
We find Abraham Strotzen a Polander ſent by Selim Empe- 
ror of the Turks to Sigi/mond Auguſtus, demanding a paſ- 
ſage for his army through his dominions, on their march 
againſt the Mu/covites, We find Bartholomew de Coeur a 
Frenchman Embaſſador from the Great Turk to Henry IV. 
We find the Bailiff 4% Fourbin, Grand Croſs, the Comman- 
der die Souwrs, and the Commander 4% Hautwille, then a 
Lieutenant- general in the ſervice of France, ſent at different 
times to Louis XIII. and XIV. as Embaſſadors from the 


Having 


European tongues. But even on this head hundreds of pre- 
cedents could be giyen in the hiſtory of almoſt every nation 
T ſhall not dwell on the inſtances of Cardinals Wolſey and 


. | 1 


L 39 1 3 
Having received my credentials in the moſt 
ample form, I applied to the King for a ſum 
of money to bear my future expences, as well 
as to indemnify me for thoſe I had already in- 
wo 3 1 2 gy 
Grand Maſter of Malta, and received with great ſtate, 
without the moſt diſtant objection with relation to or 


place of birth; nay, even one Auger a player on the lute, 
ing ſent Ambaſſador from the Parliament of England to 


the King of France, though this great Monarch conſidered it 


as a high inſult, he did not think himſelf authorized by the 


Jaw of nations to reject him; he overlooked therefore the 
meanneſs of his origin and profeſſion, conſidering him not 


as his ſubje&, but as a public miniſter, 


To crowd inſtances would be endleſs and unneceſſar ; | | 


but the caſe, that appears moſt in point (the Embaſſy of 


Mr. Shirley from Shah Abbas the Great, King of Per/ia, to 
King James I. of England) containing a variety of curious 
particulars, I ſhall tranſcribe entire from Wicquefor!'s Trea- 


tiſe on The Embaſſador and his Functions, and with that con- 


clude my remarks on this ſubject, MY pL 
__ *© Shah Abbas, King of Per/fia, was one of the preateſt 
Princes that has reigned for many ages. He had two power, 
ful neighbours, the Emperor of the Turks, and the Great 
Mogul, Emperor of Hindoſtan; and he was in perpetual un- 


eaſineſs on account of the firſt, To free himſelf thereof, and 


to give ſome diverſion to the Turks, he had ſeveral negotia- 


tions in moſt of the Chriſtian Princes courts, He employed 


there particularly two brothers, Anthony and Robert Shirley, 
who being of a family conſiderable enough in England, and 
having provided a ſufficient fund to 8 the expence 
of their voyage, ſettled themſelves in the court of 1/pahar. 
I ſhall ſay e of the eldeſt, who quitting at Venice his 
quality of Embaſſador received there ſeveral diſgraces; but 


Robert, after having been employed to the Emperor, and at 


the court of ſeveral other Princes of Europe, paſſed into 


England with the quality of Embaſſador from Shah. King 


James made him be covered, and reſpected in his ſubje& the 
character of Embaſſador. Shirley returned thither in the 
year 1623, with the ſame qualification, and was again 


treated after the ſame manner. He was clothed after the 


Perſian manner, and being conducted to audience by the 


Earl of 4ngle/ey, and by the Maſter of the Ceremonies, and 
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baving paid his reſpecke after the Turtiſe manner, he took 
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maintained that thoſe of Ry | | 
ſititious. Shirley being deſirous to clear this matter, and 
make out his quality, went to the Perſan, having with him 
Fame of his relations, who were to be witneſſes of their in- 
terview ; but the Per/fan, inſtead of returning Shirley's ci- 
vility, took his letters, flung them on the ground, and 
gave him a box on the ear; and put him thereby ſo much 
_ out of countenance and beyond reply, that the Zzg/i took 


4 40 f 


turred, when it. was ſignified ta me by Nabob 


Heſſum ul Dowla, the Deputy Vizier, that it was 
his Majeſty's pleaſure 1 ſhould carry the Dutt hla for 0 


the four lacks of rupees to England, and de- 
mand payment of it from the Company, with which 


he 


off his zurbant and laid it at the King's feet; but the King 


cauſed him to take it up and be covered. Some days after 


he had audience of the Prince of Vales; but he did not 
there ſo much as offer to touch his turbant, notwithſtand- 
ing the Prince put off his hat as ſoon as he ſaw him enter 
the room, and make his firſt bow. He was there actually 


When King Famer died. While he ſtaid at London there 
happened a very extraordinary thing, that might have 
obliged the King to exert his juſtice towards his ſubject, 


who did not ſufficiently, verify his quality of Miniſter. 


There came into England a Perfian, whoſe name was Mag- 
digbeg, who likewiſe took upon him the quality of Embaſ- 


fador; and who when he 1 his letters of credence, 
ert Shirley were falſe and ſuppo- 


occaſion frem thence to make a very bad judgment of the 


ſincerity of their kinſman. Magdigbeg wrote to the King of 


Great Britain, that having the honour to be the Embaſſador 


of a Monarch in friendſhip with his Majeſty, he took the 
liberty to defire from him that juſtice, which he would not 
© refuſe to the leaſt of his ſubjects: that being arrived in this 
kingdom, he had been informed that a certain perſon, who | 
took upon himſelf the quality of Embaſſador from the Shah, 
his maſter, had the vanity to ſay he had married a relation 
of his Highneſs : that he was ſo incenſed at the inſolence of 
this diſcourſe, that he could not forbear ſhewing his refent- 
ment: but foraſmuch as it behoved him to juſtify his pro- 
ceeding to the court of 7/þahan, and that in order thereto, 
it was neceſſary he ſhould have authentic proofs of the ru- 
mours $h;rley had ſpread, he defired his 8 be 
Pleaſed to order him an authentic copy thereof. 
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the quality of kis Miniſter. He ſent a perſon o 


{ « } 


he could not entertain a doubt of their coniplying, i 


eſpecially with the intexpoſition of the known juſ- 
tice of his Britannick Majeſty ; whilſt, at the ſame 
time, it would demonſtrate how much againſt the 
law of nations and the honour of Britain their 


ſervants had acted in the violation of {0 ſacred : 


treaty. e 1 
On the 15th of Ober 1 took my leave, ad 1 


and reached Chinſura on the ↄth of December; from 
whence 1 wrote to Governor Haſtings fy but as he 


| whom it concerned to know the truth of the matter, might 
have cauſed a very exact inquiry to be made of the ſame; if 
not by his ordinary Juftice, at leaſt by his Council, if he 
had believed his juriſdiction could have reached his ſubjeQ, 
_ notwithſtanding his quality of Miniſter,” But he would not 


meddle in it, and was contented to ſend the one and the 


other home in two different ſhips, that the King of Per/a- 


might himſelf be judge of the difference, and regulate the 
ſame between two perſons, each of whom took upon him 

f quality 
along with them in another ſhip, to bring him an account 


after what manner the difference ſhoald be decided at the | 


Court of Ipahan ; but they all died in the ts, 19d 23 


i To the Honourable Warren Haſtir ge, Eg. Governor 7 Fore 


William. 
1. R. 
His Majeſty gbab Ales, 3 of Hindoftan, has been | 
Pleaſed to honour me with the appointment of his Ambaſ- 


- ſador to the Court of Great Britain; he has alſo given me a 
letter of credence to you, acquainting you with my N 
ment. 


Before "TAS e 1 demand of you, whether you . 
will receive me as an Ambaſſador on my way to the Court 


of Great Britain, and if you he _— me to PTY, in che 9. 
Grit hip bound to Wen $; | 


* am, sir, | 
8 Cðinſurab, . Your moſt obedient . 
„e. 6, %% ee enn, 
e Ionx Monnisons, 
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did not favour me with an anſwer for ſeveraf days. 
and then did not acknowledge my character. ad- 


dreſſing his letter ſimply to Major John Morriſon, 


I returned it unopened. I afterwards applied to 


Mr. Haſtings to forward two letters to the Duke of 
Grafton and Lord North im the Company's packet 
by the Triton, both of which he one proper to 


* 


Finding it therefore impoſlible to expect a paſ! = 


fage | in any of the Company's ſhips, I then entered 


into an agreement with the Commander of the Ca- 
rolina Mathilds, Daniſh Indiaman, and paid into 


his hands 2000 rupees; but was not a little ſur- 
prized, ten days afterwards, to receive a letter from 


the Daniſb Captain, which occaſioned the corre- 
ſpondence inſerted 1 in rhe notes ＋. This very ſin⸗ 


gular 1 


1 Fo 9 — - Morris 275 Major, at Houghly. | 
" SI BG 
Fam — 15 to 1 you chat the Gals of the "=" 
cil of this 2 have proteſtad againſt your departure on 
| board the ſhip Carolina Mathilda under my command; in 


conſequence whereof I cannot, as willingly as Iwould, accord 
you the paſſage: I ſhall return you the money paid: I hope 


you will excuſe me, not being in my power without expoſ- 
zng myſelf, to act otherwiſe. 1 have the A to os with ; 


8 3 eſteem, 
; 5 8 e i 
Fredricanagere, e Four moſt 1 15 
| the AG Dec. «clan mW humble ſervant, - 
eee 2 BA. 
| 27. the Honurable the Governor * 0 3 of the Daniſh ba | 
India * at Fredaicanagare. EE; L 
Gentlemen, | 


I received this moment a very A letter from 
Mr. D. Bagge, Captain of the Carolina Mathilda. . 
He acquaints me that you have proteſted againſt my har. 

ing a paſſage on board his ſhip : this appears to me the more 

3 as he Oy to me, when I * him for . 


T6 


88 * VO 62 


t 1 


gular ſtep, there is reaſan to NY proceeded en- x 
— from the 3 of Governor Haft- 


ings, 5 
my oifliesd in the Quantico doale;. that he was indepen» 


dent of the Governor and Council of Sirampere, and that I | 
had no occaſion to apply for leave. 


I now declare to you my publie character, that 1 am | 


| Ambaſſador from bis Imperial Majeſty Sgab Allum, the pre- 


ſent Emperor of Hiavofan, to the Court of Great Britain. I do 
therefore | hereby demand your reaſan for proteſting, And hav- 


ing now declared my public character (of which I can give you 
inconteſtable proofs) I farther demand of you liberty to pro- 
deed in the ſaid ſhip, agreeable to my contract with the Cap- 


tain; a refuſal of which will be a violation of the law of na- 


tions; and, in conſequence, on my arrival in England, I will 


make a public proteſt againſt you to the Court of Denmark, 


: Ul expect your: anſwer by the bearer, and am, 


Gentlemen, | 
Cee rab, 1 Tour moſt obedient n 


. 25th bao At I EE IEEE, non Moxn150n, 
Fo D. Bagge, Commander if . Daniſh "Me Carolina 


Mathilda. 
8 1 R, A nit e 
= mocnd yours of this dans en me * the Gen | 


4 tlemen of the. Council of Fredericanagere have proteſted 
againſt my departure on board your thip; that you cannot 
f gon ms, a paſſage ; and that you will return me the money. 


Vou muſt remember. when I paid you the money 1 aſked 


vou whether it was neceſfary for me to apply to the Gover- 
nor and Council of Sirampore, to 3 my paſſage? you 
anſwered, there was no occaſion, as yau was entirely inde- 

pendent of the Governor and Councit of Sirampore, and gave 
me a receipt for the money, which I have, and will not part 
Wich it, nor receive the money back. I therefore inſiſt on the 


performance of your engagement, otherwiſe depend upon it, 


chat I will on my arrival in Eugland proteſt againſt you, and 
5 * the matter, with your: e before the Daniſh am baſladon. 5 


I am, Sir, 
K. Doar humble W = 
. Ber. 1772. 8 Jonx MarrtSON. 
P. 8. Should you comply with on: agreement, I will in- 
5 n Sane: Joux Mosa lsox. 
Fs. — 


* a . 


with the Captain in that character or that o : 
man? Vou demand now firſt in the character of ambaſſador 


3 
ings, as five of his Harcarabs were attending, as 1 


Was informed * * Chubdar who delivered my 
(letter 


Fron the Geverne and Cont of ns pore, 2 26th December 


77 
SIR, Os: 
Yeſterday evening 'we received yours, 3 you ac- 


: quaint us that you have received, as you expreſs yourſelf, a 
very extraordinary letter from Mr. D. Bagge, Captain of the 

| Daniſh ſhip Carolina Mathilda, whereby he has informed 
855 that we have proteſted againſt ag having a paſſage on 


dard his ſhip (Notandum, not his, but the Daniſo Eaſt India 


Company's) and that it appears to you the more extraordi- 
nary, as the Captain, as you ſay, upon paying him the mo- 


ney for the paſſage, has told you that he was indepen- 


dent ofthe Governor and Councilof Sirampore, and that you 
had no occaſion to apply for leave. It is not our buſineſs at 
preſent, as it ſerves to no purpoſe, to enquire into whether 
the Captain has told you ſo or not. Suppoſe even he has 
told you that he was independent of the Directors of the 


Daniſh Eaft India . it can — no means alter the 
| eaſe. 128 


Sir, for not granting you a * on | the Dani Eaft ; 


dia Company's ſhip Carolina Mathilda, we have our particu- - 
lar reaſons, and they only can be demanded of our ſupe- £ 
riors, to whom we ſolely are anſwerable for our conduct. 


You have pleaſed to declare your public character as Am- 


daffador from his Imperial Majeſty Shah Allum; we want 


no inconteſtable proofs thereof, we _ take your words 
therefore, as it is not the queſtion. e did you agree 
a 


private gentle- 


of us liberty to proceed on our ſhip: we, as repreſentatives 


of the Daniſh Eaft India Company, are very ſorry that we not, 


Without leave from our ſuperiors, can grant you your re- 
queſt; and how far that may be regarded as a violation of 


the law of nations we will leave to all who en an 1821851 
1 ſenſe thereof. : 


We are, 8%, 
Fredericutagere, 3 Your bumble ſervants, 


A we now e. cond e | O. Bio. 


5 Cars. Bb. 
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letter to the Governor of Sirampore, till his anſwer, 


containing a poſitive refuſal of Mp n on board, 


Was ſealed and GUPErcNed, © | 
In 


hs, To u D. Bagge, © Otel * the Caviar Mathilda 7 


niſh Zaſt Indiaman. 
8 ] R, 


You was pleaſed | not to anſwer. my 1 I now demand. 


of you a categorical anſwer, whether you will, or not, re- 
ceive me on board the Carolina Mathilda, and give mea 
f F to Denmark, agreeable to vour agreement, 


or which 
bave your receipt —I am thus far on my way to the ſaid 


lip, and ſhall proceed to-morrow morning, without you 
give me an abſolute refuſal under your hand. 


On board my Budgerow, I am, Sir, 


264 Fredricanagore, Your humble ſervant, 
E eee FN ini Mon son. | 


To 9 John Morriſon, Bs 
s I R, 


I have yeſterday informed you, that the G of the 5 


l Council of this place have proteſted againſt your proceeding 
on the Daniſh Eaſt India Company's ſhip Carolina Mathilda, 
under my command; in conſequence whereof. I cannot 
by any means accord you the paſſage: you will be pleaſed 
to remember that you have. agreed with me in the character 
of a private Gentleman, now you appear in the public 
character of an Ambaſſador, which alters the caſe. If you, 
when you demanded the paſſage . hath informed me thereof, 


I ſhould have made no agreement with you, but left it to the 


Gentlemen of the Council: I have been ſo far deceived. | 


have no further to add, than that your paſſage-money is de- 


poſited in the Nea of 4. e Eſq; 1 Coney of this 
95 Nes. and am, 5 | 


F redricanagere,.- 5 Your moſt humble ſervant, p 
the 26th Dec, 1772. Ie D. Bac. 


| 7 0 Me. D. Bagge, Commander of the Carolina Mathilda Da- 1 


mitt Laſt Indiaman. 
8 1 R, 


Vou ma ay think to avail yourſelf under your l ig- 
"mn 


= "OE charakter, or that I'am not the real 


q 
4 
) 
| 
3 
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Saturday night, 10 clock, 


1 1 5 

In confequence of theſe various manœuvres, 
which I ſubmit to the public without commen- 
tary, I found myſelf under the neceſſity of enter- 
ing with my ſervants as foremaſtmen on board the 
Bovenkirker polder, Dutch Indiaman, bound for the 
Cape of Good Hope, allowing the Commander 
1200 Rupees for his. table, and an exemption 


from duty. On the 16th of January 1 accordingly | 


embarked, and on the goth of Merch arrived fate. 
at the Cape; where, falling in with the Pigot Eng- 
1% Eaſt Indiaman, commanded: by Captain Rich- 
ardſon, I applied to him for a paſſage to England. 


Though an entire ſtranger, he received me with 
that politeneſs which ever diſtinguiſhes the gentle- 


man, and entertained me in a manner fo genteel and 


| hoſpitable, as will ever challenge my remembrance, 
 whillt no conſideration could prevail with him to ac- 
cept of the ſmalleſt acknowledgment in return. 


When we arrived at St. Helena, being anxious to get 
to England, the Captain (who was under the ne- 


ceſſity of remaining there for ſeveral weeks) re- 


commended me to a paſſage on board the Green- 


_ wich, then ready to ſail, and on *. rern of . 
1 arrived at Plymouth. = 


e thus given the hating lines at; my con- 


duct from the date of my arrival. in Bengel till my 


1 peaks who agreed with you. for a paſſage on board the C. 
rolina Mathilda, for which I have paid you two thouſand. 
| Arcot Rupees. You writ me you have depoſited the paſſage- 


money with L. Fix, Eſq; the Chief; there it may remain 


for me, fox I aſſure you I ſhall never aſ him for it, but 


ſhall proceed againſt you ir ſuch mort 3.0 wall have 


on board my Budgerow, | lam, La, 2 
Your dan een, 
Jenn Moazzeas. ; 


return 


Siem EPR 1774s BO 


of view. 


paſſages have been introduced which his Ry 


further thought on theſe merely perlonal conſider- 

ations, I ſhall now proceed to the principal object 
of this publication, which is to ſtate the advantages 
which muſt accrue to Great Britain in conſequence 
of the propoſed alliance; fully perſuaded that if! 
do not carry conviction to every unprejudieed 


FE m1) 


return to England, I can only offer as an apo- 


logy for the apparent minuteneſs of the detail, 


and the too frequent introduction of myſelf, the 


neceſſity that appeared to me of obviating reports 
which had been circulated to my diſadvantage, 


Accuſed of reſigning the Company's ſervice with- 
our permiſſion, repairing to Delhi in a clandeſtine 


manner, and there carrying on negotiations of a 
dangerous tendency, I hope the candid publick 


will pardon the anxiety I ought to have, to ſet the 


- motives for my behaviour in a very oppoſite point 


I flatter myſelf, therefore, it will evidently ap- 
pear, that, from the firſt conception of the deſign, 
through every ſtage, I conſtantly communicated 
the circumſtances as they aroſe to the Company's 


leading ſervants; and that no trace of my condut&t 
can point out a purſuit cf private views, that could 
in any manner be conftrued as incompatible with 
the general good. Although I may greatly reſpect 
therefore the Governor and Council of Bengal, 
_ moſt of whom I know and efteem as individuals, 


I never-can think it candid, however widely thoſe 


gentlemens political ſentiments may have differed * 
from mine, to give authority to tales which they 
knew to have no foundation; or to tranſmit to the 


Court of Directors a tranſlation of the King's letter 
on the ſubject of the propoſed alliance, in which 
g however all 


neither wrote nor conceived. Waving 


mind, 
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mind, it muſt ariſe from the inability 


propoſed arrangement of India affairs. 
are ſovereigns in theſe regions, and ſovereigns we 
muſt be, or ſlaves, or nothing. An unlooked for 
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of the advo- 
* more than from the weakneſs of the cauſe. 

How far the trade to the Eaſt is advantage- 


ous or hurtful to Europe: how far the acqui- 


ſition of territory has had a promotive or ſubver- 
verſive tendency to the real intereſts of the Engliſb 
Eaſt India Company, are topicks which may amuſe 


ſpeculative philoſophers, but can never ſeriouſly 


be brought into diſcuſſion with relation to- any 
We now 


and ſingular coincidence of circumſtances placed 
before Us empire or annihilation. The genius 
and ſtrength of mind of a Clive could not heſitate 


a moment; and a handful of men, who to-day had 


nothing but hoſtile ground on which to tread, in 


the courſe of a few revolving ſuns ſaw provinces 
ſubdued and princes ſuing for protection. To ſe- 


cure therefore ſuch important acquiſitions, which 
now we cannot loſe without ſhaking the pillars of 
the Britiſh ſtate, is certainly an object which me- 
rits the attention of every man who boaſts the 
ſmalleſt ſpark of patriotilm ; there being hardly 
an individual in his Majeſty's kingdoms Who 


is not immediately or remotely intereſted in the 


_ event. 


On ſuch 8 therefore, let the ſy ſtem be 


juſtly weighed, and not haſtily . though 


it may not reach perfection. Should the poſitivxe 


2 advantages be great, the contingent ones probable; 
ſhould honour demand it, ſafety require. it, hu- 
manity call loudly for it; ſhould the whole be in 

a train to be carried into execution, unattended by 

immediate or eventual expence, and the greateſt 

5 and molt PRO. den be the undoubted 
15 ens | conſequence, | 


—_ 
4 


2 


6D ͤ A {7 


enn eee , atk be 


F 49 J 


conſequerice, without a conſideration in the eſti- 


mation of a ſcruple to throw into the oppoſite 
ſcale, I muſt think that it claims the higheſt atten- 
tion from the candour and good ſenſe of my coun- 


trymen. 


he now p oceed therefore to ſtate the propoſals 


which I am impowered by Shah Allum the Great Mo. 


gul to offer as the baſis of an alliance with his Majeſty 
the king of Great Britain, and ſhall afterwards de- 


duce the conſequences which may rationally be ex- 
| pected to follow the ratification of the treaty. _ 


_. rſt, Shah Allum propoſes immediately to inveſt 
his Britannick . Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 

with the abſolute ſovereignty of the kingdom of 
Bengal, and the provinces of Behar and Oriſſa, 


Adly, He propoſes alſo eventually to inveſt his 
Majeſty with the ſovereignty of part of the Decan, 


and the Concan, which will unite in one great com- 


pact body the Britiſh ſettlements in Hindoſtan. 
. ._ 3dly, He will give the Engliſh Eaſt India Com- 


_ pany permiſſion to eſtabliſh factories in oy part of 
2 his empire, which, when tranquillity is reſtored, in 
conſequence of the propoſed treaty, muſt not only 
promote a vaſt conſumption of Brizifh commodi- 
ties in Hindaſtan, but alſo ſupply the caravans from 


Candabar, Cachemire, Tibet, and other places in 
Perſia and Tartary, with Woollen Cloths, and other 


European articles, which are well adapted for thoſe 
northern latitudes, eee I'S 


4thly, Shah Allum, in return, wiſhes only for 


the friendſhip of the King of Great Britain, 


and a certain number of Britiſb - officers to dif- 


cipline and command his troops, with a proper 
ſupply from the Company of all kinds of military 
ſtores, in lieu of the arrears of his revenue as 
ſettled by the treaty of 9 . 
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L 
From the above ground - works, and the confe- 
1 arrangements, the moſt ſalutary effects muſt 
oon be experienced, flowing chiefly from that 


greateſt and moſt ineſtimable of bleſſings, Peace. 


Almoſt ever ſince the Perfian invaſion, this pa- 
radiſe of the world, as it is juſtly called, has been 
torn to pieces by the ambition and jarring inte- 
reſts of the great men; the want of power and au- 

thority in the head, annihilating all ſubordination | 
and obedience in the members of the ſtate. 
In the general confuſion, at the fame time, ariſ- 


ing from the intrigues of the Omrahs, numbers of 


low-born adventurers have ſtarted up, whoſe only 


object has been plunder and devaſtation. Not to 


mention hundreds of inferior note, we find an 
Ahmet Abdallah, a menial ſervant of Nadir Shah, 


collecting by degrees a numerous army of banditti, 


and poſſeſſing himſelf of the kingdom of Ghi/ni, 
lying between Perſia and Hindeftan : we behold an 


Ali vercy Kban (grand uncle to Suraja ul Dowla) from 


a Hookardar or pipe- bearer to the Souba of Bengal, 


uſurping at length the ſovereign power; we ſee a 


Seifdar Jung (father to Suja ul Dowla) a fugitive 
from Perſia, became Nabob of Oud; and a Hy- 


der Naig, from the mean rank of Corporal of French 


Sepoys, ſtriking terror into our ſettlements on 
the Coromandel coaſt, forcing at laſt the Preſidency 


of Madras to ſubſcribe a moſt inglorious treaty, 


and now enjoying the uſurped dominion of ſome 
of the fineſt provinces in Hindoſtans. 


* 


In the courſe, however, of thoſe ſtrides to power, 


murder, rapine, famine, horror of every kind, have 


| ven re ” the face of the whole country. To 
enumerate deſcriptions of ſlaughter cannot pleaſe; 


a ſingle ſpecimen only 1 ſhall beg leave to intro- | 


duce from Colonel Dow's Hiſtory of Hindoſtan, 


< 
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8 which ſtrikingly ſhows. to what degree of barba- 


rous depravity mankind can deſcend, when un- 
curbed by authority, and impelled by avarice and 
a thirſt for power.. 


Iheſe factions proved fatal to he unhappy 
% Delhians. Abdallah laid the city under heav: 


6c contributions, and inforced the collection wit 


ſuch rigor and cruelty, that the. unfortunate 


* inhabitants,” driven to deſpair, took up arms. 
«© The Perfian ordered a general maſſacre, which, 
„ without intermiſſion, laſted for ſeven days. The 


c relentleſs Dourannies were not even then glutted 


„ with ſlaughter, but the ſtench of the dead bodies 
« drove them out of the city. A great part of the 


« buildings were, at the ſame time, reduced to 


“ aſhes, and many thouſands, who had eſcaped 


the ſword, ſuffered a lingering death by famine, 


* fitting upon the ſmoaking ruins of their own 
houſes. Thus the imperial city of Delhi, which, 
in the days of its glory, extended itſelf ſeventeen 


. crores in length, and was ſaid to contain two 
* millions of people, became almoſt a AAP: « of 

- $* rubbiſh. | 4 
The miſeries of he 8 GRASS Delbians were 

© not yet at an end. The Mabrattors, who now, 
without intermiſſion, traverſed the empire for 
6 plunder, advanced to partake of the = 

% Delhi with Abdallah. Fincow and Malharrow 


oils of 


<« accordingly occupied the environs of the city. 


© The Perfian marched out againſt, them, and 
f ff, both armies joined battle at a place called Mu- 


« genu Tuckia, two crores from the depopulated 


£ 7 capi The Mabrattors | were. defeated, and 


» The tribe, of which Abdallah, is che, are « dflingaitted 2 
| by that name. | 


6 i FO « purſucd | 


1+ 1 5 
« purſued” two hundred and fifty crores from the 
field: but they, in the mean time, gave Abdallah 
«the flip, turned his rear, and ſet out in full 
* march for Delhi. The Dourannies, however, were 
«ſo cloſe to their heels, that, before they could 
attempt any thing againſt the city, they were A. 
| ec ſecond time obliged to retreat. | 
In the mean time news arrived, that the Mab- 
«© rattor Chiefs were advancing with another very 
numerous army from the Decan, with a profeſſed | 
* defign to re-eſtabliſh the ancient Hindoo govern- 
«© ment. Biſfwaſs Raw, Baow, and Ihrohim Chan 
& Ghardi, commanded this force, which, indepen- 
« dent of the army of Mabrattors, whom Hö. 
« Jallah had already defeated, conſiſted of one 
„ hundred thouſand horſe. The Ma bommeda ns 
were ſtruck with terror; they thought it neceſ- 
* fary to join Abdallab, to ſupport the faith; Suja 
* ul Dewla, who had ſucceeded his father; the 
infamous Seifdar Fung, in the province of Oud, 
<« Ahmed Chan Bunguiſb, Chief of the Patans arid 
all the petty Chieftains of the Robillas, haſtened 
with their forces to Delhi. | 
„The Mabrattors had now entered the terri- 
< tories of the Fates, and ſummoned Raja Sou- 
rage Mull to join them, Though Sourage Mull, 
4. 48 | Hindoo; wiſhed for the extirpation of Ma- 
L ** hommediſmn | in India, he was too jealous of the 
„ power of the Mabrattors, to obey their orders, 
- « Bnraged at his obſtinacy; they carried fire and 
* ſword through his dominions, and compelled 
him at laſt to join them with fifty thouſand men, 
The Mabrattors now conſiſted of two hundred 


2 thouſand horſe, and the Mahommedans, whom 


Abmet Abdallah commanded in chief, of near one 
— * hundred and yy thopſand. The * of a ll 


impreſiion on the minds o 
Tre” "PT ſervants bo the aA The __ conſt 
der 
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« mae were now turned owa the Felt of 
« A war, upon which depended, whether the 
e ſupreme power ſhould remain with the Ma- 


. hommedans, or revert again to the Hindoos, 


« Upon the approach of the Mabrattors, Abdallah 
« eyacuated De bi, and, having croſſed the Fans, N 


« encamped on the oppoſite bank. 


„ The Mabrattors immediate] e the city, 


and filled every quarter of it with devaſtation 
and death, Not content with robbing the miſe- 
s rable remains of Abdallab's cruelty of every thing 

they poſſeſſed, they ſtripped all the males ph 
„ females quite naked, and wantonly whipped 
them before them along the ſtreets. Many now 


& prayed for death, as the greateſt bleſſing, and 
« thanked the hand which inflicted the wound, 


 « Famine begun to rage among the unfortunate 
citizens to ſuch a degree, that men fled from 


<« their deareſt friends, as from beaſts of prey, for 
te fear of their being devoured, Many women 


% devoured their own children, while ſome mo- 
4 thers, of more humanity, were ſeen dead in the 
&« ſtreets, with infants ſtill ſucking at their breaſts, 
c But now let us draw a veil over this ſcene of 5 
„ horror.“ 


Such therefore being PR e ttetieet 


of thoſe diſtreſſed people, alternately the victims 
of the avarice and brutal fury of thoſe tygers 


in human ſhape, no wonder that they pant after 


tranquillity, and anxiouſly wiſh for one ſove- 
reign lord to * them againſt a million of =; 
rants. \ | 


The idea of the Britiſ power has made a ſtrong 


the inhabitants of Hin. NY 


der as ſo many princes, that Company which can 
rule ſuch , princes they look up to with awe and 
terror; but the King of Great Britain, the ſove; 
reign ruler of ſuch rulers, they conceive to be 
ſome being ſuperior to human nature,” 
wa. a5. reputation therefore of an alliance be- 
tween his Britannick Majeſty and the Great Mogul 
(and I could ſtake my head on the event) would 
operate like an electrical ſhock, fly like lightning 
from the moſt northern dependency on the throne 
of Halb ta Cape Comorin, and aue the proudet 
chief into obedience and ſubjection. The little 
Nahe, whoſe dominions are now laid waſte by the 


greater robbers, and the various tribes of unhap- 
py. exiles, who, hunted from place to place by 
cruel marauders, cannot find a ſpot on which to 
reſt their weary limbs, would all flock to the royal 
ſtandard, and unite in cruſhing that deſtructive 
anarchy which has unhinged all government, and 
deluged their country with block One compact 
body, thus moving with dignity and firmneſs, would 
Pon eſtabliſh an authority which the moſt un; 
 Qoubted right unſupported by power can never ef- 
fectuate; in Hindoſtan eſpecially, where principles 
_ of honour and patriotiſm being but little known, 
and deſpotiſm the ſyſtem of rule adapted to the 
genius of the people, fear becomes the only ſecu - 


” 


py tor obedience, ... 


Here it may not be eder ar Jneo one 
point of view the various certain and probable ad- 
7 47 19.1 ; . a * 11 1 7 X 1 f 1 3 Ehop [ 
vantages which may be expected from the pro- 


I met the Briti (fays Mahommed Ali Khan, the Na- 
bob of the Carnatit) with that openneſs which they love; 

* and it is my honour as well as my ſecurity to be the ally 
i of a nation compoſed of Princes | 


poſed 


"might ſoon enable him ta give up the twe 


* 


33 1 
poſed arrangements, "= then endeavour to ſu 


pport 
the whole by undoubted facts and obvious e 


: ings. 


1. That an alliance with ſotto great per in 
Hindoſtan ſeems abſolutely neceſſaty to create that 


balance of power which alone can eſtabliſn tran- 
quillity, and give a breathing: time to the labourer 
and manufacturer, without Thich the commerce 
995 of the Company muſt ſoon inevitably be ruined. 


2. Thar none can promiſe more in point of pre- 


Par. fafety and advantage, or future ſtability and 
_ proſperity, than that which is now propoſed with 
the lawful and acknowledged: head of the empire. 


That it will operate reciprocally in throwing 
engt, authority, and Seri N the hands of 
the contracting powers - 

4. That the krmneis it will 8555 to the . 5 
reignty of the Great Mogul will bring the tributary 


Soubas, Rajas, and other ſates, 1 into che old chan- 


nel of obedience. En 
„That the revenue fide: en cheſe due : 


7 will enable Shah Allum to keep a great army con- 


ſtantly on foot, which, by being commanded -by 


Britiſh officers only, mie de confided] in every 
reſpect as a Britifs army in the Mogul's pay. 


6. That this army will be ready at all times, on 


application from the Britiſh Governor - general, to 
furniſh detachments, ſhould our lettlements be at- 
tacked either by foreigners or natives. 


That the clothing and other Brepanm . 


2 ſarles for this army will immediately amount to 
above 200, ooo l. and may ſoon exceed 500,000 J. 
Per anunm, to be furniſhed by the Company: 


8. That an increaſe of revenue to the re 


lacks 55 ad from the Dewannee of Bengal —.— 


muſt 


do plunder and diſtreſs 7 5 


: ; * 
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muſt otherwiſe - be conſtantly remitted. to him, r 
Great Britain forfeit her honour b tram pling on 


the law of nations. 


9. That the Company will be allowed to cle 
liſh factories, with high privileges, wherever they 


_ chooſe, and to trade duty-free in his Mogul Maje- 


ſty's dominions; whilſt the immediate trade to 
Delbi muſt open a vent for Britiſh commodities to 
an immenſe amount, with the certainty. of an an- 


nual increaſe, when peace and the eaſy collection 


of the Shah's revenue ſhall pate Hues, 


and a circulation of caſn. 


10. That an extenſion of trade to the eaſtern 


and northern provinces of Perfia and the — oc 


ſtates of Tartary, through the. MoguPs dominions 
and the Indus, amounts to a probability bordering 


1 upon certainty, and muſt prove highly beneficial. 


11. That the Company will immediately get rid 
of that claim which the Mabrattors inſiſt they have 
a right to, called the Chaut, or fourth part of the 


revenues of their territorial acquiſitions, and which 


will ever furniſh thoſe reſtleſs marauders with a 


pretence, ſupported by the a rene of legality, 
ettlements. 


12. That the Company will in every reſpect be N 


placed in perfect ſecurity from their determined 


and irreconcileable enemies, the Mabrattors, Hy- 
der Ali, and the Nizam of the Decan. 
13. That Bombay, which now depends even on 


thoſe Mabrattors for proviſions, and upon Bengal 


for money, would, in conſequence. of the acquiſi- 

tion of the Concan, and the uninterrupted trade of 

the Indus, become one of their moſt flouriſhing . 
ſettlements, inſtead of at preſent proving a dead 
weight on the ene oy at n 209,000, J. per 


| 14. That 
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4. That in place of being conſidered as in- 
1 of ae l this alliance would convey to 
his Majeſty a legal, juſt, and undiſputed title to 
ſeveral of che nobleſt provinces in the empire, and 
give a new ſpring to the trade and internal 8 50 
neſs of that wide· extended empire. 
15. That it will, at the ſame time, put an entire 
ſtop to Fyench intrigues in Hindaſtan, from which 


ſooner or later much danger may otherwiſe ariſe. 
Suja ul Dowla is at beſt but a forced friend; ſelf- 


© urge tag keeps him for the preſent in quiet, 


ut his chief favourites and leaders are Gentil, 


Chevalier, and other natives of France, who only 


watch a favourable moment to recover their loſt 


dominion, and annihilate the Britiſb power in India. 


16. That it will bring above two millions yearly = 
into the treaſury of Great Britain, without taking 
a ſingle rupee in caſh out of Hindeſtan, by which 
adminiſtration will be enabled to make great pro- 


greſs in ſinking the national debt, and relieving the 8 


ſubject of the taxes moſt ko Ns to the manu- N 
facturing poor. 
1 That it will give new vigour to the clin 


ing manufactures of Britain, but in a particular 


manner to thoſe of the clothing counties, as well 
as to en res Mancheſter, Sheffield, Norwich, 
Kc. ape 

28. - That the Company having chen nothing to 


7 Autend to but a ſteady application to commerce, 


and the ruinous expence of a military eſtabliſn- 
ment being then no longer neceſſary, their debts 
would in conſequence be ſoon extinguiſhed; and 
their own dividends, inſtead of dwindling to no- 
- , would on the moſt ſolid principles exceed-i in 

a few years the moſt flouriſhing PoE of a 
ona or any foreign ſtock. 


£83 
19. That the whole can be arranged upon the 
moſt ſimple as well as the moſt equitable prin- 
ciples, and the particular advantages to Govern- 
ment and ihe Company be entirely compatible 
with univerſal good; whilſt the ſyſtem of India 
government (which like the Gordian knot is at 
preſent too difficult to be unlooſed) would be put 
upon ſuch a ſolid baſis as to render the management 
as eaſy as that of our Weſt India iſlands. 
20. That no undue ſeverity will be exerciſed 
_ againſt any of the country princes, nor any act of 
power put in force which the general ſafety of the 
whole does not appear to require. Hyder is an 
uſurper; he muſt be ſtripped of Bangalore, the 
ſea-port of Mangalore, and ſome other important 
places, of which he has robbed the lawful owners ; 
to whom, in order to preſerve a proper balance, 
they might either be reſtored on certain conditions, 
or, if the poſſeſſion would be of greater importance 
to us, an equivalent given them in ſome other 
diſtrict, The power of the Nizam, and the ariſto- 
cracy of the Mabrattors, being alſo circumſcribed, 
and all of them obliged regularly to pay tribute 
for the territories they are allowed to hold either 
from the King of Great Britain or the Mogul, 
there would not then remain in Hindaſtan a prince 
of power ſufficient to diſturb the general tranquil- 
ity; and the ſmaller ſtates having then nothing to 
| dread, the armies they are now under the neceſſity 
of ſupporting for 'their ſafety, which drains 'their 
treaſuries, and drives them to oppreſſive extor- 
tions, would then of courſe be diſbanded ; they 
would become rich; their tribute they could pay 
with eaſe ; their people would return to their la- 
bour and manufactures, and the contraſt which 
they muſt ſoon perceive between miſery and hap- 
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may be hoped for from the propoſed alliance, I 


t 


pineſs wo attach them in the ſtrongeſt manner 


© To the NY powers ; whilft individuals, find- 
Ing that certain 


xed unalterable laws became the 
uardians of their A del they would bleſs the 
influence which had diſpelled that inhuman anar- 


chy, and made the arts of peace to riſe up from 
among the horrors of war. 


Laſtly, That as Shah Allum in his preſent ſitua- 
tion muſt ever remain a dangerous, though invo- 
Juntary engine in the hands of our foes, neceſſity, 
ſound policy, every regard to preſent ſafety and 
future proſperity call loudly for an experiment, 


which can be atrended with neither danger nor 
expence; without enlarging upon the humane 
idea of giving permanent peace to perhaps 12 
millions of PEPE: 


. Having in the foregoing articles given the prin- 
s. of the beneficial conſequences, which 


ſhall now endeavour to illuſtrate ſuch of them as 


may appear to require a more complete inveſtiga- 
tion. 


Peace, that firſt * moſt important conſidera- 


tion to a trading country, and to a body whoſe | 
only object ought to be an extenſive commerce, 
_ undiſturbed by attention to politicks and war, can 
never be hoped for, circumſtanced as the India 


Company has been, and muſt continue to be, un- 


leſs a manly and a radical remedy 1s immediately 

applied. The changes may be run upon the 
names of their Chiefs, from Governors and Coun- 
cils to Select Committees, from theſe to Superviſors, 
and from Superviſors to Councils- general; but mea- 
ſures, not men, mult be the object, or worſe and 


worſe mult be the Company” motto. Fre. 
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The principles of every Government ought ta 
reſt upon the ſimpleſt and the broadeſt baſis. They 
ought to be ſuch as men of moderate abilities can 
condi with eaſe, and which, even knaves and 
fools, when raiſed to rule, cannot greatly injure; 


for men of ſuperior parts appear but ſeldom, an 
men of integrity are not always to be found. Man- 
kind we muſt take as we find them, not as we 
might wiſh them to be; and every arrangement 


which looks forward to ſtability, muſt be adapted 
to the level of the million, not to the genius of the 


; few. 


Is the preſent ſyſtem of India government eftab- 
liſhed on ſuch a foundation ? Can it raiſe its head, 


amidſt the almoſt unavoidable j jarring of actions, 
and the diſſenſions of injured individuals? Can it 
reſtore the affairs of Hindoſtan, ſhould one half of 
the Company's ſervants counteract the efforts of 
the reſt? Are all the actors men of ſuperior parts, 
ſevere 1 integrity, devoid of paſſions, jealouſtes, an 
Private views! 
no dependents to promote? Have they no unjuſt 


Have they no fortunes to make, 


preferences to give, no ſuperceſſions in their train 


to ſow the ſeeds of diſunion and reſentment ? Have 
they the intrepidity of a Clive, the addreſs of a Van- 


 fittart, the active vigilance of a Pigot? Or can they, 


amidſt all the luxury of the Eaſt, breathe Donne | 
but Spartan patriotiſm, Abſtinence, and ſelf-denial? 


uch men, if ſuch men have been found, may 


for a ſeaſon prop the tottering fabric, till bending 


under the unweildy load, one rude blaſt enen 
: the whole in ruin, 


To be completely oller that the above is 


not merely declamation, let us take a ſlight view 
of the deſtructive ſyſtem. which has prevailed ever 
ſince a commercial SORT, became metamor- 


"paged : 
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_ 7 
phoſed 1 into that wier besded monfter, a lovereighs 


military- merchant. 
Madras, for near thirty years, has hardly ever 


been twelve months together at peace; Calcutta, 


ſince the overthrow of Suraja ul Dowla, has conſi- 


derably improved upon her example; Bombay to 


the beſt of her abilities has ſhewn a willingneſs not 
to be behind hand with her ſiſter- ſettlements; and 


could Bencoolen any how have contrived to follow 
| ſuch ſhining patterns, ſhe undoubtedly would not 


have been the only exception to the general rule. 


Now what have ren the conſequences of theſe 
military movements? Have they all been founded 
on neceſſity ? Has the Company s preſervation, im- 
mediately or contingently, been the conſtant mo- 
tives for theſe wars; or have any of them been 
wWantonly created to ſatisfy the ambition or ava- 
rice of individuals? One of theſe poſitions muſt 
| certainly be true,. and either of them will ſuffi⸗ 
_ ciently e the danger of perſevering in 

ſuch a pernicious ſyſtem. If the Company has 
conſtantly been and ſtill remains expoſed to the at- 
tacks of numerous foes, it becomes ſurely highly 
neceſſary now to look around for ſome general and 
permanent ſecurity. Whilſt, on the other hand, if 
the Company's, ſafety and adyantage have been 
often but ſecondary objects to the views of private 
men, the reaſon is equally forcible to remove in- 
ſtantly every cauſe that may in future have a ten- 
dency to produce ſuch baneful effects: for what 
has invariably been the ſyſtem will ever ſo con- 
tinue while the ſame defects remain, and the ſame 
| principles operate. The ſtronger Indian Princes, 
while unawed by ſuperior authority, will ever cruſh 
the weaker, whilſt thoſe who are more upon a level 
; Wil court Burner e to enable them to de- 


ſtroy 


r 


> \ * 
82 — "_ 5 . 
rr ———ů - — 8 p [ . 
: — 1 
4 F ; 


— * "I" * > » . 
n - 3 ooh, 
E ow fre en oe 1 7 


e 


—— „ 


— 
. "& N 
* 


2 — E —  NIETIN 


———³ — 


„ 
n 
52 — 


a 
Shak” 


— 


5 


— at 


5 * +5 
= > > = 


U 
R 1 — — as; ol N " - = . Ie 20 SER a ad Sin Par Ie 
A IR os: r CAS 2 * F 72 8 nr - . * 
rc K I ole ene eo mie COB, ESR eh Ie 
— =} 1 — — 2 — IE | q * r * N 1 ** - 


2 
* Oh 


— 


<4 gee 
a, Ke 


* 2 Ef >. ei a RS IE oe. ä 
== — — r W 2 — p — —— — — — 


2 - 2 —— _ — 
. meer door oo” - -4 . 


r 


— 3 
r 
—— 
— Os 
— 


o 88 
1212 - 


n 


—... — — — — — 
— 


give him only a thirſt for more. 


— 2 ꝑ — . —— — — 


. 
* 


2352 


— 


3 


5 [ 5 ©2 1 


ſtroy their rivals. Splendid bribes will be hung 


out, which our leaders may not always have virtue 
enough to reſiſt, and the Company's real intereſts be 
too often ſent headlong to ruin, to aggrandize am- 
bitious individuals. Where ſo many independent 


powers exiſt therefore uncontrouled by any other law 


than their own ſhort- ſighted views, how impoſſible 
muſt it be to expect tranquillity! their fears, their 


avarice, their conteſts for ſuperiority muſt keep 


them ever in alarm; armies upon armies muſt be 
perpetually in motion, laying the country waſte; 
the labourer to avoid deſtruction muſt turn ſol- 


dier; manufactures mult droop; revenues decline; 
treaſuries be drained ; neceſſity then will urge to 


war, and the plunder which rewards the conqueror 


Io keep the Company's ſervants unconcerned 


during ſuch commotions is abſolutely impoſlible. 
Threatnings upon threatnings may be hung out 


— 


in terrorem by the Court of Directors; but expe- 
rience has clearly ſhewn that it is their inferior, 
their poorer dependents only who tremble at their 


frowns ; whilſt thoſe in the higher lines have not 


ſcrupled to ſet their mandates at defiance : yet 
ſuch are the charms of Affluence, that puniſhment, 
nay even cenſure, will ever ſhrink at her approach. 
The late manceuvres on the Coromandel coaſt 
and at Allababad I am not ſufficiently informed 
about to judge of with preciſion; report how- 
ever ſays that the taking of Tanjour has already 


produced a miſunderſtanding between us and our 


old and hitherto faithful ally the Nabob of Arcot; 
and the ſurrender to Suja ul Dowla of Allahabad 


and the Cora province (ceded and guarantied by us 


to the King) is not only another blow to the law 
of nations, but adds freſh ſtrength to one of our 


_ 
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bariſm, plunder, and carnage, . 


Fa }. 


| moſt dangerous and moſt powerful neighbours. 


A few lacks of rupees indeed, as the Company's 


= . ee have been hung out to amuſe the Stock- 


ders at home, whilſt every ſword that is drawn, 
every wanton deviation from that ſteady juſtice 
which alone can make us really great, is cutting 


down the tree to gather the fruit, and muſt prove 


fatal forerunners to ſtill more fatal conſequences. 
But let us hide for a moment from our eyes the 
naked ſword which, ſuſpended by a hair, hangs 


over the Company's head: let us view only the 


moſt chearful fide of the landſcape, and let us 


fancy the happieſt effects which can poſſibly be 


expected from the gentlemen now appointed to the 


ſuperintendency of the Company's affairs in the 
Eaſt; let them have all the virtues I have already 
figured them to be poſſeſt of; let the gentlemen 
already there (many of whom by the ſuperceſſion 
of the Council- general and their ſuite are now cut 
off from every hope of independence) not only 


throw no oppoſition in their way, but, looking with 


indifference on their own private intereſt, co-ope- 
rate in every meaſure for the benefit of the Com- + 
pany, the utmoſt poſſible good that can be hoped | 
for even from this great ultimatum can only be felt 
in the Company's own diſtricts, which, if properly 
reflected upon, muſt be after all a poor, an unim- 
portant, and a tranſitory conſideration. . 
The trade of every country can flouriſh only in 
proportion to the ſituation of thoſe ſtates which 
ſüurround it. The riches and commerce of one na- 
tion derives their principal ſupplies from the riches 
and commerce of their neighbours; and no people 
can ever carry their trade and induſtry very far, 
where the adjacent diſtricts are the ſcenes of bar- 


Buna, 


: t 64 J | 
Bengal, Behar, and Oriſſa are poſſeſſed of #i6 
mines; their former riches efetore flowed en- 
tirely from their trade with the furrounding and 
more diſtant provinces of the Empire; it was this 
trade which enabled Bengal alone before the Per- 
Aan invaſion to remit to the Emperor's treaſury a 
tribute of 100 lacks, beſides the immenſe ſums 
the Soubas and Dewans reſerved for themſelves ; 
and to the loſs of this trade, together with the : 
other never-failing attendants upon anarchy and 
War, is it owing that the revenues are now haſtening "= 
Faſt to a total decline. "2M 8 
It is evident, dee that even the profoundeſt 
peace, and the moſt falutary regulations in the Com- 
pany's provinces alone, never can recover that wealth 
and that trade which they have loſt, unleſs the ſame 
tranquillity is extended to every corner of the em- 
pire: for ſhould Great Britain {till look on with an 
eye of indifference, whilſt Hyder Ali is deſtroying 
a number of little ſtates on the Malabar coaſt, 
whilſt the Mabrattors and Abdallah are either lay- 
ing waſte or threatening with deſolation the pro- 
vinces to the north and weſt, all external com- 
merce but that to Europe muſt totally ceaſe; and 
the trade being then confined entirely to internal 
barter, ſo far from offering a probability of advan- 
tage to the Company, muſt throw the balance ſo 
much againſt them, as evidently to make it in a 
little while too ruinous to ſupport. OY 5 
Can any thing more ſtrikingly confirm the fines 
going obſervations than a ſlight view of the decline 
of the revenues from the year 1766 to 1771, with 
the immenſe increaſe during that period of the 
Company's expence ? Mr. Sykes, in his letters to 
the Select Committee, reports the revenue to 
amount to 199 lacks of rupees 3 taking this 2 5 
IP 5 ore 
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fore as the ſtandard, which undoubtedly in times 


of tranquillity and good order, the provinces could 
eaſily yieid, obſerve the progreſs of the revenue 


and expence in the inverſe proportion. | 
| Ryyenve, tots Lacks. | DronursEMENTS in Bengal, 1 


” 4. 


1566 to 1767 — 196 1766 wa 1767 — 99 
1767 — 1768 — 181 1767 — 1768 — 108 
1768 — 1769 — 192 1768 — 1759 — 126 
| 1769 —_ LS 161 : 1769 _ 1770 groin 130 
SLES - 771 —=— I 1770. n 


What concluſions muſt we draw from the above! - 


in the year. 1766 we obſerve that the revenue 
exceeded the expence nearly in 100 lacks (about 


1, 2 60, Oo0 l.) whilſt in 1771 this exceſs we find 


dwindled down to a fifth part, or about 2 50, ooo l. 

What further decreaſe may have happened ſince 
that time I cannot preciſely ſay, having ſeen no 
regular account; but, from information Which has 
E to ſupport it, the revenue at the laſt 


alance had ſuffered another diminution of twen- 
ty-five lacks more; ſo that even including the 


twenty-ſix lacks, which has been unwarrantably 
ſtopped from Shab Allum, the Company then had 


only a ſurplus. of twenty-one lacks, or 262,500 l. 


(at 28. 6d. the rupee) to defray the inveſtments, 
to remit for the deficiencies. of the other ſet. 
tlements (that of Bombay alone exceeding at a 


medium 200,000 l. yearly) to pay the intereſt — 


the bond debt (amounting by the laſt accounts to 

1, 271, 250l. 4 which at the rate of 8 per cent. is above 

100, ooo l.) to anſwer the additional expence of the 
Council-general and Judges (about 100,0001, 
more) and various other ſmaller incidents, with 


. Excluſive of n. near 1,900,600 l. of arrears now due to the 
wr. oa | 


| civil, military, &c. Likene. 1 
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which it is unneceſſary to ſwell the account; a ſum 


ſo totally inadequate, that | the unavoidable conſe - 


quence mult be an increaſe of the bond debt, till 
the ſurplus revenue not being equal even to de- 


fraying the intereſt, it is eaſy for common ſenſe to 
draw the fatal concluſion. 


The Courts of Direction and een may in 
the mean time amuſe themſelves about the redue- 
tion of ſome pounds in their freight-account, and 
diſcuſs a few ſuch problemarical queſtions as, whe- 
ther the private trade of their ſea 4 
detrimental to the Company's intereſt? bur, tho' a 

proper attention to ceconomy is in many caſes cer- 

_ tainly laudable, pence and farthings are, after all, 


ervants is or is not 


but ſorry conſiderations, when millions are periſhing, 


and their very exiſtence is at ſtake. Confined ideas : 


ought never to govern great bodies; an individual, 


| whoſe hour upon the ſtage of life is circumſcribed, 
muſt adapt his operations to his time, his views, and 
his abilities; but a great body ought to look forward, 

and never ſacrifice important, certain, though re- 
moter advantages, to the inveſtigation of trifles, or 


the indolent gratification of the preſent hour. 


Before the malady therefore is paſt all power of 
art, let Parliament and the Direction join their 
ſkill; the remedy at preſent is eaſy, but delay 
muſt ruin all. Let therefore all puerile appre- 
henſions and little jealouſies give way to manly 
confidence; the times demand it, the object is 
J great, and will well reward their pains. Let not 
therefore the Direction hang out their paltry parch- 
Foe: when ſuch a game is at ſtake. A charter 
5 granted to a Commercial Company muſt virtually 


ſe its being, when that Company, having become 


ſovereigns, are found unequal to the weight of 
government. Factious declaimers and ſpecula 
_ tive nnn * ever ada to the people that 
. — | 
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power of the crown; but the- indife 

penſable conſideration. (and I am ſupported in my 
opinion by Colonel Dow, Mr. Smith, and every 

able writer on India affairs) reſts now entirely on 


1 * 7] 
bug- bear, the 


0 this point, whether, in the dread of a remote and im- 
= probable contingency, we ſhall ruſh upon our ruin? 
n or, which is the ſame thing, governed by irreſolu- 
— tion and procraſtination, lay ſupinely by, till de. 
d ſtruction is at the door, and nothing remains but 
- | _ vunavailing complaints, and wiſhes for the Oy 
c 1 of loſt rus. ona 2 5 
1 
”-- Fr rom the whole . the following bon 
I, 1 axioms may be clearly deduced. 
2 it, That the Eugliſb Eaſt India Company can - 
s not exiſt under the x a ſyſtem of government. 
4 2q4dly, That the eſtabliſnment of a general tran- 
AY quilliry only can reſtore the commerce of Hindoſtan, | 
= and give permanency to the Britiſb trade. 
dl, KF gdiy, That a great alliance is the only poſſible 
__ meaſure that can accompliſh this important end. 
Or _  4thly, That no alliance can promiſe any lafting: 
be 8 advantage, or give a real legality to our "aps pe 
of | ings, excepting that with the Great Mogut. | 
"of . i 5 
ay 8 on this ground I tall therefore with great de- 
1 
ly : ins Nathaniel Smith, Eſq; 1 dne a Directors of the 
IE India Company, the author (if am not miſinformed) of 
ot ihree judicious publications, intituled, Obſervations on the 

x preſent flate of the Eaſt India Company; Meafores to be purſued 5 
h- 17 India; and General Remarks on the Syſtem of governmont in 
er India; in which a yariety of important mutter is diſcuſſed 
ly with a depth of knowledge, a ſolidity of reaſoning, and a 
"4 28 5 perſpicuity of ſtile, which does that gentleman much honour, * 

T bey are printed for Nour/e in the Strand, and ought to be 

of 5 1 5 read by every man who conſiders _ EE wy of inte- IS 
a- peſtin 7 neee to his country. 
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at Sep rob”: OP * ference, 


C6 J 
ference, ſubmit the following great lines of l 
N this important purpoſe, leaving it for amend- 
4 ment to men of better parts, ſhould the general 
idea engage, as it ought, the attention of the na · 
=. 1. That an alliance offenſive and defenſive be 
* enten into between his Britannict majeſty and 
oSbab Allum upon the principles formerly laid down, 
| with ſuch alterations as the wiſdom of Parliament 
and his Majeſty's Councils may judge neceſſary. 
2. That a new charter be granted to the Eaſt 
India Company, re their attention to com. 
merce alone. 
3. That the revenue, the civil; een, d 
; military departments, be entirely under the controul 
of a Viceroy. and a Council of ſixteen, to be ap- 
pointed by the Crown, and accountable to Parlia- 
ment for A conduct. 
44. That they be e by ahs Let 
. bee from all concern ele, or e in 
LE 
8. Phat their ſalaries be ample * fixed, with : 
an nets of ſo much per cent. upon the ſurplus, 3 
when the revenues ſhould exceed a certain deter- 
mined ſum; this would give them a ſtronger inte- 
reſt in the encouragement of agriculture, freedom 
of trade, and every meaſure that _ nenogratily 
tend to an'increaſe of revenue. © 


— 
8 


6. That the Viceroy's reſidence was at firſt 
be at Morſbedabad, to be removed hereafter, 
if neceſſary, nearer to the centre, when the pro- 

Unces of the Decan and the ee are added to 

„ the Britiſh dominionss. 5 
7. That the Viceroy ſhould. 1 the — | 
£ executive Power; 3 but che revenue and every new - 
A deliberative. 


Far 


deliberative meaſure to fall under the conſider- | 
ation of the Viceroy and Council. 

8. That fix of the Council remain always with 
the Viceroy; three to reſide at Calcutta, three 
at Madras, three at Bombay, and one as Envoy at 
the Court of the Great Mogul, 

That there be alſo ſixteen junior counſel- 
| lon, to ſupply vacancies in caſe of death os re- 
ſignation; out of which body reſidents, if thought 

neceſſary, might be 1 to RY K 
| dinates. 
511 That every thing of a jadiciat- nature be 
.. left entirely to Englif and Indian Judges; except 
5 in caſes of appeal to the Viceroy and Council. 


1 11. That ſuch Zemindars as — act as Judg es 
3 hall have no concern, as at preſtnt, in the oh 
- lection of the revenues; but Siber officers be - 
— pointed to that department. | 

EE 12. That Nabobs, Rajas, and: Foujdars ſhall . „ 
RR preſide over provinces and diſtricts, with cer- 
n tain executive and collective powers; to account 
regularly for the tribute to the Viceroy and Coun- 
h cil for theſe territories which hold of the Crown 
* of Great Britain, and to the MoguPs Tory 
— Rs for ſuch as hold under that Prince. 

WE: 13. That the Viceroy and Council, as a ſu- 
n 5 preme criminal court, ſnould have the power of 
13 calling to account Generals, Judges, and other great 
—- officers when guilty of oppreſſion, perverſion. of 
1 Juſtice, or any other dangerous crime. 

* 14. That the lands ſhould be let i in vow ticher for 
1 life or a certain term of years, at a fixed moderate 
to rent; which would tend greatly to promote the in- 
— duſtry of the farmer, upon his ſeeing a certain 
le proſpect of reward for his labour, and a ca, 
91 Ro * * when he has acquired it. 


ve © ee, 15. That 


. — ob * 
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15. That ſtrict attention be paid to the collec· 


| tors, and ready redreſs be given to every well 


founded complaint. 

16. That every kind of F fas perſon and 
property ſhould be proclaimed abroad, and reli- 
giouſly obſerved; particularly with regard to mer 
chants from Perj da, 2. . and other diſtant 
countries. . 

17. That great indeavours be wid by premiums 
and advance of money to improve the manufac- 


ture of fine goods, Which has declined greatly, in 


conſequence of the diſtractions of the country. 
18. That the Company in their commercial les 
be ſubject to no controul, except when evidently 
tranſgreſſing their limits; and that powers of 
peal to the King and Council be lodged with 
=: Governors of the reſpective prefidencies, | 


. when the leaſt impediment 1s thrown in their voy ö 
-by the ſervants of the Crown. 


19. That Government agree e the Com. 
pany, by appraiſement, for all their forts, ſtores, 
and military apparatus, to be made good by yearly | 


inſtalments out of the revenues. 


20. That all Government remittances his tran. 


ated by the Company, and be paid into the 


treaſuries of the reſpective Preſidencies ſeven 


or eight months before the goods are brought from 


the manufactories to the Company's warehouſes, 
which would enable them to go to market on the 
beſt terms by advancing money to the Aurongs or 
. villages: whilſt, at the ſame time, 


the remittances, thus paſſing through the Com 


pany's hands would operate as a check on the 
Crown ſervants in the management of the revenue; 
2s a deficiency would ſoon be diſcovered, and if it 
=: to ee am Peculatian, —— 
pn 
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L 
or nppentions immediate puniſhment would fol- 
low. 
2+ hat all cloths, and other e com- 
modities, for the conſumption of the Britiſh and 
Mogul armies, ſhould alſo paſs entirely through the 
hands of the Company, at certain fixed rates or 
contracts, as might from time to time be entered. 
into with the Courts of London and Delbcl. 
22. That, as a fleet would be always neceſſary, 
ſhips be contracted for by the Viceroy and Council, 
. built by the Company of teek-wood, which : 
is extremely durable, and would prove an immenſe 
ſaving to Great Britain; theſe ſhips might be 
manned partly with Britif ſeamen, and partly by 
Laſcars and Malays, who, if bred young, would 
make excellent ſatlors. bh 
23. That all the natives of the Eaſt, 70 ſuch 
Europeans as may have the Company's licence, be 
protected in an uninterrupted commerce, ſubject to 
ſuch duties as may, as nearly as poſſible, enable 
every trader to go to market on equal terms, the 
advantages being always, though not too highly, 
in favour of the ſubjects of Great Britain; other- 
"ie monopolies will ſtill continue to diſtreſs the 
empire, and deter the natives of remoter countries - 
5 from Waden our en, 


I vould not in the above Kkerch (0 which. many 
Gy other important articles might be added) wiſh to 
be conſidered as dictating to Adminiſtration or: Di- 
rection in their great arrangements: their ſupe- 
rior opportunities for knowledge will no 5 4 
ſuggeſt to them many improvements; my deſign, 
is only to point out to the public at large, in the 


E general and great line, the eaſe with which a plan 


of this nature might be e into enecution, with- 
* out 


—- 2 theſe ** rs, 3 or expences, 
I which? at the firſt 5 uſh, Nt: alarm the unin- 
„ formed. 
1 Moſt of * advantage to by expected FERN 7 | 
1 5 propoſed alliance and the conſequent arrangements 
1 appear to be ſelf-evident z but as ſome of them, 
and thoſe of high importance, require a completer 
_ ..._ Inveſtigation, I ſhall ſpeak. to them a little more 
fully, and then, with ſome general made, con- 
wy dude the whole. 
/ _ - And firſt, with regard to the revenue, — . 
cler of all charges, civil and military, would then 
flow into the treaſury of Great Britain (and which 
might be allotted entirely for the diſcharging of the 
national debt) it would ſoon amount to full two 
millions per annum. In this eſtimate I neither in- 
clude the revenues of the Concan and the Decan (of 
which in leſs than two years we ſhould diſpoſſeſs 
the Mabrattors and the Nizam, or render them 
tributary, almoſt without drawing a ſword) nor thoſe 
of the Bednure and Sunda provinces, uſurped by 
Hyder Ali, and of which the Rajas, the rightful 
owners, would gladly acknowledge us ſuperiors, 
with a certain annual tribute, and put us in poſſeſ— 
ſion at the ſame time of Bangalore, Mangalore, 
Carwar, and other places of importance; whereby. 
we might not only have the entire command of 
all imports and exports, but cut off H der 
from all communication with the ſea, The Mak: | 
rattors draw at preſent from the Concan above 
Zoo, ooo l. yearly ; the Decan is rich, and much 
more extenſive, and the revenues of Bednure and 
Sunda yield near 1,400,000 1. one half of which 
the Rajas would thankfully give up to enjoy the 
dodther without future dread of the oppreſſive and 
: meta — Theſe, 9 _— 
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Hlindoſtan of their current filyer, which would, eſpe- 


gially at preſent, be a moſt pernicious ſyſtem, and. 
ſoon. tend to the deſtruction of all trade: for, in W 
country where no paper credit exiſts, money be- 


coming the only ſymbol of trade, unleſs a due me- 


dium 1s preſerved between the ſymbol and the com- 
modity, commerce muſt proportionably be hurt. 
The ſcarcity of circulating caſh at preſent in Hin- 
Aduaſtan is one great cauſe of the ſtagnation of trade, 
Whilſt that ſtagnation of trade operates, as it ever 


muſt, in a reciprocal ratio upon the circulating 


caſh. The cuſtom too, originating from the turbu- 

| tence and deſpotiſm of thoſe eaſtern governments, 

of people of property burying one third of their, 
fortune, inveſting another in jewels, and reſerving | 
only a third part for trade and the means of living, „ 


ed to the ſums ſent to China, and thoſe ac- 


| cumulated by the Mabrattors, Heyder, Caſim Ali, ? 


and other public robbers, have altogether contri- 
buted to — this already an evil of too alarming 
a nature not to be immediately and effectually 
checked. The idea of a national bank in India, 


adopted by Mr. Smith, might indeed apply a ſalu- 

tary remedy, but however plauſible it may appear, 

it muſt be the conſideration of a diſtant day; for 
all or maſt of the arrangements here propoſed muſt 
have taken effect, and univerſal ſecurity and tran- 


quillity haye prevailed, before a ſpeculative poing 
of ſuch 2 can be cou attended to. 
K 


all the tributary Soubas and, Rajas to ey in 
ſecurity, a much greater revenue than they do at: 
preſent, would- bring in above two, millions more, 
3 at the Gert, command the whole trade i in 
_ cottons, peppers, cardamums, and other valuable 
commodities. The whole of this revenue govern- 
ment could receive in England without draining, 
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To make the reader, however, perfectly compre-⸗ 


Pen the manner in which government may con- 
duct the whole ſyſtem of their revenue and remit- 
tances, and the Company regulate their inveſt- 


ments, 1 ſhall take the liberty of giving an extract 
from one of the publications T have formerly men- 
tioned, intituled, Meaſures to be purſued in India; 
in the conſideration of which Mr. Smith appears, by 
uniting the philoſopher and the gentleman with 
the man of buſineſs, to have connected theory with 


practice, without which every e ane „ 
muſt be vague and indeciſive. 


\ 


The government, holding the revenues, will 


ö have to pay for all the civil and military charges, 


the expence of building ſhips of war, and all the 
different ſtores brought from Europe; and the 


Company carrying out all the articles for the navy, - 
and all the cloathing and ammunition for the army, 
will be repaid in India by the Crown, at a price 
equivalent to the riſk and expence : in ſhort every 
expence on the ſide of government for whatever 
was ſent from England, being paid for in like man- 
ner to the Company, whatever the Crown re- 
» ceived from India would, in this caſe, be a clear 


gain; and the additional articles ſent from this 


country will, ſo far as their value extends, become 


of equal advantage to it yur the exports to Ame- | 
Fica, or elſewhere, 


„ 


The money goyernment had to ſpare from their 


Various expences abroad, being lent to the Com- 


pany on bills of exchange (payable in England on 


the ſale of the cargoes) and by them inveſted in 
the manufactures and growths of the countries 
wherein it was collected, and the money that go- 
vernment paid them from the different ſtores 


F brought! from 2 allo — in the 


ſame 


| 6 
{ame manner, none of the ſpecie could be carried out 
of the country, but would circulate again amoiig 
the natives to greater advantage than ever it did 
from the treaſuries of their Soubas. The Company 
will trade upon this printiple with ſuch ſuperior ad- 
vantage as will enable them to under-ſell all other 
nations; for in this caſe a conſiderable part of the 
cargoes would not be paid for by the Company 
until they were ſold in England, and they would 
alſo receive a proper allowance on their riſk and ex- 
pence for the Noe carried out for the uſe of go- 
JJ nn oo 
The Company's returning cargoes from Bengal 
amount to near ninety lacks, or about one mil- 
Hon ſterling or upwards ; thoſe from Madraſs, 
before the laſt Carnatic war, amounted to two hun- 
_ dred thouſand pounds; this is the moſt beneficial 
branch of all, a great part conſiſting of goods that 
are afterwards manufactured in England. 
The inveſtments from the Malabar coaſt con- 


| fiſt of coarſe piece-goods, cardamums, pepper, arid 
ſome few other articles; every other year a cargoe of 
coffee comes home from Mocha; of late years all 
_ theſe together have ſeldom exceeded two hundred 
' thouſand pounds; this makes the inveſtments from 
the bay and the two coaſts amount altogether to 
one million four hundred thouſand pounds, or 
NT REEE oo 
If the plan I have laid down for the Malabar 
| coaſt is ever carried into execution, the annual in- 
veſtments from that ſide would equal five hundred 
_ thouſand pounds; and if the Cornatic remains at 
_ reſt, the inveſtments from thence will ſoon amount 
to three hundred thouſand pounds. This woutd 
make the whole from the three ſettlements one mil · 
lion eight hundred thouſand pounds; and is an in- 


jy 


ons on the preſent anndal amount of four hun- 
dred thouſand, pounds. The Company's annual 
Exports to India from hence coſt them about three 
hundred thouſand pounds, and generally produce 
there three hundred and eighty thouſand pounds. 
Wet the additional articles to be carried yearly 
for the Crown be ſet at three hundred thouſand 
pounds, theſe paid for on their arrival in Tndia at 
thirty per cent. upon their coſt, would produce the 
Company an annual ſum in India of about ſeven 
hundred and ſixty thouſand pounds, which would 
be ready for the purchaſe of the home inveſtments. 
The preſent inveſtments amount to about one mil 
lion four hundred thouſand pounds, there then re- 
mains for the government to lend the Company not 
leſs than ſeven hundred thouſand pounds; and with 
the propoſed increaſe, which may eaſily be obtained, 
the government's annual remittance from the three 
ſettlements would amount to one million one hun- 
dxed thouſand Logan On the aboye ſeven hundred 


S OE '# 44.3 


at; . Fe to the one Tinfifed and fy d 5 5 : 
fand pounds gained outwards, would produce the 
Company a profit of ſix hundred thouſand pounds 


e741 


Ko on a riſk of only five hundred and ſeveiry 
To The 


and pounds of their own I 


E 1 
The inveſtments brought annually from Clans 


amount on an average, when raw ſilk is pro- : 


cureable, toupwards of fix hundred cheuſand 


prime dl we will take them at ſix hundred 


thouſand pounds. The inveſtment ſent annually to 


China in cloth and lead doth not amount to two 
hundred thouſand pounds, the Company loſe 1 


the firſt article, but gain on the other. The 
ſent to China from different parts of India, ame 


ther with the ſums belonging to private gentlemen 


paid into the Company's treaſury there, may be 


ſet, one year with another, at about one hundred 
and ſeventy thouſand pounds; ſo that a ſupply of 
about two hundred and forty thouſand pounds in 
ſilver muſt be ſent from home (if no Other me- 5 
thod can be found) to complete the annual China 
inveſtment. On the above three hundred and 
13 thouſand pounds, I: ſuppoſe about ne 
hundred and twenty thouſand pounds may be ſet 
off to profits on the goods carried to China, and 
the remittances of private property through the 
tteaſury of that factory: this brings the coſt of the 


goods carried to China to about two hundred and 


fifty." thouſand pounds; therefore, the China trade 
will demand from Europe yearly four hundred 
"thouſand pounds or upwards, in goods and money. 


IJ imaeine great part of the filver, if not all, might 


hereaffer be ſupplied by a channel that would con- 
iderably increaſe the government remittances.— 


China cargoes have fallen conſiderably of late years 


In their value; but at this time they produce about 
fifty per cent. profit, after paying che freight, com- 


miſſions to ſupra- cargoes, duties, and all other 


expences. This profit ariſing from the ſale of the 


China cargoes, joined to that gained on the goods 


carried to China, eder with the yur on the 
2 l : 
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*Bencoolen pepper brought to Europe, makes this 
branch of the trade produce a yearly profit of 
about four hundred thouſand pounds: hence on 
a2 a riſk every year to India and China of about nine 


hundred and ſeventy thouſand pounds, a gain will 
be produced of near one million on the balance; 


for which not one third of the capital is hazarded. 


The Company's capital amounts to three mil- 

7 lion two hundred thouſand pounds; the dividend at 

ten per cent, is three hundred and twenty thouſand g 

8 and the intereſt on bonds and annuities, 
t 


etting them at ſix millions at three per cent. amounts 


to one hundred and eighty thouſand pounds; theſe 
together make the ſum of five hundred thouſand 


5 ron to pay in intereſt; and leave a yearly 


urplus of near five hundred thouſand pounds more 


E for different accidents, to defray extraordinary ex- 
pences, to reduce their debts, 2 then to farther 
enriching themſelves. 5 
„FT heſe benefits to the nation in general, as the 


Company in particular, cannot fail, if ſome wiſe 


- plan 1 is properly followed. The Company will en- 
joy much more ſecurity and advantage, from the 


commercial part alone, than they do from their 2 


| Preſent ſplendid ſituation. 


« The Malabar coaſt is in a 1 "Ws de- 


pending wholly on Bengal for ſupport; Bencoolen is 


at this time rather a loſing ſettlement ; and St. Helena 
is a dead rent- charge of about eighteen thouſand 


pounds a year. 


If every expence of government was "IT out 
Us of the revenues abroad _ Fine ſet out upon) 


+ Goren pays one 8 8 5 thouſand 


- = to the Company annually, for the intereſt on the 


ans ene at their ae 
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no charge; ſo long as thoſe revenues remained to the 
nation, could ariſe here at home. The remittan- 
Ses, joined to the preſent duties, would bring into 
the king's treaſury here in England a yearly income 
of near two millions and an half; and there would. 
be an increaſe in the exports from England of near 
three hundred thouſand pounds, and moſt of them 
articles manufactured in the kingdom; and this 
to ſupport an army, and a naval force, which. 
without a ſhilling expence to the nation, would: 
defend us againſt the attacks of any European 


powers whatever. 


I have propoſed, in this plan, enincreals of foie 


hundred thouſand pounds in the inveſtment from 


India; this increaſe is founded on ſpeculation, and 
is of courſe ſubject to contradiction; for it is on 
this ſurmiſe, the remittances home to Government, 
amounting yearly to one million, depends. Sup- 
poſe the Crown took the revenues as they ſtand at 
preſent, the advantage to the Company would be 
the ſame as on the propoſed plan; the difference 
would only be to the Crown, in the means of re- 
mittance, and the ſecurity af the poſſeſſions; for 
Government at the preſent amount of the inyeſt- 
ment will be able to remit home ſix hundred thou- 
ſand pounds a year; and if the equipment of che 
fleet in India was laid aſide, the three hundred thou- 
ſand pounds allotted to be ſent out for that purpoſe 
in ſtores, together with its premium, would be lent 
out of the revenues of the Crown in India, to the 
agents of the Company, for bills of exchange Pay- : 
able at home, and thereby increaſe the C rown's re- 
mittance, on the preſent annual inveſtment, to the 
amount of one million; 3 dhe {ame 10 on the pow T 
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- «The ſurplus revenue, after all the annual de-. 
mands are paid at Bengal, is now one million and: 


an half. I hope it — that the fer-. 
vants of the Crown could act with equal ſpirit, vi- 


gilance, and oeonomy, with ſervants: of: the Com- 


pany. 
| & There would be a 3 profpett of ſupplying 
China with ſilver from Manilla. A ſhip. comes there 


_ annually from New Spain, and brings chiefly ſilver 
to-purchaſe-a cargo conſiſting of the manufactures 
of Hula; great part of them the piece-goods made 
Co Bengal, and along the coaſt of Coromandel. 


Private merchants reſiding at Mzdraſs have had 


concerns in this trade with the Moors: and Arm- 
nian, who principally carry it on—and I have not 


à doubt, but a great part of the ſilver for the China 


: market, to the amount of one hundred and bs 


thoufand: pounds, or two hundred thouſand 
might be ſupplied in exchange for enllicoas and; 


5 _ goods, the produce of Madrafs and Bengal, 


and the Government be enabled thereby to increaſe 


| their remittances home by all that ſum. 


<< Befides the uſual courſe in which 8 is 
carried on at preſent, many other channels of ad- 


vantageous appearance offer themſelves to our view, 


Arabia and Perſia call for very large inveſtments in 
the ſilk and cotton manufactories; in return for 
which, gold and filver, with ſome pearls, - are 


brought 


k from the gulphs of Mocha and Ba. 
Fg This branch of the commerce is alſo chiefly 8 


| m the hands of the Armenians and Moors. 


« On the eaſt fide of the bay of Bengal, only fre. 


1 quented by us for timber, many valuable improve. 
ments may be made: the Philipine iſlands, many 
of them are quite unfrequented and unknown ta 
| commerce. In ſhort, ſuch an influence, as this 


kingdom 


L 


kingdom may acquire in India, would enable us to 
ſtrike out many uſeful branches of commerce, not 


thought of at preſent ; there is nothing induſtry can 
effect, that may not be obtained, under ſuch ad- 
vantages as theſe new regulations would produce.” 
The above obſervations, from this gentleman's 


experience and extenſive knowledge of the India 


trade, I have not a doubt are exceedingly well 


founded; and I have rather choſen to give "them in 
his own words, as they muſt have deſervedly much 


more weight with the public than if delivered as the 
ideas of a military-man. I have only to remark, 
that when a writer of ſuch judgment could, in the 

year 1772, before the diſcloſure of the Company's 
dreadful ſituation, predict the ruinous conſequences 
which would follow a perſeverance in the old ſyſ- 
tem of government, how much more forcibly mult 

theſe arguments ſtrike now that the pompous glare 


* diſpelled, which for ſome years Has Gazzled and 


5 25 255 of * world'®, 


oh 2.5 This gentlemns coincides entirely in 1 epinicy, ur ED 
an alliance with ſome great power in Jadia is abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary for our preſent ſecurity and future proſperity in that 
country; but whatever deference L may pay to his ſenti- 
ments in almoſt every other circumſtance he has advanced, 
"that which he propoſes with the Mabraitors mult, in com pa- 
riſon of this with the King, be vague, temporary, and un- 


profitable. The Mahr attor government is an abſolute ariſto- 


cracy, ruled by a number of chiefs, more jealous all of 


them of one another than of any other power in Hindoſtun; 
an alliance therefore with them muit be at beſt but a partial 


one, as what Jonajee might em brace, Modahrow or Rajaboy 
would reject, and a connection with one tribe niight perhaps 


ſerve only to involve us in war with another. Beſides, what 
5 . could thoſe marauders offer to his Britavenich Ma- 

jeſty? what legal powers could they give our Crown to any, | 
| minions | in India, without which his TY: 5 a : 
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[8 
Among other regulations which appear to me of 
| beneficial tendency, but which from their magni- 
tude muſt be the ſubject of future and more ma- 
ture conſideration, when the previous arrangements 
have properly paved the way, few appear more 
important than the ſale of lands to the natives of 
Hindoſtan, under certain reſervations and reſtrictions, 
modified as nearly as poſſible to the tenure of Ga- 
 wel-kind, which would prevent accumulation and 
many other fancied inconveniencies : hitherto no 
ſuch thing as landed property has been known in 
_ thoſe countries; and an impoſſibility therefore of 
inveſting their money with ſecurity has ever been 
one great inducement to the rich to bury great part 
of their wealth, which, in the caſe of ſudden death, 
as they generally conceal the place where they have 
depoſited their hoard even from their children, be- 
comes often a total loſs to the public, This mea- 
ſure therefore would be fo extremely popular, that 
as ſoon as it was proclaimed abroad that his Brj- 
| tannick Majeſty had taken thoſe fine provinces un- 


muſt ſtill appear no better than invaders ? what privileges or 
extenſion of trade could they offer, or what ſecurity ſhould 
we have to carry it on with the leaſt degree of ſafety? would 
they ſhare with us their wealth or their territories, or would 
they allow —__ officers alone to diſcipline and command 
their troops? In a word, what circumftance of moment 
could poſſibly ariſe from ſo precarious, ſo. dangerous, ſo 
mean an alliance, that could induce his Majeſty of England, 
or even the Company, to court their friendſhip, when one fo 
honourable and fo pregnant with advantages now ſues for his 
_ Majeſty's moſt gracious approbation? As Mr. Smith, how- 
ever, when he publiſhed his thoughts on India affairs, could 
not poſſibly foreſee this important event, I flatter myſelf, 
from his extenſive knowledge of the politicks of that coun- 
try, he will eaſily perceive that this and this alone can ren- 
der complete, or give a permanency to the otherwiſe judicious 


and falutary regulations he has propoſed, 


2 e 


1 LY W 


1 


cheaper ſilke 


1 3 


der his protection, and meant to give the buyers 


a perpetual property in their lands, the richeſt 


fubjects in Hindoſtan would flock from the neigh- 
bouring diſtricts to make purchaſes; immenſe tracts 


of excellent ground, now entirely waſte, would then 


be cultivated; and famine, that too frequent viſitor | 

of thoſe naturally fertile provinces, be then known 
only by the name; whilſt a ſum of between eight 
and ten millions ſterling would, in the courſe of a 
few years be brought into the Exchequer, and an 


annual rent be reſerved ſuperior to any thing the 


Company has ever hitherto received; but as this is 
a meaſure of too high conſequence to be either 
haſtily adopted or rejected, I. have here only 
ſlightly glanced upon it, leaving the more accurate 
inveſtigati 


- 


tion till after-times, ſhould an opening then 


be made by the alliance now propoſed. 
The next object of importance to be conſidered 
is the vaſt increaſe of internal and external trade, 
which muſt open to the Company in conſequence of 
the above arrangements; the eaſy introduction of all 
kinds of Engliſh broad and narrow cloths, together 
with the manufactures of Mancheſter, Norwich, York- 

| ſhire, Birmingham, &c. into every province of Hindoſ- 


tan, will naturally lead to an immenſe conſumption; 


whilſt the kingdom of Gbiſni, the northern provinces 
of Per/ia, and many of the fineſt countries in Tartary, 
will eagerly ſeek our manufactures, as ſoon as peace 
and good government can give ſecurity to the Ca- 
=, A; Sn an Soma ð v Prout ork hero 
The Perfians are ſo remarkably fond of the wool- 
len cloths of Europe, that according to Mr. Elton, 
who in the year 1739 planned the trade to Perfia 
through Ruſſia, © The Perſſans from the ' higheſt 
to the loweſt prefer woollen cloths to their own 
n manufa&ures, inſomuch that 
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they never wear hoſe wy any DM but ſuch as are 
&« made of woollen cloth.“ 


As Mr. Elten, in his memorial, points out the 


many advantages of this trade to Perfia, which, 


with the ſubſtitution only of Delhi or Labore for 
Meſched, are entirely in point with regard to- the 


| preſent plan, I ſhall tranſcribe one or two paſſages, 


and refer the more curious reader to Mr. Han- 
way's Travels for the full account of this trade. 
« 'Whoever conſiders the great extent of both the 


„Bot baras, the kingdoms of Tangut and Tibet, 
together with the vaſt tracts of land that border 


« upon them, mult at the ſame time ſee that they 
„ contain many great and populous. cities; even 


their uncultivated lands are inhabited by millions 


« of people, who are fond of European commodi- 
ties: from whence we mult conclude, that a very 


« advantageous trade might. be carried on with 
them through Meſebed, | Caravans come to 
this place from all the cities in the Great and Little 
* Bokbara, and from ſeveral of the eaſtern cities 


* of Perfia, alſo from Cabul, Cangahar, and the 


northern frontiers of Nals. And without all 
_ © -queſtion, when thoſe cities are certain of finding 
at Meſched plenty of all the forts of European + 
goods that they want, and at the ſame time an 
„ increaſed demand for their own commodities, 


their caravans muſt. quickly become more rich 


and numerous; by which means alone the Bri- 
© iſh merchants, without carrying their goods far- 
ther than Meſched, will be able to puſh their com- 


« merce to the utmoſt limits of the extenſive coun- 


. tries above-mentioned. 


« Wich regard to the ade to the  Bokhoras, it is 
1 vel. . * 2 15 
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a moſt; favourable circumſtance, that Meſched- 
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« price for their raw ſilk and other cor 
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ſtands ſo very commodiouſly with reſpect to the 
% provinces of Ghilan and Shirvan, from whence 
the returns for goods ſold at Meſabed may be 
« made in raw ſilk, to the amount of almoſt any 


00 3 Nor can it be doubted, but that when 


„ 


our merchants come to be acquainted with the 
Bokharas, and the cities to the eaſtward, they will 


cc 


„ find other valuable commodities. there, ſuch as 


of 


gold, precious ſtones, bezoar, muſk,. c. in 
which they may invelt their returns, in caſe the 
produce of the northern provinces of . Perſia 


* ſhould prove inſufficient. Hence it will follow, 
„that after they have eſtabliſhed themſelves at 


40 


Meſcbed, they will obtain the cloathing of the 
whole Perſian army, by contracting wich the 
Shah's principal merchant, and ſupply all thoſe 
« vaſt and populous countries above-mentioned 


with woollen goods; and this becauſe no nation, 
.« 


but the people of Great Britain, can ſupply them 
with woollens of ſuch plenty, or at ſo eaſy a rate, 
ee and at the ſame time afford to give ſo good a 


1 ties oz 


% with which that country abounds,” _ 
The beneficial conſequences of this new trade ap- 
peared to the nation at that time ſo ſtriking, that an 


act of Parliament was paſſed in the year 1741, allow- 


ing the Ruſſian Company to trade to Perſia through 
Rufſia, by the Volga and the Caſpian ſea; and it was 
accordingly immediately embarked in; but, partly 


from the miſconduct of Mr.. Elton, who though a 
man of parts and enterprize, was not poſſeſſed of 
the ſolidity neceſſary for a mereantile chief, partly 
from the jealouſy and intrigues of the Riaſſians, but 
chiefly. from the civil wars which deſolated e 
5 gountry after the aſſallination of Nadir Shah, it de- . © 
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tally loſt to this country in the year 1748. Not- 
withſtanding, however, almoſt every diſadvantage of 


ſituation and management, the prime coſt of the 
woollen cloths alone exported to Perſia during the 


years 1742, 3, 4, and 5 amounted to about 200,000]. 


but under proper conduct, and a happier ſtate of | 


public affairs, it muſt ſoon have greatly exceeded 
that value; and by this time might perhaps have 
required a ſupply of twenty times the amount. 


But the advantages under the preſent idea muſt 
| be greatly ſuperior to the trade by the Caſpian. We 
ſhall be nearer Tartary, and the northern provinces 


of Perſia, where they will principally have occa- 


ſion for our cloths; whilſt, the Mogul army being 
_ commanded only by Britiſb officers, we ſhall be in 


the countries of friends, or more properly in our 
own dominions; the Company's factories therefore 


can neither excite the jealouſy, nor be under the 
cControul, of ſuch a formidable European power as 
the Ruſſſians (through whoſe dominions the *Ca/ſ- 
pian adventurers and their merchandize were under 
the neceſſity of paſſing) neither will they be expoſed 
to rapine, as was often the caſe in a country di- 
ſtracted by civil commotions; but ſubordinates 
being once eſtabliſhed at Delhi, Lahore, Moultan, or 


any other more commodious ſituations the Com- 


pany might approve of, immenſe quantities of 
_ Britiſh goods would be taken off by the Caravans 
from Cachemire, Samarcand, Bokhara, Candabar, 
Caboul, Tibet, and other great cities in Pera and 
Tartary, in exchange for gold, gems, raw-ſilk, cot- 
ton, fine wool, bezoar, borax, muſk, lapis lazuli, 
and other precious commodities of thoſe countries. 
With regard then to Bombay, which has hitherto 


| 1 87 1 

been and ever muſt remain a dead weight on the 
Company, unleſs a Total change of meaſures ſhall 
take place, it muſt ſoon, by purſuing ſteadily the 
rational plans here propoſed,” become one of the 
moſt flouriſhing of the Company's ſettlements. 

The Concan country, which extends along the Ma- 
labar coaſt from Goa to Surat, and is ſeparated from 
the Decan by a ridge of almoſt impaſſable hills, 
yields at preſent to the Mabrattors à revenue of 
800,0001. a year, excluſive of the iſlands in the 
neighbourhood of Bombay, called Baſſeen, Salſet, and 
Carwar, which, with other diſtricts, pay annually 
about 330,000 |. more. As the Mabrattors poſſeſs 
this country by no other title than that of the 
ſword, the Great Mogul propoſes to inveſt his Bri- 
tannick Majeſty with the full and unlimited ſove- 
reignty, which would not only produce, as before- 
mentioned, a vaſt acceſſion of revenue, but place 

in perfect ſecurity Bombay, which depends upon it 

even for ſubſiſtence ; preſenting at the ſame time 

great openings for an extenſive trade, and weaken- 
ing our richeſt and moſt powerful foes rx. 


+ Many of my readers may think that the humbling of 
the power of the Mahrattors might be attended with much 
greater difficulty and danger than what I have all along de- 
| ended; but from the obſervations which I have every where 
made nothing appears more eaſy than, with zo, ooo well diſ- 
ciplined Sepoys, and 10,000 horſe, commanded by Britiſb offi- 
© ers, to reduce them to any limits that prudence may preſcribe. - 
Their armies are entirely compaſed of horſe, and fo abſurdly 
_ irregular in their mode of fighting, that in every engagement 
they kill always a great many more of their own troops than 
they do of the enemy or the enemy of them; whilſt at the 
ſame time they are ſo obſtinately wedded to their old ſyſtem 
of war, that it is ſcarcely probable-that any confideration will 
ever induce them to attempt an introduction of the diſcipline 
| of Europe, FFV 


But this is by no means the greateſt benefits 
which Bombay would reap in conſequence. of the 
propoſed  alhance+:: the navigatien of the Hadus 
promiſes advantages ſtill more important. In for- 
mer times the ſeveral countries extending along this 
noble river were ſupplied with European cloths and 
other commodities to a great amount; but in pro- 
Portion as the power of the Mogul government de- 
clined, the princes who commanded the mouths and 
banks of the Indus, uncontrouled hy ſuperior autho- 
rity, not only ſaddled this commerce with enormous 
duties, but, by repeated acts of robbery and oppreſ- 
ion, at length totally ruined the trade. The reputa- 
tion however, ſupported by ſolid power, which SH 
Allum muſt acquire in conſequence of the propoſed 
alliance, would ſoon convince thoſe little chiefs, that 
their only ſafety lay in their obedience, and the navi- 
gation of the Indus, in conſequence, become in a little 
time as ſecure as that of the Thames. Factories be- 
ing then eſtabliſhed at Diul, Tatta, Buctor, and 
other convenient ſtations, all kinds of European 
manufactures might, by an os water- carriage, be 


ſent from Bombay up to Moultan, Atok, Labore, 


Cacbemire, Caboul, and ſeveral other of the nobleſt b 
_ cities of Perſia, Ghiſm, Tartary, and Hindoſtan, in 
exchange for the valuable returns I have mentioned 
when ſpeaking on the Perſian trade x. 


wy: I could wiſh to ſet every thing which, occurs to 
me on the ſubject of this alliance in the cleareſt point 
1 VIOWs: and obviate doubts which may have at 


12802 The mie nhl this + mus at the mes time . ex- 
= tremely high, if a judgment is to be formed from what I ob- 
| ſerved at Delhi, where almoſt every article from Calcutta 

| bore from fifty to one hundred per cent. or from one to two, 


zen three Hundred per cent. above the European price, 


with 


L 89 ] 
with thoſe ho have not had ſuch opportunities of 
information, before I conclude I ſhall beg leave to 
make ſome obſervations on the trade in arms, which 


for a conſiderable time has been carried on by the 


Europeum with the Indian ſtates. „„ 
To have prevented thoſe princes from acquiring 


any knowledge of our art of war, or from having 
ſupplies of European arms, would undoubtedly have 


bern prudent, had it been practicable; but ſuch 


are ſpeculative points, which can only be poſſible 
in theory. Tou muſt diveſt traders of all thirſt 
for gain, otherwiſe the utmoſt ſeverity. of penal 


laws can never deter them from graſping at enor- 
mous profits. Were the legiſlature of Britain even 


to make it treaſon, and could we ſuppoſe, what the 


experience of every day denies, that even this 905 
it 


_ rous ſtatute would operate in its fulleſt latitude w 
regard to his Majeſty's ſubjects, what weight would 


it have with the French, the Dutch, the Danes, the 


Portugueſe. But to go ſtill further, ſhould every 
European Company concur in the ſame meaſure, it 


is now by much too late; many of the Indian powers 


already found their own cannon, and forge with 
kill fre-arms of every kind, Szja ul Dotola has 
caſt a fine train of artillery, and brought this art 
to ſuch perfection, that Sir Robert Barker having 
made him a preſent of a brace of piſtols, which in 
England coſt about 120 guineas, the Nabob ſoon af- 
ter ſhowed him another pair of ſo exact an imitation, 
that, when compared, it was difficult to diſtinguiſh 
the Indian from the Enghſb manufacture. The 


ſupplying the Mogul therefore with arms is not 


only preſerving to the e a valuable branen 
of trade, but preventing him fro | in 
idea of eſtabliſhing a foundery of his. own, | 
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But the quantity of arms ſpread over the 


in country is already immenſe, which in ſome 
: meaſure. may appear from the liſt inſerted in the 
notes * 


> great — a W I ſaw a and my 
«Ha authorities 


» * Lif of arms i in the polſe 5 of 1 various is Indian Hates. 
tja ul Doaula has got 1960 Engliſh arms, Viz 


120 the battalion commanded by Bahader Beg, 922 400 
In Hefir's battalion, commanded by Bulſen junior, r 
Bought of the Exgliſb at Hyſabad, w 
New firelocks brought by Meer Alter, whey! he entered 
into Suja's ſervice, = ns ee 60 
Bought by him at different times, e 
Diſperied ere his other in; erst Whey! Aged 
RT ob 1960 


The Mes account, I had Gam. Commandant Bunda Ra- 
heem Beg, formerly in the Nabob's ſervice. 


Nabob Nujuff Khan told me that he had amongſt his attillery 
five pieces of Englifþ cannon, and 500 carbines. One of 
them I took out of one of his Mogul hands, it was made 


by Milser 1764, and was a4 good 2s when it came out 3 


the maker's hands. The cannon 1 ſaw in the Serra 
Setterram, about two corſe, or near four miles 24 
'  Delhi—they conſiſted of two three and one fix pounder, | 
braſs, and two nines, iron. 


Nabob Heſſummuddy Khan's battalion 1s entirely armed with 


Engliſh muſkets. 

Nabe Nafeer, Meer Alb; and Raja Kala have the Com- 
pany's locks to al ng arms, and moſt of the barrels are 
Engliſh. 


| The King's guards 2 are armed with Bag pieces, A of : 


them his Britannick e s old firelocks, which were 
given to the Company when the King s troops left India. 


WE; der Ali has above *10,000 ' ſtand of arms, moſt of them 


"Heel 5; my informer" faw alſo above twenty pieces of 
Engliſh cannon, but could not ſay how many more he = 
" might have. 


| There is under the command of M. Seffier a Fbenchman, in 


the ſervice of Baxala Jung, a Nabob in the Decan, at 
Ardones, one troop of 100 European cavalry, armed with 
„bine and * one com pany of 80 eels infan- 


At Hydrabad, 


authorities for the reſt I have no reaſon to queſ- 
tion; fo that to pretend to put a ſtop to a trade 
ſo Jong and fo firmly fixed, would be like turning 
* tide of a mighty river; and it never now can have 


riod but with the annihilation of every ſpecies 
European commerce with Hindoſtan. The im- 


pals quantities of arms, which, by this liſt, ap- 
. diſperſed over * that e excluſive of vaſt. 


9 iy, with En Th arms; one company. of go Basen FRA | 


tery 5 2000 Topaſſes, and 6000 e all armed with 


Engliſh, French, and Dutch arms. His attillery are 
French, ſent kim from Pondicherry ; but the Nabob with 
whom he ſerves has fifteen pieces of Engliſh cannon, 


| brows ſhip guns, of three, ſix, nine, and twelve pounders, 
Undert 


e command of another Frenchman called M. Maddie, 
lately in the ſervice of the Fate, a Hindoo prince, but now 
gone over to the Mogul, there are two battalions of Sepoys, 


with a few horſe, all armed with firelocks, dogether with” 


fix cannon and one mortar. 


Under Samero the German (who mailientd: our gentlemen at 
Patna) in the ſervice of the Fate, there are 4000 men all 


armed with muſkets, and three * of cannon. He has 


_ alſo arms for 2000 more. 
With M. 7ofe, another Frenchman, there arg 200 men armed, 
together with four pieces of cannon. 

Under the command of Capt. Lorrain, a 33 at 


Nackpore, in the ſervice of Jonaj ee, a Mahrattor chief, | 
there are 100 firelocks, with four pieces of cannon. 


At Bongaeer, under the command of a Mefze, in the ſervice 


of Raja Rana, there are 1000 firelocks and two pieces of 
cannon, 


At Puna, which | belongs to 1 another Mabrartor 
chief, there are 2000 firelocks and e te of 1 


non. 1 


At Caleno, 8 to Raja 131 there are 400 Gre- 


locks, ten 3 of cannon, and two mortars. 
elonging to the Nabob of that place, there are 
3000 firelocks and fifty pieces of cannon. 


= And laſtly, Nizam Ali, Souba of the Decan, has a battalion 


of 1000 men completely armed, öcher with fifty pieces | 
of — cannon.  _ 


Mz numbers | 


18 8 
numbers of which I could have no. op opporturicy 
of gaining intelligence, leads us at the time 
to another reflection, 28 it ſhews how dan gerouſiy 
the Company is cireumſtanced;ſhould Sujaul Dowla, 
Hader Ai, or the Mabratrors, ſtimulated by French 
intrigues, collect together the various 3 Ger- 
man, Portugueſe, and other European military ad- 
venturers, Warming thus over India, (whom the 
hopes of plunder would eaſily engage) and, joining 

in one great body, fall at once upon the Company 85 

| Provinces, and precipitate the cataſtrophe which 
now we fo much dread. To whichever quarter 
therefore we turn our eyes, whether we conſider the 
internal conſumption, or the danger from withour, 
ruin appears already in view, and nothing but im- 


mediate and decilive. wp. can ww * * its 
courſe. 


Bika the ww. therefore of the - Cm - 
facts and obſervations, it appears evident, that the 
India Company have been driving headlong down 
the tide of perdition ever ſince 0 became ſore⸗ 
| rei | FRE. 

That, during a e of five years, at the open- 
ing of which they ſet out with a ſurplus of territo- 
rial revenue, amounting to about 1,250,000 1. 
annum, they have not only entirely ſunk this ſur- 
plus, but, at home and abroad together, have 
contracted (over and above) a debt of at leaſt 
3, ooo, ooo l. the mere ſimple intereſt of which, and 
of their other bond debts, under their preſent cir- 
cumſtances, there is hardly a probability of their 
being able to pay. 

That it muſt now be iangalübie, then, een 

| Randingevery ceconomical- gan, to * 


= £ 
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93 J. 
this vaſt debt from accumulating, when, in place of 
ſo great a furplus, they will be under the neceſſity 
of making good a contiderable deficiency from their 
commercial funds; which, from the late reduction 


al their ſhipping, and the general decline of their 


trade, they are now ſtill leſs able to afforc. 
That whilſt the Dazch, the Daxiſp, and the Swediſh 


Companies, whoſe profits, ariſe entirely from Com- 
merce, divide from 5 to twelve and à half per cent. 
the Engliſb, borne down by their territorial acquiſi- 

tions, with a trade far more extenſive than the two 
laſt- mentioned companies, cannot at preſent afford 


to pay even a ſingle ſhilling of dividend, without 
plunging head over ears in Hove to provide funds 


for this and other neceſſary purpoſes. 


That the want of ready + therefore _—_ 


without a miracle, muſt be felt ere long, to purchaſe 5 


their inveſtments, anſwer their bills, diſcharge the 


_ antereſts, pay their cuſtoms, exciſe, and other en- 
gagements to government, and ſupport their va- 


rious eſtabliſnments, cannot fail to ſtagger their 


credit at home; whilſt. their inability perhaps to 


pay their troops abroad, may excite a general revolt 


of the Sepoys, and give the ſignal for the French, 
and their other foes, to cruſh that . they have 


0 long hated, dreaded, and envied. 
That the ſtopping the Mogu?s revenue (which the 


5 Company have no more right to withold than they 
have to, refuſe. payment of their other lawful debts). 
muſt appear in the eyes of the Country Powers to 
flow either from Injuſtice or Neceſſity; in conſe- 
quence of which New muſt draw one of two con- 
cluſions, either that they have no principles of = 
good faith, and will not pay, or, being no longer 

NF fle cannot: * firſt muſt ee ad to 1 5 bays 
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J 
tute diſtruſt, the latter to immediate contempt; 
Tok both mut evidently have a moſt ruinous ten. 
_ dency.. © 
That the propoſed alliance not only FEY a cer- 
tainty of relief from all their difficulties, but an 
Increaſe of commerce and wealth beyond any com- 
pariſon with former times; and confequently, 1 in- 
ſtead of another reduction of their ſhipping (as at 
prefent under contemplation, and already ſo ſen- 
_ fibly felt) promiſes an increaſe of perhaps double 
the tonnage they have ever yet freighted during 
the moſt ſptendid years of their trade. 
That in place, as at preſent, of the Com pany's 

conſidering, as a hardſkip,” the neceſſity ity are 
under of "exporting annually to the value (as I 
am informed) of 380,000 1. in Britiſh manu- 
factures (great part of which, they ſay, are now 
rotting in their warehouſes abroad) they will then 
without compulſion, find their advantage in doub- 
ling immediately thoſe exports, and eventually i in- 
| creafing them to a far greater amount. 


That the proceeds of the ſale of their forts ad 5 


| military ſtores to Government (eſtimated at near 
37000, o00 l. T) would go a great way in diſcharging | 
of their debts : 3 whillt the profits of their commerce 
alone would, in all probability, ſoon create a fund 
for en the dividend, upon ſolid rational 


'+ 101 it is to the object at . that I auld 3 
to call the attention of the nation, I have avoided, in gene- 
ral, entering into the minuteneſs of calculation, which would, 
at preſent, only tend to ſwell the pub ication to an unneceſ- 
 fary length, without being of the leaſt importance, as things 
are now circumſtanced. If therefore in the larger ſums there 
wif prove to be à difference of eight or ten per cent. more 
els, it pyght to haye no weight, as thoſe may with eaſe 
1 more accurately adjuſted, mould the * idea be 

Judged e h 
8 grounds | 


„ 


grounds to perhaps 20 per cent. or upwards; eſpe- 
cially when we conſider, that before their expenſive 
wars and territorial revenues, they divided 8 per 
cent. notwithſtanding that the charge of the military 
eſtabliſnments they were then under the neceſſity of 
maintaining, and which would, in this event, be 

entirely ſaved, amounted to from 5 to 6 per cent. 
JJ — OTICES 
- That the conſequences of rejecting the Mogu/s 


proffered friendſhip may, at the ſame time, in an- 
other point of view, be highly and immediately 
alarming, as neceſſity muſt then force him either im- 
plicitly to follow out the views of the Mabratiors, or 
to throw himſelf into the arms of the French, whom 


I To point out in ſome meaſure how much the French 
have been alarmed at the flying reports which have at dif- 
ferent times appeared in the news- papers with regard to this 
| r alliance, I ſhall beg leave to inſert an extract of 2 
letter from a gentleman in France to his friend in London. 
It is dated O#ober 18th 1773; but not having the honour 
of being known either to the writer or to the gentleman to 
whom it was addreſſed, I had not an opportunity of ſeeing it 
till above four months aſterwardses ne 
Some time ago all the public papers of Europe gare 
© notice that Major Morriſon had arrived in London, in the 
* character of Ambaſſador from Sh Allum, as Mogul, with 
4 offers of a ceſſion of his right to all Indaſlan in favour of 
* Britain. What may be real in the matter I can by no 
* means judge, but it made a greater noiſe all over Europe, 
and among all 8 than any occurrence that hap- 
«© pened during my obſervation, particularly in Paris, where 
40 people "of ſpeculation ; and of underſtanding in politicks 
«© from all countries generally meet. I had frequent occa- 
1 ſions to be among them, and to witneſs their jealous rea- 
4 ſonings on the ſubject: from the firſ moment they conſi- 
_ «6 dered the object ſo important, that they have not hitherto 
« entertained the leaſt doubt of Britain's accepting and car- 
* rying it into execution. Therefore their apprehenſions 
are extreme of the power and influence which Britain may 
e % ao, 3 
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ne might inveſt * the Soubadlty of the Com- 


ry $ provinces ; a ſtep big with danger, eſpe- 


pany” 
. cial Grp: Mi on they fel 1 90 as befote obſerved» 


European adventurers, who trove through the 
0 with no other view than that of felling their 


9 to the hi heſt bidder. F 


741 


conduct pooh en quiry. ey ſhould the 1 chat 
they had Adminiſtration to account to, and Par- 


Uament to dread; in conſequence of which his Ma- 


jeſty's government in thoſe countries would acquire 


a degree of authority, firmneſs, equity, and mildneſs, 
which the Hudiaus have never hitherto had an oppor- 
tunity of experiencing; for, although many men 


of great integrity have filled the chief offices 


in India, yet, in a ſyſtem of univerſal corruption, 
the ſtricteſt honeſty of a few can never ftem the 

| torrent; nor is it poſſible to expect fidelity in the 

body at large, where there is no coercive power to 
enforce obedience, nor adequate authority to pu- 

niſh a contrary conduct. 


That the Britiſh treaſury, in confecuitite of this 


alliance, would ſoon have an acceſſion of revenue 
from Hindeftan, after defraying all charges, of at leaſt , 


e thereb obrain, And 1 Kare prod end to be per- 2 
* ſuaded that the jealouſies and apptehenfions of different 
_ courts, whoſe intereſts it may concern, ate in no agree 
e lefs alarmed than thoſe of the ſpeculative politicians 
| © they coneeal their fears from a certainty that they cannot 


. e the event,” EN 


8 500,000]. N 


TH 


* 1,500, ooo l. (with a high probability of its amount- 


ing in a fem years to four or five millions per an- 
nun) excluſive of the advance in the Cuſtoms and 
Exciſe, which muſt neceſſarily follow the Company's 
increaſing trade; whilſt, as things remain in their 
preſent ſtate, Government not only runs the riſl: 
of being embarraſſed with the 1,400,000 l. lately 
advanced, but of ſuffering a great diminution if not 
A total failure, in the Company's duties ; a poſſible 
blow, which all the addreſs of the Miniſter, the 
ableſt, and at the ſame time the moſt patriotic that 
ever conducted the affairs of this or perhaps any 
other nation, coul hardly prevent from being im- 


mediately attended by the moſt dreadful effects. 


— 


That not only the Company then, but the State, 
the Bank, the Stockholders in every fund, the 
Landed, the Monied, the Manufacturing, the 
Trading intereſts of every denomination, appear 
evidently to be in the deepeſt' manner concerned 
in the reſolutions which may now be adopted with 
regard to the propoſed alliance and regulations, 
and ſtrongly challenges therefore the warmeſt and 
the moſt ſerious conſideration of the whole nation; 


but more particularly of the Direction and the Pro- 


prietary of the India Company, who without delay 

ought to lay aſide every trifling diſcuſſion, and 

Join with Government 1n applying an immediate 
and an effectual remedy. _ enn 


I great arrangements, however, I am perſcdil 
ſenſible, that much difficulty muſt be encountered 


from the preſuming vanity of the half. informed. 


the hood-winked-obſtinacy of the ignorant, and 
the darker and more malignant. views of the 
apprekenſiot, there: Goes not e 19, TOY PAINS 
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now held out, the leaſt circumſtance of weight oſt 
can poſlibly furniſh matter of objection, unleſ 
theſe only who regard every thing through” 255 
medium of ſtubborn prejudice, or have other views 
at heart than thoſe for the publick good. 

The ſhort-ſighted and the irreſolute, at the ſame 
time, may conſider the danger as {till diftant; private 
intereſts may give falſe colourings to real fituations ; * 
and diſappointment and reſentment may place eve- 
ry obſtacle in the way of general good; but no 
meaſure, I will be bold to ſay, can ever throw a 
greater luſtre on his Majeſty's reign, nor more eſ- 
ſentially tend to promote the welfare of the nation in 
general, than the entering with dignity into the al- 
liance now ſollicited by the deſcendant of thoſe 
princes, to whom his Majeſty's predeceſſors thought 
it no derogation to ſend Ambaſladors, to ſue for 
| 1 and commercial e pO, 
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- Having 1 now touched, in the great and general x 
line, upon ſuch points as appeared moſt worthy of 
. obſervation, the corollaries to be drawn from the 
whole appear extremely ſimple, unqueſtionable, and 
clear; and ſurely a more important conſideration 
never engaged the attention of a thinking people. 
When we ſce the greateſt commercial body recorded 
in the annals of time tottering under a ſyſtem of 
government, the jarring ingredients of which the 
_ utmoſt effort human wiſdom can never reconcile z- 
when we ſee them in the ſhort period of five years 
declining from a ſituation of the higheſt apparent 
| proſperity to the verge of deſtruction; when we 
cdonſider how dreadful muſt be their fall; how de- 
ſtructive to individuals, how fatal to the ſtate; 
when we perceive the ſtriking, the abſolute im- 


9 of 8 under wy” modification kl 


L 99 1 


the preſent idea of commercial - ſovereignty, and con- 
traſt the whole with the great, the immediate, the ho- 
nourable advantages of the propoſed arrangements, 
and the eaſy, the ſafe, the unexpenſive mode of 
| „ ee, the whole; to ſhrink from the in- 


7 veſtigation of ſuch important objects, muſt bear 
. a ſtrong reſemblance to the filly Oſtrich, who, when 
NU purked by the hunters, inſtead of endeavouring 


to eſcape, thruſts his head into a buſh, and fancies” 
5 himſelf in ſafety, becauſe he ſhuts his eyes againſt 
- deſtruction. ED, e 
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kr. the Advantage of an Alliance with iht Gn EAT Moovt. 35 


fuppoſe pe PRO in any uam Gitem is is 
' to expect eek human ability cannot accom- 
plih; but to hope for general approbation, even 
to the moſt unqueſtionable principles, is ſtill more 
chimerical than perfection itſelf. 
To have dreamt therefore that the plans propoſed : 
in the foregoing ſheets could admit of no objec- 
tion would have been to the higheſt degree viſionary 
and preſuming. As I could not therefore, for a 
moment, harbour ſuch an idea, I have endeavoured, 
to the beſt of my opportunities, to pay the oreateſt 
attention to every opinion that has been hazarded, a 
not only of thoſe who were intitled to form a judg- * 
ment, but even of thoſe who were not; for I mult 5 
ſay, ſingular as it may appear, that I have heard 
ſome declaiming againſt the whole, who were under 
the neceſſity of owning, at the ſame time, that __ | 
had not read a line of the book. 4 
Thoſe Objections, however, which Jave: ap- 
peared to wear the leaſt appearance of reaſon, 1 
all here beg leave to ſtate, with ſuch anſwers as, 
in my humble apprehenſion, may, with the ow | 
Jurors; obviate every: doubt. e e # 


. + 308; JECTION I. That the etched, in the general, * 
too great and extenſive, : 
AxswR. It promiſes the eſtabliſhment wy * 

fixed and durable tranquillity over the whole Em- 

pire of Hindoſtan; it promiſes a conſiderable ac- 
_ ceſſion of revenue to Great Britain, a great exten- 
ſion of the Company's trade, and a vaſt conſump- 
tion of our declining manufactures : It Pro, on 


02 
5 is rinciples of juſtice and 88 A 0 eedy 
5 ay e rapine, breach of cath, ex- 
travagance, and deſtruction; and the ſubſtitution of 
ſecurity and wealth for accumulating danger and 
ruin: whilft, at the ſame time, theſe advantages, in- 
eſtimable as they are, may be obtained by means 
neither complicated nor hazardous; the nende 
parts of the ſyſtem. being ſo diſpoſed, that the lead- 
ing points may be firſt accompliſhed, without a ne- 
ceſſity for engaging in the — till the ground 
may be ſufficiently bene to ſecure: ſucc, ls with- 7 
out danger. 45 fi 
The firſt point then is the alliance with the Mo 
gul, from which moſt aſſuredly no injury can ariſe 
either now or hereafter, Can it be any injury 
prefer the friendſhip of the firſt Prince in Hin- 
doſtan to his enmity. ſhould, his offers be treated 
with neglect? Can it injure the nation or the „ | 
India Company, that his Brizannick Majeſty ſhould | 
become the acknowledged ſuperior 6f the Com- 
pany's territorial acquiſiclons, 1 in pou of. the Mogul, 
the Mabrattors, the French, or any other Nabotz 
whom he may inveſt with the Soubadary, in caſe 
of our refuſal? Can the clothing of the Magul's 
troops, together with numbers of his ſubjects (to the 
amount perhaps of half à million per annum) prove 


any injury to the Company who muſt provide ſuch 


clothing, or to our manufacturers who muſt furniſh 

them with it?? Can there be any injury to our 
9 | Birmingham, Mancbeſter, and Norwich fabrics, that . 
great quantities of hardwares and ſtuffs ( (probably 
1 6 the ger * $99,990% yearly) * Teo in con- 


8 n Ad WE? every | ſoldier e himſelf with a ORs of 
coarſe cotton ſtuff the fabric of that country, but in the event 
of this alliance, the Mogul il! clothe, hem all * 0 Wh own 5 
5 expence IR Britiſh ' maldtactures. 8 k 
SY FA Sg . 0 . by 2971 2 8 * 18111 25 145 unt 
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ſtant demand? Can it injure many of our coat 
manufacturers, faddlers, amongſt others, for ex- 


ample, that to the amount of above 60,000 l. in 


Horſe furniture ſhould be immediately wanted, with 


A corftant annual ſupply for tear and wear ? Can 1 


be any injury to many of our gallant half- pa 
/ficers, who are now obliged to live or rather 1 


upon their ſlender pittance, to accept of conſider- 


able certain emoluments, with the eventual chance 
of acquiring an independency f̃ or can even any in- 


Jury ariſe to the Exchequer in ſaving the halt-pay . 


of ſuch officers as OR: be inclined to engage in 
this wer: 
As to the arrangements benden Gomnmnent 94 


: * Company, with regard to the revenues and 


other important matters, there is no occaſion to 
-precipitate the adjuſtment of them, till every cir- 


cumſtance is maturely and completely weighed. 


There is no immediate neceſſity to aſſume the ſo- 


vereignty of the Concan and other diſtricts, the ceſ- 
ſion of which is offered. There is no abſolute occaſion 
to puſſi the Penſian trade by the Indus, or that into 
Tartary and the remoter provinces of Hindoſtan, till 
tranquillity, being firmly eſtabliſhed, ſhall make the 
ſucceſs and advantages no longer doubtful. In a 
word, this preliminary ſtep draws along with it no 
| obligation to embark in any of the ſublequent mea- 
ſures, till experience and ſound ſenſe ſhall con- 
vince us of their expediency and utility. At no 
other expence therefore than of an act of juſtice we 
hereby ſecure the friendſhip of the lawful head of . 
the Empire, which will not only give a legality to 
all our proceedings, but diſconcert the views of 
our enemies, and put it in the Company's power 
to extend by degrees their trade, as far as in pru- 
dence and policy they may judge proper. Were 
even chen none of the ſubſequent meaſutes to 


0 2 be 


be purſued, were the Company till to remain poſ- 


ſeſſed of the Dewanee as at preſent, the alliance 


propoſed could not poſſibly prove detrimental, but 
dn the contrary highly beneficial to them, as, in their 
Political capacity, the Mogul muſt ever prove a faith- 
Ea and a powerful ally, whilſt, in the way of trade, 
conſumption of Britiſb commodities. 
-.. Onjzerion. II. That de climae of Bs is 
ſa ſultry, that it is difficult to conceive how the 


he muſt open various markets for the continual = 


conſumption of woollen cloths can ever be ſo con- 


ſiderable as I have repreſented.  _ 


_ » ANSWER, The Moguls, the Asgbaus, the Cache- 
meriens, and other. nations between 28 and 40 de- 

grees of northern latitude, ſome of which countries 

are often for many months in the winter covered 
with ſnow, wear generally woollen cloths for their 
. Coats, trowſers, and ſtockings, when they can poſ- 
ſſbly procure them; whilſt the poorer ſort are happy 
when they can purchaſe a piece of woollen about 

three yards long, which they call a Putta, and which 
they wrap round their ſhoulders in the winter ſea- 
ſon, The ſame idea prevails likewiſe with them as 


among the Indians of Bengal, and on the Coaſts, of 


covering their elephants, their camels, their ſaddles, 


bridles, and even ſtirrup- leathers with ſcarlet cloth, 


- when they can get it; ſo that the mere clothing of 
the Mogu!'s troops, though conſiderable, would, in 
all probability, bear but a ſmall proportion to the 


demand that muſt ariſe from the natives at large. 


* Osjecrron III. That the power which this al. 
|  Jiance would give the Mogul might, by him of his 


ſucceſſors, be turned againſt ourſelyes, * 
AxswER, Were his troops to be commanded by 


any but Britiſp officers, there might be good grounds 
for ſuch an apprehenſion ; but, with this proviſo, it 
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can have, ho weight. The Sepoys have beers evef 
faithful to European commanders they have a higher 


opinion of their abilities, and are certain of more 


regular pay. The thoughtleſ? pomp and extrava- 
gance of Aſt atic princes often drains their trea- 
ſuries of the ſums which ought to be allotted for 
the payment of their troops; from whehce it hap- 


pens that they may be twelve. months of more 
in arrear to their armies: mutinies in conſequence 


are frequent; which, after creating much diſturbance, 


end generally in their receiving nine, fix, nay. 


_ ſometimes only three months pay for a whole year, 
for which they give 4 receipt in full. The Euro- 
Peans, on the contrary, from an oppoſite conduct, 
experience no ſuch difficulties; and their Sepoys 
would at any ume much ſooner attack the Indian 
princes, if led on by their commanders, than, 
by any intrigues of theſe princes, deſert their Eu- 


repean leaders. Can any arguments afford ſtronger . 


proots of this fidelity than- the various little armies 


now in India commanded by Somero, Madie, Sef-- 


fer, and other mean adventurers (as mentioned p· 
90, 91.) who keep their troops under the moſt de- 


ſpotic ſubjection, without the moſt diſtant appre- 


henſion of a revolt. In a word; we have hitherto 
had no inſtances, nor have we the leaſt well founded 
reaſon to ſuppoſe any ſuch event in future. The 
firſt object with an eaſtern prince is his own = 


ſonal ſecurity; to which, if you add money tuf 
cient ro procure him a perpetual round of luxus 


and parade, he wiſhes for nothing more; fill bee * 
his Haram, and dazzle him with magnificence, he . 
is the moſt ductile of human beings ; ; and his na- 
tive indolence will make him then ſhun every idea 
of enterprize, the ſucceſs of which could not add 
to his enjoy ments, whilſt a failure might involve 
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"OnzerION W. That in the event CM pre re- 5 
ſent Mogul's death, the whole of the propoſed Ars, w 
rangements would be entirely diſconcerted, _ 

Axswer, The death of the Mogul could make” 
no alteration with regard to the treaty, as he has a 
number of ſons, above twelve of whom I ſaw; th 6 
eldeſt, Jean Bukbt, is about thirty years, of age,, 

and equally defirous of the alliance as his father; 
which · indeed it muſt ever unqueſtionably be highly 
for the intereſt of che W N to cheriſh with! 


"Os JE cTION v. That the Ab men ſhould they 
once ſuſpect the MogaPs deſign of allying himſelf. 
with his Britannick Majeſty, and underſtood the- 
full extent of what is now propoſed, would 
never ſtand . tamely looking on, whilſt he was raif-- 
ing and diſciplining an army ſufficient to make head 
againſt them, but cruſh the enterprize in its infancy, 

AxswER. Gentlemen who have been in _— 
muſt know that the political views of thoſe people 
ſeldom extend beyond the preſent hour, and that: 
they may be almoſt literally faid to take no thought 


for to-morrow *. For my own part, fo perfe Aly — 


am 1 acquainted with their character and man- 
ners, that I could, without the leaſt apprehen- 
ſion of perſonal danger, proceed immediately to 


27 A remarkable inſtance of their indifference with 1 
to diſtant danger happened whilſt I was at Delbi. Nujuft Khan 


1 informed me, when he was augmenting his army (on receiv- 


ing an additional Jaguire from the Mogul of eleven lacks of 
rupees) that he intended to attack the Mabrattors as ſoon: 
as he was able. He made no ſecret of his deſign ; it was the 
general converſation, and perfectly well Known to all their 
cChiefs; yet they offered him no interruption: he gave them 


battle accordingly, and beat them from the field, but being: 


dangerouſſy wounded, bis army carried him off towards Delbiʒ 
which the Mabrattors obſerving, they returned to the charge, 
and, attacking his Sos 2864 dope, gained, om this acci- 


ent,. an as vilry. 
| _ Delbi, | 
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Delli, and diſcipline the troops under theit eyes, 
till I was able to command their obedience. is. 


reſolved, however to leave nothing to hazard, which 
could be ſecured by caution, I had propoſed 


railing about 10,000. men in the Cora province, 


training them for a few. months, and then proceed- 


ing at their head for Delbi; which force would 
prove fully ſufficient, if properly led on by Britiſb 


officers, to meet any Indian army (unſupported, by 
Europeans) that could poſſibly be brought into the 
CCC ³²ꝛꝛ³ % ˙KwT2 ee ag 
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General Carnac, Sir. Robert Fletcher, and Sir Nobert 


Barker have all of them commanded ſmaller bodies of 


men, yet the Mahrattors conſtantly fled before them, and 


never could be brought to hazard an engagement. The 
armies of thoſe people, at the ſame. time, as has been be- 
fore obſerved, confiſting entirely of horſe, it is eaſy to con- 


ceive (however difficult it may be to bring them to a general 


engagement) will ever be formidable to the Conipany, not 


only by ravaging their unguarded diſtricts, but by harraſſing 
and wearying out (without coming to action) the troops that 
may at any time be ſent againſt them from our provinces, No- 
thing therefore can ever over-awe them, but an army conſtantly 
ſtationed near their own frontiers, as at Delbi, which would 
have infinitely greater weight, than the occaſional marching up - 
of ten times the number from Bengal or Behar. Our armies, 
they ſufficiently know, muſt ever be maintained at too great 


an expence to be allowed to remain long at ſuch a diſtance ; 


they will therefore always keep out of our way till they xno ) 
we muſt retreat, and then will inſult and ravage our territories 
in return. It is evident therefore, that, as things are now 

ceircumſtanced, the Company muſt ever be at war with the 


Mahrattors, or at leaſt in perpetual dread of one, which is al- 


moſt equally ruinous; for the prodigious conſequent expence 
of their war eftabliſhment muſt (I am told now actually does) 
ſwallow up every ſhilling of their territorial revenue. Whence 
"then muſt ariſe the funds for the enormous expence of their 
civil eſtabliſhments, the intereſt of their debts at home and 
abroad, the completion of their fortifications, the deficiencies 
of Bombay and other ſettlements, their dividends and every 
extra charge ?—Can theſe be all defrayed by the commercial 
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terne VI. That the Company cannot be 
in the danger I have repreſented, as the late re- 


F and ſaving plans Ix in time reſtore their 


nances. «= ghd 
Axsw EK. The ſavings oug ght to be Tendäcked 
under two heads; firſt as N affect the Company, 
next the Nation. When we reaſon upon future 
contihgencies, we muſt be guided by experience, 
and not allow ourſelves to be buoyed up with vi- 
 fionary hopes and wiſhes. Now the ſimple quef- 


tion, on this head, is, whether the ſavings now 


made in the Company's expence are equal to the di- 


minution of their territorial revenue, the loſs of 
Profits by circumſcribing of their trade, the increaſe 
of intereſt, the additional expence of their Council- 
general, Judges, and other leſs MO incidents. 


7 heir ſavings in England are 7 n 


12 . Fro government n et e 
2. Six and. a half er cent. dividend 9 on) ) 


their capital of 300,00, to avoid . ' 200,000 ; 
fractions, fay e 
EX Freight (which many judicious people) abe 
ſuppoſe will Prove: no ſaving in the too, oo 


end) ſay 


4. Remiſſion of tea \indermnity cee. 0 1000, 00 


— — — 


Total ſavings | in England l 800, 00 


2 


Failures of funds and nt expences. 


, In a 176 the nett territorial Ae e . 
199 lacks; in 1771 it had ſunk tof , o 
134 annual e 45 lacks of ( 502,500 


_ or 


+. 


_ Carried over ; 562.5 500 
OT Further 


3 


| Intereſt on 1,400,000 borrowed 1773 
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per annum. 
Brought over 562,500 
Funter only failure ſince 1771 accord | 


ing to general belief, but which the( 


. Company” s books only can confirm ; 123500 
or confute, at leaſt 25 lacks more, or) 
1e on increaſe of bond debt in In.)! 
Aua, from 1766 to 1772, being bf bl 


4.52,095, at 8 per cent. about 
Inte on 603,7501. borrowed in . "48 
dia ſince 1772, alſo at 8 per cent. 4 ,000 


on government ſecurity at 4 per cent. F ee 
Increaſed annual expence in India, from „„ 
1766 to 1771, 35 lacks, or Wee 
5 Tnereaſe of appointments to Chic LG neat 
e and, LS. at leaſt, * x W 0 ” 
42 : 1,557,700 | 
Dede fois in dene 3 005 


7 Exceſs of expence 9 75 787,709 


* appears 8 [BESS 1 even with 
pe — they cannot poſſibly put themſelves 


in a ſituation any thing equal to that in which they 


found themſelves in the year 1766; and when they 
could not then keep their ground with a ſurplus 


revenue of 1,2 50,000 l. a comparatively ſmall debt, 


and a flouriſhing commerce, but on the contrary 


have run near'4,000,000 1. more into debt, how _ 


can they now prevent their burthens from accumu- 
lating, when they have nothing to ſubſtitute for 


the above-mentioned annual failure of 1, 538, 000 l. 
but ſavings, ſo hurtful to the national revenue, and 
4 Ang to N individuals, that we cannot 


8000p 
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help. lamenting, che geceſſity that gave riſe to 
them +. | art | poo oy "IM 
As to any jultisiable ſayings, a alt: T believe it 
will be a matter of no ſmall 9 8 to maketh hem 
amount to any confiderable heir civil eſ- 
tabliſhment is alread) med, eber Aae ſur 
rounded as they are by enemies, they cannot 1 8 
with the leaſt regard to ſafety z and they mu 
ceed with their unfiniſhed oe eations or 3 
wite loſe in a great meaſure. the benefit of. #81 im- 
menſe ſums they have already expended *, . _ 
Tbe Governor and Council at Bengal, it is tl %e. 
KK lately made very ſtrenuous endeavours to raiſe 
ſome Fac, na they haye ftopped the 4, g's 
revenue; they haye-diminiſhed that of the N bohs 
ey have deducted a conſiderable fum from 195 
n ſtip ulated to Mahomed Reza Khan, and | 
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wn The 400,0001. posted to be. paid to Government | 
Wot. the Company's ſituation enabled them to continue it, 
and to which the nation in ſuch caſe had a very juſt claim, 
. a compenſation for the expence they had ſuſtained in re- 


covering and extending the Company's poſſeſſions) would 

have been always a great fund towards enabling adminiſtra- 
tion to ſink the national debt, and prevented the — 7 
impoſing freſh taxes on the ſubject, at ſome future period, 


of 


to make up the deficiency. The diminution of the dividend 
3s juſt ſo much taken out of the pockets of the proprietors. 


And the ſuppoſed ſaving on their ſhipping proves not only 


hurtful to our nurſery of ſeamen, but to the higheſt degree 


_ ſevere upon the. commanders, . officers, ſhip-builders, and 


tradeſmen of every kind, who lived by them alone, many 
of whom are now involved in the Kepel diſtreſs: whilſt 


the circumſcribing of their trade, at the ſame time, from 
- thirty-four ſhips, as in 1770, to fourteen, as in 1773, proves 


not only detrimental to ſo many induſtrious men, their fa- 


milies and dependents, but muſt alſo ſenſibly affect the na 
tional ſupplies, to which the Company 8 duties have ever 
greatly contributed. 


I éam informed chat the redans of the fort at Calutte, 


next the water, have lately tumbled down, which will coſt a 
4 conſider able ſum to repair. | | | 
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Raja Shetabroy the Superintendatits of the Dew 
nee; and they have 000 Allababad and the Cora pro- 
vinces to Suja u Dotola for leſs than two years pur- 
chaſe of their revenues: yet with all theſe efforts, ſo 


ruinous in every reſpect to the Company's true intereſt, 
they have not been able to prevent un addition to 
| _theirenormous bond- debt in Bengal of eighteen lacks, 
or 2235, ooo I. which they have been obliged to bor- 


row to purchafe their inveſtment homeward bound 


this ſeaſon : whilſt ſuch repeated inſtances of breach 
of faith with the country princes muſt inevitably 

fall with accumulated vengeance on our heads, 
whenever the further decline of the Company's re- 
venue and power thall N to chem a «fav 
opportunity. 


urable 
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On jxcrioN VIE. That we Gui 6 wait the & con- 


Uke of the regulations ſent out with the Coun- | 


eil-general before any further alteration is made i a . 


the Company's affairs. 


AxswER. It is unneceſſary to repeat wk 1 OY 


already obſerved (p. 63, &c.) that as all beir opera - 


tions muſt be merely confined to the Company's 


territories, without adding a ſhilling to the exports 
of England, or promoting the trade of Bengal with 


the other provinces of the empire, their greateſt, 
their moſt ſucceſsful endeavours muſt be equally un- 
important as the regulating of the trade of Yorkſbire 


without paying any regard to the other counties of 


Britain, or attempting to make Holland flouriſh by 


confining her commerce WII her Seven 8 


iger VII. That even kippotirne what 3 is 
now predicted ſhould befal the Company, Govern» 


52773 at t the worſt, might then 75 60 * mae ſame⸗- 


* The total of 0 r 0 in OY as 1 Y l, tf 
amounts now to 150 lacks, or 1,875,0001. which Is, as 
'Velore obſerved, 553,750 0. higher than i in 1772. 
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"_ like the meaſures now propoſed, and 1 
erect a new Company or throw the trade open. 
AvnsweR. This is ſo dreadful an idea that one 
ſhould i imagine it could not deſerve a ſerious an- 
ſwer; and yet, if the general coolneſs and indif- 
ference with regard to Eaſt India matters can admit 
of interpretation, thoſe who think in this manner are 
far from being few in number. But let us for a 
moment ſeriouſly reflect on the ſituation of England, . 
ſhould the diſtreſſes of the Company proceed in the 
ſame rapid proportion they have purſued for theſe 
_ laſt ſix or ſeven years, and the weight at laſt prove 
too inſupportable even for the ſhoulders of. the ſtate, 
what ruin muſt then univerſally overſpread the 
country! How many people now in affluence would 
then be involved in miſery! What a blow to ge- 
neral credit! and how difficult in ſuch a criſis, with 


the funds tumbling about our ears, muſt it be for 


_ Government to equip ſuch armaments, as, in that 
event, mult be neceſſary to recover what would then 
be over-run by. the enemies of England! It ap- 
pears to be like expecting the functions of health 
from a man in the height of a fever; and nothing 
but the moſt genuine ignorance, and che moſt lethar- 
Sic languor of mind, could even for a moment enter- 
tain a e of ſuch unfeeling ras bo 


02 JECT. IX. That miniſtey, when the Jate tins 
Lis of India affairs were under the conſideration 


of Parliament, declared, that Government had iben 


no intention of aſſuming the territorial acquiſitions; 
and that it might be conſidered as a breach of en- 
gagement with the Wen, to 7 bay Front? that 
. 

ANSWER. How far ſack: a: Pen in "mats 
ters of high conſequence ought to have the Jeaſt 
weight 1 ave ne to theoretical caſuifts; "ah - 

pts. 7 


ks #, and Meble 'ole manner. The Parliament 
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only obſerving. that every declaration, where the 


public intereſt is deeply concerned, ought ever to 
to imply a ſaving clauſe, that circumſtances of 
moment taking place, which could not then be 
foreſeen (ſuch as in the preſent caſe the propoſed 
alliance and the growing diſtreſs of the India Com- 
pany) muſt virtually ſet aſide the whole; more eſ- 


pecially when ſuch deviation appears bighly neceſ- 


fary and advantageous to the parties chiefly inter- 
eſted in the event, For my part I can form no con- 
ception upon what principles thoſe proceed who are 
perpetually for making a wide diſtinction between 


the intereſts of the Non and thoſe of the Com- 


pany; a diſtinction which I think neither does nor 
ought to exiſt; for, both in their individual and 
corporate capacities, their real intereſts are ſo inti- 


mately involved, that nothing can materially af- 


fect the one, without having a very great influence __ 
on the other. To put it therefore entirely out of 
the power of diſcontented minds unj juſtly to upbraid 
adminiſtration with unconſtitutional views of ex- 
tending the power of the Crown, the application 


would undoubtedly come with more propriety from 


the Company themſelves for an unprejudiced en- 
quiry into the validity of the facts and deduètions 
upon which the proffered alliance: is founded. 


Os: JECTION X. That the e arrangements 


would convey too great a an acceſſion of power t to the 
un; | 


Axs wk, | beg aye. to diffor entirely from ſuch 
an idea, as I cannot help thinking that the weight 


Which miniſtry muſt ever neceſſarily have in India 55 
affairs, under the preſent ſyſtem, will be fully as 
| * in the indirect way, as it can ever poſſibly 


under the propoſed arrangements, in the open, 


. have 


| haps a few more Counſellors? As things are now 
circumſtanced, it ſtands to common ſenſe that Go- 
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„5 have already appointed the Council- general and 15 h 
Judges, £5 could there be any thing ſo extremely 


alarming in giving them the appointment of Pot 


vernment oſt unavoidably be at the bottom of eve- 


ry meaſure of conſequence, and have the behind- 


the curtain patronage to every office of 1 importance. 5 
Was it the Company, I appeal to every man's rea- 


223 ſon, that appointed General Clavering Commander 
in Chief, or General Monſon to the ſucceſſion? Was 
it the Company that framed the inſtructions to the 


Council-general? or can it ever be the Company : 
that will carry into execution any reſolution of 
moment ?——No!-—Nor whilſt their political af- 
fairs are ſo intimately blended with the deareſt con- 
cerns of the nation, is it fitting they ſhould ; for 1 


will not heſitate to ſay, that the miniſter who, in 


ſuch a ſituation, ſnould, without interference, per- 
mit the Company to adopt ſchemes, which might 


involve the nation in inextricable difficulties, muſt 


be criminal in the ſupreme degree, The reſolves of 


the Company are by no means the reſolves of pri- 
vate merchants; they muſt have neceſſarily a great 

and univerſal effect ; and as the Miniſter, under the 
King, muſt always be conſidered as the guardian 
of the whole Empire, he ought never to allow one 
body obviouſly to injure the community in gene- 


ral. In a word, whatever ſhallow thinkers may 44 


Poſe, and the intereſted give out, it is equally a 


abſurd to imagine, that the buſineſs of the Ami- 


ralty ſhould be regulated by the Commiſſioners of r 


the Dock-yards, as that the Court of Directors ſhould 


ever hereafter, without controul, have the conduct 


of the Company's political affairs. The only dif- 


ference, therefore, that ever can exiſt, 1 the 
preſent ſyſtem, is, that adminiſtration muſt have 
Meri £0. arts, which only . can 8 ut 
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inſtead of having every thing, agreeably to * 4 


propoſed idea, conducted with dignity, ſtripped of 
myſtery and intrigue, and open to the inveſtigation 
of the Parliament and of the whole nation. 
The government appointments would then be 
made in an open above-board manner, and the 
N the Company, being confined to 
trade alone, muſt leave the Directors, with more 
real importance, in the full patronage of their com- 


mercial ſervants; in which miniſtry would pro- 
pably then no more think of interfering than they 
do now with thoſe of the Hudſon's Bay Company. 


Whilſt, as theſe things go on in the preſent channel, 


there will hardly be a folicitor for their civil, mili- 


tary, or naval preferments, who will not endeavour 


to provide himſelf with a mandamus from the 
Weſt end of the town; and the nominal appoin : 
ments of the Direction be of courſe put nearly | 
on a footing with the CN 4er to a Dean Ang DE 
3 * | 


And now, having no u intention of repeat- 


ing my addreſſes to The publick, I ſhall only further 

| obſerve, that had my own private intereſt been the 

only object of my purſuits in this arduous under- 

"3 2a J had many and moſt inviting opportunities 
ob: making a ſplendid fortune, could I only have 

| ſeparated my own from what I then thought, and 
ever muſt think, the intereſt of my country; but 


being clearly convinced that the proffered arrange- 
ments would ſoon render the Company the chief 
pillar of the State, inſtead of being a mill-ſtone 
about 1ts neck, I refuſed a ſettlement of 60,0001. 
per aunum, with the ſole view of promoting a mea- 
fare which I had good grounds to bee 1 8 7 
38 ought to be eagerly embraced. 1 


F IN 


. 
J - abr 
rr * 


* 
Fs: 38 6 
8 5 N 
I 
* | | 
- . a 
7 
© FT 
& % 
* 5 : 
2 2 8 
. : 
4 
5 * 
-+ 


” 
R 4 
* t 
2 . 
F 
. 
5 
2 ” - 
- ts, . 
* = 
1 
A * 
= . N 
+ 
— - N 
þ . 
P * 
* 
py 
: 
* 
2 
5.x 


——_—_ +4 ws, PE "FEI 


ler 


when tram — pen A 


P  —— mY 


w ——bk— 2 


a * 9 1 A 
BOT" ” * f 3 * , 
YA 5 
7 * — 
7 . * * 
. - 

= 
* 

7 

* 9 

Py 
- 

. 

* 

: 

x 
' 
- 
2 * 
1 of 

, 

þ f 
P 

. 
- - 

” 
n 
5 

- 
l 


2 1 7 
* * o 
* * * : * 2 p © 4 * - 
. 7 1 4 „ 7. Nas = — EY * 4 F, . x 5 * - - Fl 4 
E as 7 — 1 . A — * 7 * ” . 4 * _ i . 4 . 
1 4 5 5 1 Y 7 2 34 mu * A + 
„ -_ - b 1 N oi 
* * v . ” : 4 4 8 & - 


